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controlling a  school, and th a t  lect­
uring is a poor method of in s tru c ­
tion for children. H ad  she been 
thus started  her chance of being a 
successful teacher would have been 
greatly increased.

The Norm al teacher or p ro fes ­
sionally tra ined  teacher has g re a t ­
er advantages th a n  the  teacher 
who lacks professional tra in in g . 
Many of these be tte r  p repared  
teachers are beginning th e ir  first 
schools with more helpful knowl­
edge of school w ork th a n  m any 
olaer teachers had a f te r  teach ing  
several years, in a poor w ay w ith  
no one to show them. School o f ­
ficials who visit the  schools now 
taught by these well tra in ed  teach ­
ers can hard ly  believe th a t  such 
excellent work can come from  one 
who has ta u g h t  so little. T heir  
success is the  resu lt  of education 
and train ing . This is proof th a t  
it  pays to take  tim e fo r  p r e p p e d -  
ness. Such teachers a re  receiving 
rewards fo r th e ir  efficient service. 
They are chosen fo r  promotion, 
and better positions a re  open fo r 
them and they  a re  th e  firs t to re ­
ceive increased salaries.

Professionally tra in ed  teachers 
are w hat the  w orld is calling for. 
They receive m any benefits fo r 
themselves and fo r  th e  pupils.

The Teacher And 

The Community

By S a r a h  C o m m a n d e r

A good teacher becomes a  p a r t  of 
her community. Teacher p a r t ic i ­
pation in community life  is neces­
sary fo r success in the  teach ing  
profession. The teacher has  some­
times been led to believe th a t  ac tiv ­
ity in the rea l w orld of o ther folks 
would resu lt in  loss of d ign ity  ac­
companied by too cordial re la tion ­
ships between teacher and pupil. 
I t  has been even in tim ated  to some 
teachers th a t  th e ir  chances _ of re- 
election would be im paired  i f  they  
took an active p a r t  in com m unity 
life. The rea l success of a teach ­
er’s work is m easured  by th e  abil­
ity of the  child to m ake his  fu ll 
contribution to the  society in  which 
he lives. Before beginning teach ­
ing in any school system, th e  wise 
teacher will acquire th e  w idest 
knowledge of his teach ing  problem. 
This advance information_ should 
be gleaned from  com m unity h is ­
tory, city lib ra ry , school repo rts  
and from  m ingling am ong the  
people.

I t  is u n fo rtu n a te  to find teachers 
leaving the  com m unity every  F r i ­
day as school closes and not r e tu r n ­
ing un til the  hour before school r e ­
opens on Monday. Such teachers 
do not make th e  contribution  to 
community life th a t  teachers

should, (a )  The isolated school- 
house— The schoolhouse s tanding  
alone in its isolatioci and aloofness 
from  all com m unity in teres ts  and 
activ ities m ay still be commonly 
found. Such a schoolhouse has a 
cold appearance. K  a t t ra c ts  ne ith ­
e r  child nor paren t. The child goes 
to school in the  m orning and leaves 
w ith joy when school is over in the 
evening, (b) Com munity service—  
There a re  m any teachers in A m eri­
ca who have been known to secure 
be tte r  s tree ts, to elevate the  s ta n d ­
a rd s  of home conditions, to change 
house ren te rs  to home owners. 
Children have had the  privilege of 
discovering th e  v irtues  of soap and 
w ate r , have been introduced to well 
kep t law ns and gardens, clean 
clothes and wholesome food, (c) 
Successful leadership— The w ork 
of teachers has  lingered long in the 
memory of the  com munities be­
cause of helpful achievements.

The individual classroom teacher 
will find m any o’̂ portunities which 
will g ra n t  her  a  sha re  in cem enting 
the  rela tionsh ip  between home and 
school. K inderga rten  teachers m ay 
make th e ir  contribution  by visiting  
homes, ce lebrating  special f a th e rs ’ 
and m others’ days a t  school, and 
th u s  bring  into school fo u r and five 
yea r  old children who otherw ise 
would lose a y ea r  or so of social 
contact.

The en tire  teach ing  force of a 
school m ay assum e leadership in a 
com munity by u n it in g  on a  p ro ­
g ram  of civic betterm ent. Their 
p rog ram  m ay consist of th e  es tab ­
lishm ent of playgrounds, m anual 
tra in in g , domestic a r t  and science 
courses, th e  opening of evening 
school fo r  adu lt activities. When 
p a re n ts  are  given the  opportun ity  
fo r  p a r tic ip a tin g  in the  activities, 
the  probilities of success a re  en ­
hanced.

M others’ m eetings have in m any 
com munities been th e  en tering  
wedge in the a ttacks on the school 
as an  isolated institu tion . The 
meetings consist of in fo rm al ta lks 
followed by refreshm ents  served 
by the  science classes, lead to soci­
ability  and a  desire fo r  fu r th e r  
knowledge concerning the  policies 
and w ork of the  school.

These m eetings a t t r a c t  m others 
who ra re ly  find opportun ity  fo r 
social m ongling and relief from  
househould drudgery . In  th is  ach­
ievem ent the  teachers find th e ir  la ­
bor repaid. These m eetings a re  
held a f te r  school hours on school 
days.

In  p lann ing  m others’ m eetings it  
m ust be borne in m ind th a t  m any 
of the  m others have had only a 
lim ited am ount of educatinonal 
tr a in in g  an  dwill the re fo re  profit 
m ost by simple ta lks. The achieve­
m ents of children and the  resu lts  
of medical inspection a re  types of 
school problems, a  knowledge of

which will assist pa ren ts  in ap ­
prec ia ting  more completely w hat 
is possible in the field of educfa- 
tion. As a resu lt of m others’ m eet­
ings b a rren  un inv iting  schoolhouscs 
have been tu rned  itno a t trac tiv e  
educational homes.

F rom  m others’ m eetings have 
grow n the  P aren t-T eacher Leagues 
which a re  b ring ing  together school 
and home. The constitu tion  of the 
organization is as fo llow s:

(a)  R aising the s tandards  of 
home life.

(b) B ring ing  into relati<jnship 
the  home and the school so th a t  the 
p a re n t  and teacher m ay cooperate 
intelligently  in the education of the 
child.

(c) The development of be tte r  
tra in ed  parenthood.

(d) In te res tin g  men and women 
to cooperate fo r  p u re r  and t ru e r  
homes.

The activities of P aren t-T each ­
e r  o rganizations have produced the 
following resu lts :

(a )  C ircu la ting  lib raries  have 
been established.

(b) Lunch rooms provided.
(c) P u re  milk supplied to under­

fed children.
(d) Rest rooms fo r  teachers.
(e) Musical instrum ents.
( f)  S an ita ry  d rink ing  fountains, 

etc.
The extension of a te ac h e r’s 

w ork to realm s outside the  class­
room will make her a busy person 
profitable to any community.

Seniors Go On 

Observation Tour

The Senior N orm al Class of 1927 
has certa in ly  derived m any bene­
fits from  the school th is  year. U n ­
der the supervision of Mrs. M. E. 
Doles, Supervisor of P ractice 
Teacing the  practice teachers spent 
a day in the  ru ra l  d is tric ts  observ­
ing. We find th a t  the county has 
improved very  much in th a t  the re  
a re  one four-teacher, two three- 
teacher, fo u r  tw o-teacher, and sev­
en one-teacher schools. This shows 
some advancem ent tow ard  con­
solidation. We find th a t  the  ru ra l  
schools of Pasquo tank  county have 
g rea tly  inproved under the direc­
tion of, first, Miss T. L. F aulk , and 
now Miss Helen Escridge.

F o u r  years ago the re  were one 
th ree -teacher school, one tw o-teach­
er and fourteen  one-teacher schools.

W e found th a t  under very  lim it­
ed equipm ent the teachers w ere do­
ing  some good work. These teach ­
ers have been enrolled in the  ex­
tension class ta u g h t  by P rof. Coop­
e r  and you can see resu lts  of the 
instruc tion  in the im provem ent in 
the technique of the classroom 
work.


