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'The  Role Of Black Power In 
Securing Equality For The
Negro Race" By BILLY KIRKPATRICK

January 1968

Who...? Where...?

P erhaps  the m ost fo re 
front issue  in the minds 
of the Negro college s tu 
dents of today is  that of 
the Black Man’s position 
in the Am erican society. 
What fo rces  have imped
ed the Negro’s social 
growth in this country? 
And, when can we, o r  our 
ch ild ren  of tom orrow , 
look back and say that 
“ the ‘dark  age’ that ex
is ted  for the Negro 
throughout the 17th, 18th, 
19th, and 20th cen tu ries  
has ended?”

This has been the con
ce rn  of the Black Power 
advocates as  well as  the 
advocates as well as  the 
conservative  lea d e rs  of 
the Black Movement in

A m erica . The chief dif
ference  of the two advo
ca tes  is  that of "how” 
to atta in  equality for the 
Negro population in A- 
in e r ica .  Here opinions 
have varied.

The leaders  of the Black 
Pow er Movement have 
presen ted  th e ir  “ de
m ands”  to the white man 
and, in turn , has “ de
manded”  the white man to 
honor his wishes.

“ He has been m il i 
tan t”  says the news m e 
dia. Well, we m ust agree  
that men like Brown and 
C arm ichael  have been 
quite demanding. They 
have threatened to “ burn, 
to shoot, and to bom b.”  
F o r  such th rea ts  they 
have been branded by the 
white man as  m ilitan t, 
and as  usual, the Negro, 
being so indoctrinated by 
the white m an’s p ropa 
ganda machine, accepts 
th is  viewpoint. Well, as 
fa r  as I am concerned, 
a c r im e  is  a c r im e  on
ly when it has been com 
m itted . Perhaps to the 
white man’s re g re t ,  C a r -  
inichael and Brown have 
not taken out the ir  m a t 
ches, cocked th e ir  p is 
to ls , o r  planted their  
bombs. They have only 
talked of such actions.

l  o be su re  the Negro 
of A m erica  not only needs 
people like Dr. King and 
the Honorable Roy Wil
kins but a lso they need 
people like Brown and 
C arm ichael. Why? Well,

we all understand the Ne
g ro ’s level of education 
in th is country. Many a re  
poor and o thers  a re  poor
e r  and, therefore , una
w are  of the in justice that 
has been done to the ir  
ra c e .  In Alabama, G eor
gia, South Carolina and 
prac tica lly  all Southern 
States there  a re  large  
num bers of Negroes who 
bare ly  sc ra tch  out a liv 
ing and accept his b u r 
dens as simply his  un
fortunate heritage. He 
te l ls  them that God will 
fortunate heritage . He 
te l ls  his children to be 
sa tisf ied  with what they 
have. He te lls  them that 
God will make a way. He 
believes that the white 
man is  superio r and con
sequently honors this fa l
s if ied  superiority .

Does Dr. King reach  
these  people? Does the 
poverty s tr icken  Negro 
understand the white 
m an’s legisla tive ap
proach to solving his 
problem ? No. If he did, 
then, I am su re  that he 
would not be complacent 
with his position in so 
ciety.

On the other hand, he 
understands the meaning 
of s trugg le-fo r  h is  life 
has been filled with s t ru g 
gles for survival. Thus he 
has  re l ied  heavily upon 
his physical strength  
throughout h is  life- And 
so when this segm ent of 
our people hea r  the te rm s  
such a s  “ we will take, we 
will hit, we will drag, 
e tc .”  which a re  used by 
the Black Power advo
ca tes ,  they a re  reached  
and they feel the essence  
of the power that they can
ex e rt  into the rac ia l  i s 
sue. This is  c lear ly  what 
the Black Power advo
ca tes  a re  doing-they a re  
reaching  the poverty 
s tr icken  Negro. They a re  
establishing unity among 
the black race  as  to what 
the black men want in 
th is country.

Thus, the black m an 's  
d ream s lie in the p r e s 
su re  that he ex e rts  upon 
the leaders  of this country 
whether it be expressed  
through factual o r  fiction
al tones.

THE COMPASS 

Beta  Bet.I Be ta
Induct s

The Society began the 
y ea r  with the ir  m em 
b e rs  Jannie R. E llis  and 
Leon McNeil working 
very  ha rd  screening p ro 
spects .  On December 11, 
1968, they proudly wel
comed Lacy M cLaurin 
and Angenette Ruffin to 
full m em bership . Also 
Josephine Grant and Ha
zel Battle were welcom
ed as  provisional m em 
b e rs .

Jannie R. E llis  is  p r e s 
ident, Leo McNeil is  
s e c re ta ry  with Dr. Seken- 
d e r  Khan as advisor.

Biology 
Department

Two students received  
g ran ts  from the Academy 
of Science. Angenette 
Ruffin and Leo McNeil 
who a re  biology m ajo rs  
have received  g ran ts  to 
fu r th e r  o r  s ta r t  r e s e a rc h  
in some aspect of biology.

Leo McNeil, a sen io r ,  
has done re s e a rc h  on the 
diatom s for over a yea r.  
Angenette is a junior.

These sam e two stu 
dents accompanied five 
o ther m ajo rs  as  well as 
th e ir  Department Head, 
Dr. Sekender Khan, on a 
t r ip  to Virginia State Col
lege at P e tersburg  on 
January  6.

Upon a r r iv a l  the s tu 
dents were greeted  by Dr. 
B. R. Woodson, P ro fe s 
so r  of Biology at the co l
lege. He showed the s tu 
dents the equipment and 
m a te r ia ls  that they had 
and he also show<=d them 
the p ro jec ts  they had un
d e r  re se a rc h .  After a tour 
of State’s campus, the E 
SCS Biology m ajo rs  r e 
turned  to a labora tory  
that had been se t  aside 
fo r  the ir  use.

The purpose of the t r ip  
was to c lassify  algae that 
had been found in P a s 
quotank County. Samples 
of algae of different spe 
c ies  were taken on the 
tr ip .

O thers included in the 
group besides those a l 
ready mentioned were: 
Dorothy W arren, Hazel 
Battle, Floyd Felton,Lacy 
M cLaurin  and F lo ra  
Rooks.

Rena Says
. . . B i a s  Ha l l  Is 

On The Bal l
The g ir ls  in Bias Hall 

have improved a g rea t  
deal In the las t  few 
months. They have e lec t 
ed officers , counselors , 
and com m ittee m em bers  
fo r  the dorm itory . They 
have also , decided upon 
showing their  C hris tm as  
s p i r i t  by decorations and 
C hris tm as  s i s te r s .

They seem to be get
ting the hang of things 
s ince  they have rece ived  
the ir  deficiencies and now 
they know that they have 
to rea lly  buckle down and 
study. The deficiencies 
will help some in that 
it will make them study 
m ore . It will hurt  o th e rs ,  
w hereas, they will give 
up hope and say “ I 
can’t make anything e lse  
but a “ D” ..But, the best 
thing to do is  do your 
best. Always s tr iv e  to do 

(Continued on Page 4)

What...?
Izola Young, ’67, En

glish M ajor, is  teaching 
at Darden High School in 
Wilson.

C harles  K ey es ,’67, So
c ia l Science M ajor, is 
teaching at Belhaven High 
School in Belhaven.

Leroy Brickhouse, '67 , 
E lem entary  Education 
M ajor is  teaching at 
Springfield High School in 
Lucama.

Jam es  Powell, ’67, In
d us tr ia l  Arts m ajo r ,  is  
teaching at Washington 
County Union High School 
in Roper.

E arl  Tyson, '67, En
glish m ajor, is  teaching 
at M ary Bethune High 
School in South Boston, 
Virginia.

C larence  Thomas, ’67, 
Art m ajor, is teaching 
at H a rr ie t  B. Davis High

(ACP ) — “ A  spec tre  is 
haunting A m erica  — the 
sp e c tre  of students. F o r  
the f i r s t  time in the h is 
tory of the United States, 
university  students have 
become a source of in te r 
es t  for all the nation, a 
source  of concern for 
much of the nation, and 
a source  of fear  fo r  some 
of the nation. This is a 
phenomenon unique to the 
decade of the 1960’s . ”

T hree  y ea rs  have p a s s 
ed since Clark  K err  
watched the beginnings of 
the student revolt at B e r 
keley from the vantage 
point of the presidency of 
the University of C a li 
fornia.

In the y ear  following 
the rio t,  the potentiality 
of “ a B erkeley”  hung 
heavily over many an ad 
m in is tr a to r ’s head. Most 
cam puses escaped but 
sporadic  d istu rbances  
kept the sp ir i t  of s tu 
dent activism  alive.

This year students ev 
eryw here  have come into 
th e ir  own.

Regarding them selves 
as no longer “ pawns”  of 
anyone — College adm in 
i s t r a to r s  and Washington 
bu reau c ra ts  included. 
They have become what 
K err  said no previous 
student generation m an
aged to become — “ a 
potential force in h is 
to ry .”

The specific banner on 
campus is  “ student 
pow er.”  At la rge , it might 
be rev ised  to read  “ hu
man power.”  Both con
ce rn  a d es ire  to d irec t  
one’s own day-to-day life 
in a meaningful way, as 
f ree  as  possible from au 

thority  and m echaniza 
tion.

The mood underlying 
the student movement is 
difficult to d issec t. But 
one of its  ingredients  
m ust certa in ly  be the a -  
lienation that com es from 
the bigness and complex
ity of the university , which 
m akes the student unable 
to affect his environment.

Instead, the student 
finds his  environment — 
the university , the Selec

tive Service — con tro l-

School in Cleveland,Ohio.
Marvin Spaulding, ’67, 

E lem en tary  Education 
m ajo r ,  is  teaching at 
C restv iew  Elementary 
School in Clarksville, 
Virginia.

Bonnie L. Rushing,’67, 
English m ajo r ,  is  teaching 
English and French at 
Brawley High School in 
Scotland Neck.

Randolph Mitchell, ’67 
E lem en tary  Education 
m ajo r ,  is  teaching at In- 
Borden High School in En
field.

Robert T. G raves, ’67, 
Social Science m ajor is 
teaching in the Public 
Schools of the District 
of Columbia at Garnet- 
P a tte rson  Junior High 
School in Washington, 
D.C.

ling him, telling him 
where he should live, what 
hours  he should keep, 
whom he can o r  cannot 
h e a r  speak on campus, 
whether he should go to 
war.

Le McEvoy, staff mem
be r  of UCLA’s Student 
Counseling Service, de
sc r ib ed  the student’s 
f ru s tra t io n  in an essay 
in the UCLA DAILY 
BRUIN:

“ One finds that the tele
phone, ‘official’ tran
s c r ip ts .  registration 
c a rd s ,  and other artifacts 
command far  m ore r e 
spect  and immediate re 
sponse than do human be
ings. The tyranny of 
c locks, schedules, forms, 
IBM p rocedures , reg is 
tra t ion  c a rd s ,  and calen
d a rs  has become so per
vasive and powerful as to 
no longer be within re 
p ro ac h .”

Like the hippies, stu
dent ac tiv is ts  have a feel
ing of pow erlessness . Un
like the hippies, the ac
t iv is ts  a re  working with
in the sy s te m  to try  to 
fo rce  change upon it ra 
th e r  than abandoning the 
system  as  hopeless.

rhe  power the students 
have claim ed for them
se lves  is  exerted  in vary 
ing deg rees  of intensity— 
from mild demands for 
se a ts  on a committee to 
s t r ik e s  virtually  shutting 
down an en tire  institution.

The term  “ student 
pow er”  originated at the 
National Student Assn. 
C ongress  at College 
P a rk ,  Md., in August. 
As conceived, it was not 
m eant to convey a desire 
for power o r  control 
over  every  aspect of cam
pus life.

It does, however, have 
s ta rk  connotations, lead
ing one University of Min
neso ta  faculty m em ber to 
call it a m isnom er. Frank 
Verbrugge, acting dean of 
the Institute of Technol
ogy, said the term  “ gives 
the im press ion  that stu
dents a re  pitted against 
faculty and adm inistra 
t o r s . ”

The NSA Congress

(Continued on page 4)

The Spectre
Of Students


