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Miss ECSU A Speaks

MISS ECSU - LILLIE FENNER

Fellow s tu d en ts  of Elizabeth 
City S tate University, now is 
the  tim e to prom ote  changes. 
W e can no longer ju s t  try to 
slide by, nor live in th e  past . 
W e are  confronted  with new er 
and g rea te r  p rob lem s which 
requ ire  new er and  g rea te r  
knowledge. This know ledge 
will not necessarily  be  ob ta ined  
in the  classroom  b u t from m any 
o the r  sources as well. W e m ust 
take it upon ourse lves to obta in 
sufficient know ledge to begin  a 
career.

The quality of education  we 
receive can not be  placed 
entirely  on our faculty. To place 
such a b u rden  upon them  
would be  like p lacing your life 
in the ir  hands . If th is  w ere  the  
case , som e of us may not be

alive today. W e have  faculty 
m e m b ers  from all walks of life; 
som e a re  in te re s ted  in teach ing  
us, som e a re  not, and  som e do 
not know how. W e can not let 
th is  h inde r  our p rogress .  W e 
will have  to sup p lem en t  w hat 
they omit. F u r th e r ,  I say to you, 
the  know ledge you n eed  to  face 
life can not totally be  found  in 
books. The gu ide lines and 
principles se t down by o thers  
will not adequa te ly  se rve  your 
purpose . A certa in  am oun t of 
personal experience  is essen tia l 
in p a t te rn ing  your life.

W e can read  th o u san d s  upon 
thousands  o f  books and  becom e 
g rea t  intellects, b u t  because  of 
lack of experience  am ong  o the r  
th ings, we seem  too often to 
loose touch with reality. The

g re a te s t  intellect in th e  world 
with no com m on sense  will 
en coun te r  m any  difficulties in 
life. C om m on sen se  an d  book 
know ledge is in te re la ted ,  one 
w ithout the  o th e r  p roduces  
p rob lem s.

M any  of us try  to  follow our 
fr iends  and  we beg in  to  lag 
along, le tting  life pass  us by. 
You a re  left b eh ind  and  your 
fr iends  often t im es  a re  left with 
you b ecau se  “ M isery  loves 
co m p an y .”  You m ay find it 
necessa ry  to  pull away from the  
little le ag u es  and  join the  m ajor 
le ag u es ,  th e  s tu d e n ts  who are  
striv ing for success.

Lillie E . F enner ,  
M iss  E .C .S .U .

Open Letter From The Chancellor
Dear Fellow Vikings:

1 . take this opportunity  to 
welcome all new and  re tu rn ing  
s tuden ts  to Elizabeth City State 
University. W elcome into the  
“ New University for a New 
U nive rse"  family and  to 
Vikingland w here  “ Youth and 
the Fu ture  M e e t .”  w here  one 
motto is "E xce l lence  W ithout 
E xcuse ,”  and  w here  "T o  Live 
Is To L earn .”

Your decision to continue on 
or to begin pursu its  in h igher 
education  at th is  tim e is 
significant and  com es at a tim e 
when we cannot afford to give 
less than  our b es t  and  you 
cannot afford to dem an d  less. 
This is a time when new vis tas 
ap p ea r  on the  horizon, a tim e 
when you m ust set new 
objectives and  be about the  
b us iness  of achieving those 
objectives which will resu lt in 
your being  developed individ
uals p rep a red  to com pete  in the  
g re a te r  society, and  a tim e 
when the  raised  a rm  and 
clinched fist and  all o ther 
sym bolism s are  not, by th e m 
selves, enough . To borrow from 
one of our m ayors , this  is 
indeed  a tim e w hen you m ust 
have  som eth ing  constructive in 
th a t  clinched fist, som eth ing  of

good know ledge and  “ b ra in 
pow er”  in the  head , and  
som eth ing  of everlasting  value 
in the  pocket.

The reasons  given in y e s te r 
years  for not asp iring  to  g rea te r  
he igh ts  are  no longer lastingly 
valid. W hile the  world m ay not 
be waiting for you with open 
arm s, if you have som eth ing  
which is w an ted  or needed ,  you 
will m ake your own place, for 
you will be  in dem and .

W e have done m uch, and  we 
plan to do much m ore to 
provide program s, facilities, 
and  resources to ass is t you in 
becom ing p rep a red  to com pete . 
W e have ju s t  recently  spen t 
over one million dollars to 
renovate  a n d /o r  add  to dorm i
tories , the  football field with 
lights, the  cafeteria , classroom 
build ings , and  o th e r  support 
facilities. W e have s t re n g th e n 
ed our D evelopm ent Office in 
the  a reas  of c luster ing , alumni 
affairs, and  foundation  o p e ra 
tions so as to provide m ore 
support for the  University  and  
its insitutional p rogram s. Ju s t  
this  year, m ore than  $10,000 
from the  University Foundation  
was m ade  available for scho
la rsh ips for som e of you. 
H undreds  of th o u san d s  of 
dollars have  come to you in the

form of s tu d en t  aid  from 
various Federa l and  State 
sources. W e a re  now im ple 
m en ting  new p ro g ram s in 
Co-op E ducation  and  E nviron 
m enta l Science. New concen 
tra tions have  been  ad d ed  to 
major a reas .  Sociology and  
P re -S o c ia l  W o rk ,  M e d ic a l  
Technology, and  C om puter  
Science a re  am ong  these .

The architec ts  and  ou r  own 
p lanners  are  now w orking on 
des igns  for an Industria l Arts 
Building which will cost a 
million and  a  ha lf  dollars , A 
H ealth  and  Physical Education  
facility to cost a lm ost two 
million dollars, and  a M a in te 
nance  Building to cost a  q u a r te r  
of a million dollars. W e plan to

Where Has The Spirit Gone
Fellow Vikings:

I have observed  som eth ing  
am ong  us th a t  is not very 
p leasing  and  should not be 
p leasing  to you. Our Viking 
spirit seem s to have lapsed. 
W hat do you suppose  could 
have h ap p en ed ?  H owever, 1 
feel th e  tim e has  com e to revive 
th a t  vital spirit.

I have  always depicted  
Vikings as  hav ing  the  charac-

Editor Alstor

te ris tics of intellectually agres- 
sive people , knowing w here  
they a re  going and  why. If this  
spirit does not live w ithin you, 1 
su g g es t  th a t  you u se  in trospec 
tive m ean s  to solve your 
prob lem . If you a re  a true  
Viking, you will find your 
an sw er w ithin your hearts .

Your w illingness to support 
your school activities and  
program s should have so g rea t  
an im pact th a t  E lizabeth City 
State University  would becom e 
nationally  known. It would be  
known not as one of the  small 
Southern  black schools, bu t as 
an  o u t s t a n d i n g  u n iv e r s i ty  
w here  o u ts tand ing  s tuden ts  
learn  to  m ee t and  g ree t  the ir  
challenge with a smile. This 
can only be  done by our ability 
to  becom e superior academ ic 
ally, to apply w hat we 
com prehend  and  use  it in an 
effective m a n n e r  so th a t  we 
may reach horizons never 
ven tu red  before.

W e realize of course, th a t  our 
college life is not com plete 
w ithout extra-curr icu lar activi
ties, likewise these  activities

The Seekers Of Wisdom
Faye Smith

WE C O M E -A S THE SEEKERS OF WISDOM  
WE STRIV E-AS THE LIGHT OF SUCCESS 
WE SEAR CH -O U R  HEARTS FOR OUR 

POTENTIALS 
WE ACKNOW LEDGE-NO LESS THAN THE  

BEST
WE O FTEN -STO P AND LINGER LONG 
WE PONDER-OVER MILLIONS OF 

QUESTIONS 
WE NEARLY-GAVE UP ALL OUR BELIEFS 
W E N E E D -N O  MORE REGRESSIONS 
W E HAVE BEEN R EA SSU R ED -O F OUR 

PURPOSE HERE for 
W E ONCE WERE LO ST-A N D  FELT VERY 

BLUE
W E WILL TAKE P R ID E -O F  OUR CAM PUS SO 
DEAR for
WE ALL A R E -M E M B ER S OF ECSU

lam A Viking
I am a Viking

not by force 
I am a Viking

by sh e e r  rejoice 
T hough  o th e rs  s lander  and 

cu rse  h e r  n am e  
h e r  b eau ty  an d  g race  is still 
m y fam e 

I am a Viking 
not by g reed  

I am a Viking  
by s incere  need  
to  becom e  a spokesm an , for 
o th e rs  to  see  w h a t  ECSU has 
done for m e 

I am a Viking 
not by sp ite  

I am a Viking 
by rich de l igh t 
to  b e  h e r  fr iend  th rough  
troub le  an d  d ispa ir  
to  m ake  h e r  b u rd e n s  less 
h a rd  to  b e a r  

I am a Viking
an d  as you can see  th e r e ’s no 
o th e r  p lace I ’d r a th e r  be.

Doro thy  W ilson

spend  a  q u a r te r  of a million 
dollars to im prove roads , 
g rounds ,  an d  walks an d  to 
im prove secruity . O ther  re n o 
vations an d  th e  add ition  of 
o the r  bu ild ings  a re  schedu led  
sub jec t to approva ls  and  
available funds . A lready a p 
proved  a re  two new  dorm ito r 
ies, a  w a te r  t r e a tm e n t  system  
and  a second  story for the  
University  C en te r ,  p lus  ad d i 
tional roofing, m ap s  and  
ou ts ide  renovations^

In the  in terim , I encou rage  
all of you to utilize positvely 
and  fully th e  facilities and

resou rces  th a t  a re  available  to 
gain know ledge - to learn . O ur 
L ib r a ry  h a s  o v e r  7 7 ,0 0 0

Dr. Thorpe

cannot exist if they a re  not 
suppo r ted .  Support is not given >S 
by des tructive  criticism b u t  by 
partic ipa ting  actively and  dis- «
playing constructive ideas. W e i:-:'
all have  an opportun ity  to 
partic ipa te , so take it and  work 
ra th e r  than  criticize. T he key to 
p rog ress  is to  give your b ro the r  
a  h an d  w hen  he  n eed s  it.

The food our body, m ind  and  
soul n eed s  lies h e re  in Viking 
land. A tru e  Viking would take 
advan tage  of the  opportun it ies  
before  him . Are you a true  
Viking?

Your Editor, 
B arba ra  Alston

vo lum es an d  aw aits  your 
com ing. O ur Basic Education  
an d  E n r ich m en t  C en te r  is 
eq u ip p ed  an d  well s ta ffed  to 
ass is t  you with academ ic  
difficulties, th e  faculty  s tands  
ready  to  prov ide  th o se  chal
le n g es  an d  le a rn ing  expe rienc 
es  which g u a ra n te e  grow th  and 
deve lopm en t,  and  th e  new 
A udio-tutorial L earn ing  C en te r  
is in p ro g ress .

If you have  com e to  E lizabe tP  
City S ta te  U nivers ity  with goals 
to  ach ieve  and  d re a m s  to  fulfill, 
w h e re  th e se  e n c m p a ss  a  desire  
to  be  a  w orthw hile  citizen to  7" 

bo th  you rse lf  and  society, w e |  
a re  p re p a re d  to  help  youJ 
H o w e v e r ,  m u c h  o f  w h a t  
h a p p e n s  to  you h e re  will 
d e p e n d  upon  your w illingness 
to  lea rn , app ly  yourse lves,  and 
to  be  m otiva ted  se lf-s tarters .  
This  U nivers itv  is first and  
fo rem ost an  ins ti tu tion  of 
lea rn ing .̂ This  is why we paid 
an d  a re  pay ing  ou r  dues .  W e 
w ish for you th e  very best .

V ery s inceely yours, 
M arion  D. Thorpe 

Chancellor
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Thank You!
M r. J a m e s  S terling, Book

s to re  M an ag e r ,  g ives his 
thanks  and  apprecia tion  for the  
k indness  and  though tfu l lness  
show n him  by  s tu d en ts ,  faculty 
and  staff  du ring  his illness.

Barbara Ann Alston:-:: 
Sandra BrayX: 

Dorothy M . Wilson:.':; 
Alm a Jenkins.-:;; 

Jeannette Boone;:;: 
Elijah Burke-:-: 

Dorothy W ilson , P eggy  Scott::-: 
and Sandra Bray;:-: 

Alm a Jenkins, Gail Johnson;;:!; 
P®ggy Scott, Patricia R obertsS  
M atthew  B lount, Faye Smith:-:-: 

Anthony B allad, Gerald W illiam s, M elba Murphy:;:} 
v '. Jeannette Boone:-:-:
❖ f a c u l t y  Advisors: W . M uldrow and J. T. W illiam s S:

:;;;THE COMPASS is published m onthly during the school year by-:-: 
g th e  students o f E lizabeth City State U niversity, E lizabeth City J  
;XNorth Carolina 27909. Editorial opinions or those articles on the:;;: 
:;::editorial page are not necessarily  th ose of the COMPASS or theij;: 
JJUniversity. I-:-

5:;Typists 

ijijContributing Editors


