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A Study of the Fear of Failure 

Among Fifteen College Students
BV MARY HERRING

Eiitor Note; The following ar 
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piniil fulfill!
1 paper done as

.. ______   . of the requiie-
s for the course. Social Psy- 

cboiogy- . ^ ^
Th; paptr is the product of Mary 

Herring. * junior, majoring in So
cial Science. Mary is from Burgaw, 
N C. and a graduate of C. F. Pope 
nigh School.

INTRODUCTION
The paper is a  record o f  in for

mation gathered through  a  study 
ot the problem 
of failure among 
college students.
T h is  particular 
study was done 
with ten juniors 
and five seniors 
on the campus of 
ECSC.

Failure seems 
10 be a m a j o r  
problem among 

students and this was a good area 
jn which to do some research.

In this paper w ere som e ex
amples of the m inor problem s 
among students which lead to  fail
ure if they are no t corrected p ro 
perly.

The major problem was th a t a 
large portion of the  college stu 
dents studied have an im m ense 
amount of fear o f failure  during ' 
Iheir years o f study.

In studying the problem , it was 
necessary to know w h at som e of
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the causes were: (1) H ow  do 
dents feel about tests? (2) H ow  do 
students feel about their instruc
tors? (3) C an  poor student-teacher 
relationships cause failure? (4) A re 
test scores too highly stressed?

I noticed th a t students tend 
fear tests. By considering tests 
be the  determ ining fac tor in either 
passing o r  failing a  course, the 
students build  u p  tension as test
tim e approaches.

A nother contributing fac tor to 
failing m ay be  poor student-teach- 

sr  relationships. In  m y observa
tion, I noticed th a t there  are  cer
ta in  cases w herein the  students 
ind  teachers do no t have adequate 
com m unication, I f  the student 
does no t com m unicate well with 
the in structor his class participa 
tion m ay be limited.

Students are  o ften  confronted 
with situations w here parental ex
pectations are  set too  high. M any 
parents fail to  understand th a t the 
abilities o f  all hum ans differ.

It was hypothesized tha t: (I) 
Most of the  students feel a  sense 
failure because of p oor study ha
bits; (2) I t  was hypothesized tha t 
most students fail because o f  a 
lack o f  interest in the  subject m a t
ter; (3) P oor student-teacher rela 
tionships cause failure; (4) Tests 
can  contribute to  the  fea r o f  fail
ure. T his proved to  be one o f  the 
most frequent reasons for failure.

Art Loan
(CoDtlnued from  Page 1)

objectives of the pro jec t;!)  to  re 
veal to talented, near ta lented and 
interested students and  instruc
tional personnel in  the  secondary 

spools, the potentialities o f  the 
study of art; 2) to  insure by way 
of artistic tendencies, insight re 
lative to creative developm ent in 
the use of spe;fic media; and 3) to 
make known the a rt educational 
aims, purposes, values and ad
vantages of study a t Elizabeth City 
State College,

To help increase incentive and 
enthusiasm for a rt am ong high 
school students, it was also pro- 
P o ^  that high school g raduates 
(from schools using the  A rt L oan 
Exhibitions) who have the ir  w ork 
included in the exhibits a ttend  the 
exhibition with m em bers o f  the 
college faculty,

Letters to  schools a t Ahoskie, 
Belcross, Edenton, F a r m v i l l e ,  
Gatesville, Oak City, Rich Square, 
Raleigh, Scotland N eck, Selma, 
Tarboro, W illiamston, W interville, 
“  well as the local school, b rought 
fwponses which resulted in  the 
scbeduling of initial exhibitions.

English Club Calling
H ow  was y our first semester? 

D id you find it  to  be void of in
teresting, bu t ye t valid  activities? 
As a solution to  this problem , con
sider m em bership in the  English 
Club.

T he  English C lub is no t ju st for 
English m ajors, bu t fo r  anyone 
w ho is interested in  broadening his 
reading scope and increasing his 
literary  knowledge. W hile benefit- 
ting intellectually, m em bers can 
also have enjoym ent th rough so
cial activities w hich a re  provided.

Winter Concert
(Continued from  Page 1) 

Unfinished Symphony" which 
closed the first portion of the  pro- 

As for the num bers in the 
*cond half, it was a  toss-up as to 
*̂ '«1> of them received the  most 
wthusiastic audience response. 
However it was, William Ryder 

his musicians were n o t allowed 
rest until they had provided an 

in the form o f  Sousa’s per- 
^ 1 ^  favorite, W ashington Post

be known, also, tha t 
^  band was fresh from  an appear- 

in Governor M oore’s Inau- 
*“ral Parade in Raleigh.

Like the college as a whole, our 

is ON-THE-M OVE. Con- 
tulations on a good perform - 

«  to all its m em bers and to 
“ “f a s t e r  Ryder.

Senior Day
(ContlDued fro m  Page 1)

center; Ulysses Bell o f  N ashville, 
editor of the  college newspaper. 
The Com pass; an d  G eorge Skin
ner o f  Edenton, a  junior, the  pre 
sident o f  the  M en’s  G overnm ent 
Association.

A lso presented to  the  visitors 
were Joycelyn Berry of E lizabeth 
City and L eroy Brickhouse of 
Creswell, bo th  sophom ores. As 
freshmen, they achieved the  top 
an d  second best academ ic averages 

o f  the ir  classes.
D em onstrations and e x h i b i t s  

were prepared  by students o f  v ari
ous departm ents fo r  the  high 
schoolers’ interest aod  enlighten

m ent. T he  college C hoir’s  offering, 
under the  d irec tion o f  W endell 
W ilson, w as “L et U s Break Bread 
Together” by N oah  Ryder, G eral
dine V aughan  of Franklin , V a., a 
junior, played “The Russian C on
certo” by Rachm aninoff.

T he  eighteen high schools re
presented were: C entral a t Gates- 
ville; C , S, Brown a t W inton; C ur
rituck U nion a t M aple; D avis at 
E ngelhard; D . F . W alker a t  Eden- 
ton; E astm an a t  Enfield; E . J. 
H ayes a t W illiamston; John  A rm 
strong C ha lo ne r a t W infall; P. W, 
Moore a t  E lizabeth City.

O ther schools were P itt County 
at G rim esland; R alph  J .  Bunche 
a t W eldon; R, L. V ann  a t A hoskie; 
Southeastern a t W indsor; Tyrrell 
a t  C olum bia ; and W est M artin  at 

O ak  City.

Negro History 

W eek Is Observed
By V ivian T hornton 

T he obversance o f  N egro H is

to ry  W eek by E lizabeth City State 

College was ended by a n  assembly 

program  on  Thursday, February 

I I .

In  keeping w ith the  atmosphere 

“Lift Every Voice an d  Sing” by 

Johnson and Johnson  was sung 
by the  audience and choir and the 

late N oah  Ryder’s “Let U s Break 
Bread T ogether,” by the  College 
Choir.

M r. G regory, a  m em ber o f  the 
Social Science D epartm ent, gave 
historical excerpts tha t have 
brought about civil rights fo r  N e 
groes. T he  reading included pass
ages from  (1) T he  Em ancipation 
Proclam ation by A braham  Lincoln,
(2) Brown versus the Supreme 
C ourt (the 1964 "School D ecision”)
(3) The Civil Rights Bill of 1964. 

The speaker fo r the  hour was
D r. W illiam P. Robinson, P ro 
fessor o f  Social Science a t  N orfolk 
Division o f  V irginia State College 
and Visiting Professor a t ECSC,

D r. Robinson began his address 
by giving the  background of N e
gro H istory W eek. H e pointed out 
that the da te  o f  observance for 
:he week was determ ined by the 
week in which the  birthdates of 
Abraham  Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglass fall (respectively, Feb 
ruary  12 and 14). H e  also said that 
the purpose  o f  N egro History 
W eek is to  call to  the  a ttention of 
both N egro and whites the truth 

about the  N egro  and his ro le  in 
A merica.

T he speaker’s m ain subject was 
“T he  A m erican C reed and Free 
dom ’s Revolution,”  H e selected 
ihis topic to  fully  bring o u t points 
on (I)  individualism, (2) freedom , 
in d  (3) equality.

In  e laboration o n  the  second 
5oint, D r. Robinson said, “T he per
son desiring to  be free m ust first 
m ake the  choice to  be free and be 
responsible fo r  the  consequences 
of the  choice.”

H e com m ented on the  tragedy 
of placing a badge o n  N egroes be
cause o f  the ir  skin color and that 
even m ore  tragic w as the white 
child  feeling superior because of 
:is skin color.

D r. Robinson gave the  audience 
I list o f  some N egroes w ho have 
m ade history for this N ation. This 
included Crispus A ttucks, Ben 
jam in Banneker, Charles H . H ou
ston, John  H ope Franklin , Ralph 
Bunche, M artin  L . King. Medgar 
Evans and W.E.B'. D ubois. The 
speaker pointed ou t th a t there was 
a revolution going on between the 
races, no t to  overthrow  ou r govern
m ent bu t to  achieve dignity, re
spect, honor and equality w hich is 
due to  every m em ber under the 
Am erican Creed.

T he audience was given five 
cycles in  the  m ore  than  300-year 
truggle of the  A m erican Negro. 

They w ere (1) slave revolts, (2) 
role o f  the  N egro  in politics, (3) 
resurgents o f  rejection, repression, 
force, intim idation and l y n c h  
mobs, (4) climbing ou t o f adversity 
through  courts, and (5) the  present 

return to  equal justice.

D r. Robinson closed b y  m ak
ing several statements, o n e  o f  
which was, “H e w ho w ould be free 
must strike the  first blow,”

T he  assem bly pro g ram  was 
ended by a  prayer by Ingrid 

East, ’68.

If  you spend all your tim e col
lecting m oney fo r  fear o f  poverty, 
you are  practicing poverty  already.

Who...? Where...? What...?
rulumn. Members of tbe idumni 
>ited to submit infoi _ .
they are doing and where, lo Ibe Office 
:>r Infornialion, Bnx 92, Elizabeth Cily

M atthew  Lewis, Jr. (Indus- 
;rial A rts m ajor), a  graduate  of 
1964, is presently employed at 
Campostella Jun io r H igh School, 
.'Jorfolk, V irginia. H e received 
a certificate in  Radio-Television 
Electronics w ith honors. M r. Lewis 
also received honors fo r the D ean’s 
List. H e was a  m em ber of tthe 
Vocational Club, Student G overn
m ent an d  the  A lpha Phi A lpha 
Fraternity.

Colbert L lonell M inga, class 
of 1964, E l e m e n t a r y  E duca
tion M ajor, is employed a t Saint 
Agatha’s H om e. Spring Valley, 
New Y ork, as a  g roup guidance 

counselor. H e  plans to  en ter New 
York U niversity to  pursue a  M as
ter's Degree. W hile a t college he 
was a m em ber o f  the  N ational Ed
ucation A ssociation and  was a 
D orm itory C ounselor and was af
filiated w ith A lpha Phi A lpha  F ra 
ternity.

D eloris L . M oore, 1964 grad 
uate (E lem entary E d u c a t i o n ) ,  
is a  teacher a t P. S. Jones High 
School, W ashington, N orth  C aro 
lina, Miss M oore was a m em ber of 
the following organizations; Thalia 
Sorosis Club, N ational Education 
Association and the U sher’s Guild.

Tony Ricks, J r . class o f 1964, 
(Social Science, M a j o r  in Sto- 
ciology), is doing graduate study a t 
the U niversity o f  M aryland, C ol
lege Park, M d., in  the  field of 
G uidance (Secondary School coun
seling).

M r. Ricks was a  m em ber o f  the 
College Players and also the  L ight
house College C enter Student Ac- 
•ivities Com mittee.

M rs. V ida Po rte r  Langston, 
Class o f 1953, is teaching a t the 
Riverview E lem entary School in

M urfreesboro, N . C . She teaches a 
com bination o f  the first and second 
grades. She is a  participant in 
several com m unity activities: G irl 
Scout Leader, Secretary o f  H . D . 
Club and has also served as 4-H 
Leader.

Mrs. Barbara  Thom bley, Class 
of 1960, a  teacher a t the  Buckland 
Elem entary School, G ates, N orth  
Carolina, represented the  Rosa 
B. Riddick C hapter o f th e  Gates 
County A lum ni C hapter a t the 
1964 H omecoming. Mrs. Thom b
ley taught in G reenville, N , C . and 
at the  D. F . W alker High School, 
Edenton, N . C . before going to 
G erm any w here she taught fo r  two 
years in the  K aiserslautern Ele
mentary School. She has traveled 
extensively in E urope.

M rs. L enora  Fisher Rouse, Class 
of 1939, is a  seventh grade teacher 
at Pamlico C entral H igh School 
Bayboro, N . C., w here she was 
once a  student. M rs. Rouse is a  
native of Stonewall, N . C . Since 
receiving her B. S. degree, she has 
done further study a t N ew  Y ork 
U niversity, and Shaw U niversity, 
Raleigh, N . C.

A  m em ber o f  the  C raJoPam  
New Bern A lum ni C hapter an d  re 
cording secretary, Mrs. Rouse was 
a  contestant in the  G enera l A lum ni 
Association's "M iss A lum ni” C on
test at the  1964 Homecoming,

Mrs. Virginia D . Jooes, Class 
of 1951, is a  teacher a t  the A m an
da S. C herry E lem entary School 
Harrellsville, N . C. She is a  native 
o f  W inton, N orth  Carolina.

Edith G ram by W’hUe, C lass of 
1948, is currently  teaching a t the 
D. F, W alker High School, Eden
ton, N orth  Carolina. Mrs. W hite 
has been taking advanced courses 
at A . and T . College, the  U niver
sity o f  Connecticut (Storrs) and a t 
Syracuse U niverstiy (New Y ork). 
Mrs. W hite represented the  Eden
ton C hapter in the  1964 Miss 
A lum ni Contest.

Twenty Student' Attitudes Toward
Vespers and Assembly Attendance

POW ELL

BV MELVIN E, POWELL
Editor Note: These excerpts were 
lakes from a research paper done 
by Melvin E. Powell who comes to 
us from Artesia High School, Halls- 
boro, N. C. Melvin, a junior socio
logy major, is a dormitory counse
lor. member of the Social Science 
Club, Forensic Society, MGA, Kap
pa Alpha Psi Fraternity, and the 
College Sunday School. He plans to 
pursue a degree in law alter gradu-

Students on ECSC cam pus stated 
som e o f  the ir  reasons fo r  no t a t

tending V e spers 
T hey w ere as fol
lows: students are 
forced to  attend 
during the  first 
tw o years; the 
program s are  giv
en w hen students 
are m ost likely to  
be  studying; these 
programs are  too long and lack 
interest; there is no t enough space 
in the  auditorium  to  seat all stu 
dents; and last, students do no t 
have healthy respect fo r these pro
grams.

SA M PL E  SU R VEY  RESPONSES

Fem ale  A: I do n o t go to  vespers 
and assembly now  because 1 was 
forced to  go during the  first two 
years tha t I was here. I th ink 
tha t forced a ttendance will cause 
students to  stay away from  these 
programs.

Fem ale B; I  lived in the city the 
first tw o years o f  college. I  was 
required to  come w hether it 

rained, snowed, o r w hether it 
was fair. A t this tim e I  form ed 
negative attitudes tow ard these 
programs.

M ale A; W hen I  first cam e here, 
1 did no t know that 1 was re
quired to  attend. W hen I  fotmd 
o u t th a t I  was required to  a t
tend, I  lost interest. I f  require
ments were rem oved, m ore  stu

dents w ould attend.
M ale 6 ; I  am a transfer student. 

T he  first college th a t I  w ent to 
did no t require students to  a t
tend these program s. I  attended, 
too, and so did the  m ajority  o f 
the  students. B ut when I came 
here, I  was forced to  attend. I  
th ink a  student should be  al
lowed to  m ake such decisions 
fo r  himself. N obody likes to  be 
forced to  do anything. 

C O N CLU SIO N  
Since I h ave  been a student at 

ECSC, I  have noticed th a t the 
attendance o f  students a t assembly 
and vespers is very poor. I  inter
viewed twenty students to  deter
mine the reasons for th is  poor 
attendance.

It was found tha t the  m ain  rea 
son for the  lack o f  a ttendance is 
that the  students d o  not like to  be 
forced to  attend these program s as 
they are  in the  first two years of 
college. T he  decision, they felt, 
should be theirs as to  w hether o r  
not they will attend.

Alumni! Send 

Us Your 

NEWS!


