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WHAT IS CHRISTMAS TO US?

W ith the coming of the Yuletide 
season and its festivities, it is wise to 
give serious consideration to w hat 
Christmas means.

There are some who think of Christ
mas as a day to be merry and have 
fun; others think it is an opportunity 
to exchange gifts; and a few think of 
it as “just another day.” For the bene
fit of each individual I ask this quest
ion, “W hat is Christmas to you?” 

Christmas is a day of celebration 
and thanksgiving for the b irth  of 
Christ who came tha t each individual 
m ight be saved form sin, grow spirit
ually, mentally, physically and eco
nomically. The beauties of nature, op
portunities to advance our culture, 
and many other things are ours to 
share equally and to enjoy. W hy not 
take advantage of these assets and 
strive for the upbuilding of our na
tion and happiness of its people?

D uring the Yuletide Season let us 
stop and think of the real meaning 
of Christmas. L et us give thanks to 
God for His gift to us and help 
others to understand w hat Christmas 
really means.

— M ary Gatling

THE FUN IS ALL OVER

W ith the end  of first quarter Prac
tice Teaching— students will join in 
harm ony and joyously sing “T he Fun 
Is All Over.” To the ones who are 
planning to do theirs later: D on’t take 
this statem ent the opposite way and 
become discouraged.

Practice Teaching is just w hat it 
is m eant to be and a “little” b it more. 
The following are just a few  of the 
m any experiences you have: sorrows, 
joys, disappointments, headaches, fun 
with children and familiarity with 
different types of behavior. There 
are numerous other things connected 
with the profession.

To be able to cope w ith these sit
uations successfully seems impossible, 
bu t it is fun to have your critic teach
er give an encouraging rem ark about 
your work. Give yourself a pa t on the 
back. There are times w hen you feel 
like giving up completely, bu t those 
feelings should be counteracted with 
will-power, self-confidence, and a de
termination to be a success. W hen the 
final day comes, you are not sorry 
a t all; at least for awhile, bu t it is 
w onderful to know you are through 
until you start on t h e  nine-month 
journey.

— Mary Gatling |

FRESHMAN PROBATION AT 

S.T.C. SHOULD BE PROHIBITED

O n Septem ber 11, 1954, 133 fresh
m an students entered  State Teachers 
College of E lizabeth City, N orth Caro
lina afraid of the probation period of 
w hich they had  heard.

Freshm an probation should be pro 
hibited, it does not give the students 
a fair chance to become familiar with 
the institution.

The freshm en should be taken as 
baby sisters and brothers of the col
lege family, instead of being com pel
led to go through an unnecessary pro 
bation as though they were going to 
belong to some fraternity or sorority 
after the probation period is over. 
They should not be compelled to go 
through a probation period subject to 
punishm ent if they do not obey. It 
is not D emocratic because they  can
not voice opinion; instead they must 
do w hat they  are told. It seems as 
though it is more of a Communist 
role than an American way —  D e
mocracy, and I quote the Constitution 
as saying, “All m en are created equal.” 
The upper classmen do not seem to 
think so. “They are endowed by cer
tain rights”, and I am sure those 
rights would include giving to even 
a freshman a r i g h t  to freedom of 
speech.

W hen freshmen enter college, (1) 
They should be given a hearty  wel
come by all members of the College 
family. (2) No freedom should be tak
en from the freshmen; certainly, not 
the right to socialize. (3) The members 
of the faculty should set aside, for 
freshmen, a special date on which they 
should be given a chance to become 
better acquainted.

The last thing tha t the freshmen 
should be given is the rules by which 
to abide.

After getting acquainted with the 
institution, freshmen wi llfeel t h a t  
they are prepared and ready to settle 
down for work. They will feel at home 
and w ant to do everything possible 
as their contribution toward making 
the college a happier place to live.

— Sweetie Bullock

THE ESSENCE OF 

THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving is often thought of 
as a time of year for rejoicing, but 
there is far more to Thanksgiving than 
the sizzling turkey, mince pies and the 
social gatherings of family and friends.

L et us think back to the Pilgrims 
who had far less than we have and 
who were far more grateful. Thanks
giving is not a time for collecting 
earthly possessions, bu t rather a time 
for counting each tiny blessing and 
thanking God within our hearts for 
each single one.

It is easy to rejoice w hen the sun 
shines and the flowers of youth are 
blinding us and making us oblivious 
of the real problems of life. W hat 
will the verdict be w hen the clouds 
of life descend and we are deprived 
of many of our earthly prizes and 
possessions? Can we at such crucial 
moments say gratefully but humbly, 
I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills 
from w hence cometh my help? This 
is the true essence of Thanksgiving.

EQUAL EDUCATION FOR ALL

T he Suprem e C ourt’s historic de 
cision in the school segregation cases 
brings the United States back into the 
mainstream  of its own best traditions. 
Segregation is a hangover from slave
ry, and its ugliest m anifestation has 
been in the schools. Now, at last, the 
equality  of opportunity  w hich is a 
fundam ental premise of the American 
society is to becom e a fact in regard 
to education w hich is, after all, the 
key to opportunity. T he effect will 
b e tter establish a new  and invigorat
ing unity.

Education  is the very foundation 
of good citizenship. Today it is a p rin 
cipal instrum ent in aw akening t h e  
child to cultural values, in preparing  
him later professional training, and in 
helping him adjust norm ally to his 
environment. In  t h e s e  days, it is 
doubtful tha t any child m ay reason
ably be expected to succeed in life, 
if he is denied the opportunity  of an 
education.

Segregated schooling imposes in 
superable psychological handi.c a p s. 
The court came, therefore, to an in 
escapable conclusion: Seperate educa 
tional facilities are inherently  unequal.

The m anner in which this dicision 
was rendered reflects judicial states
manship of the highest order. The 
court was long in coming to a con
clusion tha t w ould inevitably disturb 
a settled pattern  of race relations and 
entail difficult adjustm ents in some 
parts of the country.

The dicision brings an era to its 
end; those who sought zealously and 
worked patiently  to accomplish this 
result can afford now to display a 
measure of patience in le tting those 
who resisted the result accom modate 
themselves to it.

It is not too much to speak of the 
Court s decision as a new  birth  of 
freedom. Abroad as well as at home, 
this decision will engender a renew al 
of faith in democratic institutions and 
ideals.

LET US GIVE THANKS
Thanksgiving is a season w hen we 

pu t aside our cares and duties and 
give thanks for blessings bestow ed 
upon us.

W e are thankful for the prayers of 
our people and nation, for we are 
still the recipients of good fortune 
and liberties. W e have the future 
before us.

Too many, not in reverence, may 
look for a tw o-day “b reak” for ph il
osophy, government, or science, or 
perhaps to a party  w ith friends. Sure
ly, we are thankful, bu t for w hat?  
Is it for life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness, or a chance to m ake a 
place for the future?

Lest we forget the season, w e are 
on the brink of a great awakening, 
L et us be sincere and earnest; le t us 
give thanks!

THE Y. M. C. A. MEETS
O n November 10, the Young 

Men’s Christian Association held its 
second meeting of the year, with 
Robert Gregory presiding. The Assoc
iation, one of the most outstanding 
organizations on the College Campus, 
las at least twelve old members and 
about twenty Freshmen. The meetings 
ire  held twice (^ach month.

The Y.M.C.A. has as advisors, Mr.

A PLAN TO FELLOW 

STUDENTS

Educators are disturbed by the pro . 

spect of college students in the near 
future. Looking forward to the en
trance of W orld War II babies into 
colleges, they contend that colleges 
are not equipped to take care of the 
expected flood. New dormitories nill 
have to be built; more professors and 
com petent instructors, more class
rooms, laboratories and offices will 
be needed. All this will, of course 
take vast sums of money and time.

To offset this expenditure, some 
have recently purposed that everj- 
school graduate is not college mater
ial, and tha t the college entrance ex
aminations should be more rigid.

You m ight ask, What does all this 
have to do with us? It should concern 
us to the extent that we, individually, 
will make preparation to meet the 
m any demands that life is and will 
be m aking upon us.

L et us start now to formulate a 
philosophy and find out where we are 
going and why. Let us stop, and if 
possible, take a look into the future. 
L et us project ourselves beyond the 
cam pus of our dear S.T.C. and look 
at ourselves, not just as Negroes but 
as American Citizens.

As citizens all have responsibilities, 
To accept such takes much prepara
tion. It is important, therefore, that 
we begin now and learn not to follow 
the line of least resistance. Whatever 
m ay be the qualifications for the fut
ure, le t us not be found wanting.

“IMPLEMENTING SCHOOL 

INTEGRATION’’

Discussed by J. A. Gill
Dr. J. A. Gill, professor of English, 

Virginia State College, Norfolk, was 
presented  by the Delta Iota Chapter 
of the O mega Psi Phi Fraternity as 
National Achievement Week speaker. 
T he program  held in Moore Auditor
ium, State Teachers College, Novem
ber 14, featured Dr. Gill’s discussion 
of “America’s Challenge to Implement 
School Integration by Understanding 

and T reating  Prejudice.”
In  his analysis of the theme 

Gill em phasized the fact that the 
Negro often segregates himself and 
thereby  fails to get the individual de
velopm ent that would come througli 
mingling freely in an integrated group 
H e also brought out the fact integrat
ed  schools are the only solution to the 

problem  of integration.
D ue to the fact that it would take 

two billions of dollars to s u p p o r t  J 

dual system of education in the South 

the  speaker declared that the S o u th  is 
too poor, tha t it lacks the finance to 

pu t schools for both races on an eqos 

basis.
He m aintained further t ha t  tht 

greatest problem confronting the Nf 
gro today is: W hat is to he done 

about conditions in the South?
Mr. Gill in concluding his addres 

expressed his conviction in the foUo" 
ing statem ent: As for me and W 
house, I am going to think about m. 

place in an integrated society.

A lbert Martin and Rev. James 
w ho seem to be very interestej  ̂

this program  for religious gro"’t ® 

college men.


