
THE NEGRO YOUTH DREAMS 
OF THE FUTURE

As we contemplate upon the fu ture  of the Negro 
Youth, we realize th a t  th a t  period will m ark  the 
joy or sorrow, gladness or sadness of his life, some
time, somewhere. The word F u tu re  means to any 
youth his success or failure.  And as Youth stands 
at the fork of these widely contrasted  roads un 
daunted, there seems to be an uncerta in ty  upon him. 
He looks to the rugged road, the  road to success 
which seems to be rough. There are numerous 
cliffs, mountains of handicaps to assail, many tr ia ls  
and tribulations to undergo. But w ha t is a t  the 
zenith is a question to him. He shudders, and then  
turns to the seemingly smooth and beautifu l  road 
to disaster and failure. Its beauty is unsurpassed, 
it seems to be free from p itfa lls  and cliffs, and there 
is a beacon light bidding him godspeed.

There is a debate within the mind of Youth 
although he has  a clear conception of each of these 
roads. A fter  carefully  considering these conditions, 
he takes for his motto, one th a t  has  crowned many 
great men with success, “Climb though the rocks be 
rugged.”

The long perplexing journey begins. As the 
Negro Youth plods on his tiresome journey, he th inks 
of the condition of the race at  la rge ;  of some way 
he can contribute to its be t te rm ent;  and as he walks 
he marvels a t  the  scenic beauty  of nature . He then 
comes to a t ree  by a sparkling  pool whose contents 
are as “sweet as the nec tar  th a t  Ju p i te r  sips.” Being 
very tired and th irs ty ,  he re freshes  himself with 
.‘’•ome of the cool contents  of th is  sparkling pool, and 
then pauses to rest.  A fte r  viewing the beautifu l 
landscarte and the su rround ing  beauties of Nature. 
he falls  asleep, to “the innocent sleep, the sleep th a t  
knits UD the raveled sleeve of care, . . . the chief 
noprisher in life’s feas t .”

As he neacefully sleeps he dreams a dream of the 
pctivitv of Negro life. He sees the Negro in E duca 
tion. He notes th a t  e rea t  gifts are being civen to 
the various schools by p h i lan th ro p is ts : th a t  educa
tion is being stressed as the foundation of democracy; 
tha t  the teachers  are receiving h igher education in 
order to give to the pupils the  most essential and 
efficient h e lp ; th a t  s ta tis tics  show th a t  education 
has increased within the las t  ten years seventy-five 
per cent. He marvels at  th is  vast advancement in 
education.

He then sees the Negro in the professional field, 
the field in which the Negro has made his g reatest  
progress. He views the skilled physician, the tac tfu l  
lawyer, and num erous other professional men. He 
observes th a t  professional schools are tu rn in g  out 
many tra ined  men and he asks himself th is  question; 
Will there  be an unemployment panic because of the 
overcrowding of th is  field? He believes th is  is a 
question for serious consideration; yet marvels be
cause of the progress made here.

Youth then takes a glance at  the Negro in the 
musical world, and sees th a t  he is still making use of 
this divine gift. He especially notes the achieve
ments of Nathaniel Dett, Samuel C. Taylor, Roland 
Hayes, Florence C. Talbert,  and last, bu t by no 
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F ac ts  summed up in a brief  form are usually 
in teresting  to the ears  of men, and from th is  brief 
history of the class of 1929, we hope to in terest  you 
wholly and soully. We wish to give you vivid mind 
p ictures of our host as it traveled the long road, 
which led to the founta in  of knowledge. The travel 
was not as easy as one m ight think, for the road 
contained curves of idleness and all sorts of tem pta 
tions.

In September, 1925, we, a group of sixty-four, 
made our advent up the weary road seeking knowl
edge. Many of the  group found it too difficult to 
travel and stopped by the wayside, but others fell 
in line with the customs most diligently and en thu 
siastically. Our first official act was to elect Leroy 
Guilliam as class president, and Miss Edna C. H arris  
as class mother. The two were fa ith fu l  and the 
la t te r  worked so willingly with us th a t  our insp ira 
t ions grew very rapidly as the year advanced.

Then came the year when oiir determinations 
were to make the year worth  while. We were Sopho
mores. Many of the group did not re tu rn  and many 
new ones joined us on our travel. This, too, marked 
a beginning of our second mile down the road to 
knowledge. We chose th a t  time as president of tho 
class, Sutton Spencer, a very splendid leader. We 
realized the fac t  th a t  the child who gets instructions 
from one mother is always the be tte r  reared child 
and from th a t  realization we chose again our former 
class mother. Miss Harris.

Some members of our band were particu la rly  out
s tanding in the athletic world, namely: Sherman
Williams, Jam es Bias, Sutton Spencer and Percy 
Tillett. These, of course, appeared on the football 
and baseball fields. Lillie P a rk e r  deserves honorary 
credit for her work in basketball, for she alone 
represented us there. During th a t  year we made our 
a ttem pt to exercise ourselves dramatically, in th a t  
we presented a very good soul-stirring, three-act 
d ram a entitled “Mother Mine.” We found and people 
saw th a t  the class of ’29 was not least in possessing 
d ramatical talents.

As we journeyed our th ird  mile up the road of 
learning, there  came to join us a host with gifted 
talents ,  b r i l l ian t in scholarship. Only a very small 
number of our former class found it absolutely im
possible to begin the th ird  round. We organized our
selves into one body and had as president, Percy 
Tillet. We had Miss H a r r is ’ sufficient advice along 
the first two miles of the journey and we fe lt  th a t  
we couldn’t  do without it, so again she held the 
position as class advisor.

The representa tion  from the class of ’29 in the 
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