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Junior witnesses Centennial Park bombing
hv Donna S a m m a n d er  seer to have left that .____  ^by Donna Sam m ander

An A tlantan  w h o  s ta y e d  at h o m e  

during the O ly m p ic s  h a d  th re e  w a y s  

to claim fam e. H e / s h e  c o u ld  h a v e  

been a vo lunteer ( a n d  se ll  h i s /h e r  u n i 

form for lo ad s  o f  m o n e y  a f t e r  th e  

Games), or cou ld  h a v e  p a r t i c ip a te d  as 

a dove or a m u n c h k in  in th e  O p e n in g  

Ceremonies. O r, h e /s h e  c o u ld  h av e  

been at C enntennial O ly m p ic  P a rk  the  

night o f  the b o m b in g .  I h a v e  th a t  

strange sort o f  h o n o r  a n d  w a s  a b le  to  

whisper the m o rn in g  a f te r  th a t  “ y e s ,  I 

too had been th e re  so  m a n y  m in u te s  

before or a fte r  th e  b o m b  w e n t  o f f .” 

The most u n p o p u la r  t im e  fo r  a  s ig h t

se e r  to  have left th a t  n igh t was twenty 

m in u te s  befo re  the  bom b w ent off.

T h a t  n igh t a w onderfu l Reggae 

B and , Steele  Pulse, w as p lay ing  and 

c ro w d s  o f  peop le  flocked  to sw ay in 

f ro n t  o f  the stage or to  lounge on the 

grass before  the bom b exploded. 1 had 

n e v e r  fe lt so carefree  in A tlan ta  b e 

fore. I had no fear o f  p ickpockets , or 

m uggers ,  o r  the  random  accidents that 

S u b u rb an  People  are a lw ays w arned 

o f  be fo re  tak ing  M A R T A  (A tlan ta ’s 

ra ilw a y  system ). T he streets w ere  a 

liv ing  m ass o f  peop le  go ing  in and out 

o f  the  park. People  haw ked  tickets 

a n d  p ins, so ld  ho tdogs at outrageous

prices and splashed in the lovely foun 

tain rings w hich  w ere  in the cen ter o f  
the park.

I had been separated  from  m y 

family for three  hours and was getting  

tired o f  the sights. The crowds seemed 

m ore sparse as 1 w alked  tow ards the 

exit. Some street drum m ers rolled  out 

their rhythms, rolled  them so v ig o r 

ously that the bom b was a m ere  pop 

beneath their sound.

Then I w oke up the nex t m o rn 

ing, at hom e, only  to hear that the pop 

and the “ fire w orks” had killed two 

people, near the stage w here people  

had been sw aying to song. To put it°   —gv-wu:, uau uccn sway m g to song. To put it to g e th e r

Students lifeguard at pool in Olympic village
n i  V lV fP I l^  f m t n  norr<>

that w ay , the  b o m b in g  so u n d s  as i f  it 

had  e n d ed  all m usic , s igh t and  so u n d  

for A tlan ta  du ring  the O lym pics .  But, 

I felt n o  b itte rness  in o th ers  o r  m y s e lf  

t h a t  s o m e  m a d m a n  ( o r  w o m a n )  

w an ted  to j in x  a w o r ld -w id e  e v en t  o f  
peace.

Rather, 1 w as eag e r  as m an y  o th 

ers w ere  to  a ttend  the  P a rk ’s R e -o p en -  

ing and to  sp lash  in the  O ly m p ic  fo u n 

tains at least one  m ore  t im e  b e fo re  the  

G am es and  all th e ir  co lo u r  and  v a r i 

e ty  m o v ed  on. N o  m atte r  h o w  m an y  

t r a g e d i e s  t h r e a t e n e d  to  e n d  O u r  

G am es, I am p ro u d  th a t  A tlan ta  pu lled  

to g e th e r  to  sh o w  th a t  th e y  h a d  th e  

O lym pic  spirit.

O L Y M PIC  f ro m  f r o n t  p a g e

spirit. As members o f  the  recreational 

staff, Reide and Fraser m an a g e d  to  ge t 

tickets to see the c e re m o n y ’s dress  re 

hearsal, as well as packages o f  Pow erade  

left 0','er from the athletes.

Meeting the a th le tes w as an o th e r  

exciting part o f  F ra se r  a n d  R e id e ’s 

unique summer job . The d u o  saw  such 

famous a th le te s  as G a r y  H a l l ,  J r . ,  

Michael Johnson, H ak eem  O la ja w o n ,  

Monica Seles and A ndre  A gass i.  But 

the athletes were no t the  on ly  fam ous 

people these St. A ndrew s s tuden ts  go t 

to see up close. B rooke Shields, A rn o ld  

Schwarzenagger, V anessa  W illiam s and 

President Clinton also g raced  the  O ly m 

pics with their p re sen ce .  R e id e  and  

Fraser also saw H ootie and  th e  B low - 

fish, the Goo G o o  D o l ls  a n d  Z ig g y  

Marley. “I thought o f  th em  as b e ing  

godly almost,” Fraser said. “ B u t upon  

meeting them, I realized th ey  w ere  ju s t  
human.”

One o f  the fu n n y  th in g s  a b o u t  

staying in the Olympic V illage  w as  that 

many people assum ed th a t  F ra se r  and  

Reide were athletes B ecause  th ey  w ere  

"'orking at the pool, th ey  d id n ’t  have  to 

"'sar standard s ta ff un ifo rm s a n d  they  

took advantage o f  this on  several o c ca 

sions. Through careful p lan n in g , th ey  

™Magedto slip into the a th le te ’s d in ing  

3ll more than once. F raser a lso  p u lled  

some strings with her form er sw im  coach 

I* 0 was a the O lym pics w ith  the  Z im - 

 ̂ we team. She m an ag ed  to  ge t tick- 

sts to events where she g o t  to  sit w ith

the  athletes. An additional surprise 

cam e when the security guard mistook 

the two for athletes and took them to 

the  athlete’s tram. They didn’t argue 

the point. M any people asked Reide 

and Fraser for their autographs. They 

w il lin g ly  p lay ed  along and laughed 

abou t the experience.

Reide and Fraser liked the ce

lebrities and the free stuff, but they 

fo u n d  th em se lv es  

m oved  the m ost by 

the  O lym pic Spirit 

itself. “M yself  be

in g  f ro m  a th ird  

w orld  country and 

B ri t ta  b e in g  from 

E a s t  G e r m a n y ,”

Fraser said, “ it was 

amazing to see such 

a d isplay o f  unity.”

T h ey  say 

the entire event was 

like a  dream. It was 

so far from reality 

t h a t  a f te r  it w as  

over, culture shock 

set in. The only low 

po in t was the Cen

tennial Park bom b

ing. It was the talk 

o f  the  V illage  for 

th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  

the games. The pair 

ag ree  that it put a 

d a m p e r  on every 

thing. Several ath

letes left as soon as

their events were complete rather than 

staying in the “dangerous” Village. Nor

mally the athletes would have stayed for 

the closing ceremonies, but this was not 

the case in Atlanta. Several bomb scares 

shook the Village following the centen

nial park bombing. Even the pool had 

to be cleared as the security dogs were 

b rough t in to  inves tiga te  the bom b 

threats.

T he  O ly m p ic s  e n d ed  n ear ly  

two m onths ago, bu t Britta  and Lisa still 

relive their adven tures w hen they talk 

about them . T hey  sm ile at their m em o 

ries— m em ories  that will stay in their 

hearts for the rest o f  their lives. A year 

ago, they never w ould have thought they 

might w ork at the O lym pics, and now 

it’s a sum m er jo b  that they  will never 

forget.

Lisa Fraser and Britta Reide pose for a picture with Brooke Sheilds and Andre 
Agassi at the 1996 Summer Games in Atlanta.


