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T H E  S P I R I T  O F  ( H R I S T M A S

T h e  S p i r i t  o f  C h r i s t m a s  is s lo w ly  e n v e l o p i n g  th e  
w o r ld  a g a in .  K in d n e s s ,  m e rc y ,  joy,  love a n d  good 
will  t o w a r d  e v e r y b o d y  m a n i f e s t  t h e m s e l v e s  once  
m o r e  in t h e  h e a r t  o f  e v e r y  in d iv id u a l .

Some o f  u s  look b ac k  r e g r e t f u l l y  <>n t h e  m a n y  
joys t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  com e by j u s t  b e i n g  l o \ e l y  an d  
k ind to  o t h e r s .  T h o s e  of  us  w h o  h a v e  been  f o r ­
saken  a n d  w h o  h a v e  f a l l e n  in t h e  s i g h t  of  o u r  b r e t h ­
ren  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  n e w  hoj)e;  fo r  we a r e  b e g i n n i n g  
to  fee l  t h a t  in G o d ’s s i g h t  w e  a r e  n e i t h e r  f o r s a k e n  
n o r  fa l l en .

H ow  w o n d e r f u l  it is to  b(! b o rn  a g a i n !  T h i s  is 
t h e  t r u e  m e a n i n g  o f  C h r i s t m a s .  All h a t r e d s ,  j e a l ­
o u s ie s  a n d  e n v i e s  w i t h i n , u s  wil l  d ie  a n d  s u n s h i n e ,  
love a n d  g l a d n e s j  w il l  t a k e  t h e i r  p l a c e s  in t h e  h e a r t s  
o f  m en ,  f o r  C h r i s t  is b o r n  a n e w  in o u r  h e a r t s .  T h e n  
le t us  h a v e  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  C h r i s t m a s ,  t h e  s p i r i t  to 
p r a i s e  ( lod,  to  g iv e  t o  be jo y f u l ,  to  be m e r c i f u l  w i th  
a s p i r i t  o f  good  wil l  t o w a r d  ev e r y  one.

Le t  t h e  S t a r  s h i n e  not  on ly  o v e r  P .e th lehem b u t  
o v e r  t h e  w h o le  w o r ld .  Let  t h e  S h e p h e r d s  w o r s h i p  
t h e  N e w  R o rn  King ,  t h e  P r i n c e  of  P e a c e .  Let  t h e  
C h i l d r e n  s i n g  C h r i s t m a s  C aro l s ,  w h ic h  ec h o  over  
e v e r y  hi l l  a n d  d a l e  c a r r y i n g  t h e  S p i r i t  of  ' C h r i s t ­
m a s  so  t h a t  t h e  w h o le  w o r l d  m a y  k n o w  t h a t  C h r i s t ,  
t h e  S a v i o r  o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  h a s  co m e  a g a i n  to  sa ve  t h e  
p eop le  f r o m  t h e i r  s ins .

— P^avmond M o r r i s .
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C h a r a c t e r  t h a t  k e e p s  c o u n t e n a n c e  d e s p i t e  i n s u l t  
c a n  bo s e e n  by  C h a r a c t e r ,  i t s  b r o t h e r .  C an  you (joul- 

ifv?

W H A T  C H R I S T M A S  S H O l ' L I )  M E A N  T O  US

W h y  do w e  ce lebrat t !  C h r i s t m a s ?  I t is a s to r y  
w h i c h  you all know. O v e r  n in e t e e n  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  
ago  in t h e  l i t t le  c i ty  of  B e t h l e h e m  u n to  M a r y  an d  
J o s e p h  w a s  bo rn  a  b a b y  boy w h o m  t h e y  ca l l ed  
C h r i s t .  B ib l i c a l  h i s t o r y  t e l l s  us  t h a t  w ise  m e n  of  
t h e  E a s t  l e f t  t h e i i ’ h om e s  to  w o r s h i p  h im  w h o  w a s  
b o r n  in a m a n g e r .  O n  t h a t  n i g h t  t h e  a n g e l s  s a n g  
“ P e a c e  on e a r t h .  Good Wi l l  t o w a r d  ]\Ien.” S in c e  
t h a t  ho ly n i g h t  one d a y  in ea c h  yeai '  h a s  been  s e t  
a s id e  an d  c e l e b r a t e d  a s  C h r i s t ’s Day  o r  C h r i s t m a s .

T h e  one b ig  le s son  w h ich  com es  to  u s  f r o m  t h e  
C h r i s t  Ch i ld  is t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  g i v i n g  w i l l i n g ly  a n d  
not  f o r  t h e  i ) u ipose  of  r e c e iv i n g  s o m e t h i n g  in j’e- 
t u r n  o r  f o r  w o r l d ly  h o n o r s  b u t  f o r  t h e  p l e a s u r e  
t h a t  it wi ll  give o t h e r s  by m a k i n g  t h e m  h a p p i e r .  
W e  s h o u ld  n o t  give  to  t h e  I'ich b u t  to  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  
u n c e r t a i n  w h e r e  t h e i r  n e x t  m ea l  is c o m in g  f r o m  or  
h o w  t h e y  a r e  to  keep  w a r m  d u r i n g  t h e  w in t e r .

M a n y  s p i r i t s  a r e  w o u n d e d  by t h e  m a n n e r  in 
w h ic h  t h i n g s  a r e  g iv e n  to  t h e m .  T h e y  a r e  m a d e  to 
fee l  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  b u r d e n s  on so c ie ty  a n d  m a n y  
t i m e s  t h e y  w o u ld  r a t h e r  be w i t h o u t  t h a n  to  h a v e  
t h i n g s  g iv en  t h e m  by h a u g h t y  soc ie ty  l e a d e r s .  S u c h  
g i v i n g  is n o t  in k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t  s p i r i t .  T h e
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