
ROTC teaches cadets 
leadership, discipline
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Demetrius Melton and Bobby Burrus look sharp in their ROTC uniforms. Melton is a 
Cadet Major and Burrus is Cadet Battalion Commander.

by Angela Burrus

O n six o 'c lock  M onday  m o rn in g , 
most studen ts  are still enjoying those 
last, sw eet h ours  of sleep before wak- 
ijig up  for classes.

But for s tuden ts  in the R eserved Of
ficer Training Corp, their day  has al
ready begun. They are already up  and  
m arching while reciting lines like these: 
"They say that in the A rm y that the food is 
mighty fine. A chicken rolled off the table 
and it started marking time."

ECSU is one of over 400 colleges and  
universities ^o offer an A rm y ROTC 
program , first im p lem en ted  here in 
1981.

Since then 131 cadets have been com 
m issioned as A rm y Officers at ECSU 
w hom  becam e m em bers of the United 
States A rm y R eserve an d  N a tio n a l 
Guard.

The program  offers college students  
an opportun ity  to g raduate  as officers 
and serve in the US Army, the A rm y 
National G uard, or the US A rm y Re
serves.

ECSU C adet Battalion C om m ander 
Bobby Burrus said the p rogram  has 
offered him  skills of leadersh ip  and  
self discipline.

It has given m e a free education 
an d  a g u a ra n te e  job m ak in g  m ore  
m oney than the average college s tu 

dent will m ake w hen  they g raduate,"  
B urrus said.

Burrus feel these skills w ill carry him  
th ro u g h  the  A rm y  a n d  C o rp o ra te  
America.

The program  also enhances studen ts ' 
education by p rovid ing  un ique  leader
ship and  m anagem en t tra in ing  along 
w ith p rovid ing  them  w ith  practical ex
perience, according to according to a 
b ro c h u re  is su ed  a t th e  Fall ROTC 
A w ards Ceremony.

"The ROTC program  has given m e a 
lot of abilities in com m unication," said 
ECSU senior Dexter Holley, a form er 
C adet Battalion C om m ander.

In h igh  school, H olley w an ted  to 
serve in the military. Inspired  by the 
recom m endation  of a form er teacher, 
he joined the ROTC p rog ram  in Janu 
ary 1994. H e said the p ro g ram  thrives 
on an incentive of ambition.

"It teaches m e to do  m ore for m yself 
instead of dep en d in g  on o thers to help  
m e," H olley said. "This will help m e 
w h en  I go into the military."

D em etrius M elton, a cadet major, ex
plained that students on the ROTC pro 
gram  set some of the best exam ples on 
cam pus.

"Besides presenting ourselves in a 
v ery  p re sen tab le  m anner, w e have  
som e of the h ighest GPAs at this uni

versity," said Melton.
C aptain  M atthew  Peele, director of 

the ECSU p rogram  at ROTC for the 
past six years, feels the program  teaches 
students  discipline, responsibility, and  
leadership.

"It's  the sm artest college course you 
can take," said Peele, w ho encourages 
studen ts  to join the p rogram  during  
their first tw o years of college. "These 
three or four years can offer you a life
time career."

The p rogram  has tw o com ponents, 
the basic course taken du rin g  the first

tw o  years and  the advanced  course, 
tak en  d u r in g  the ju n io r an d  senior 
years.

ECSU's ROTC s tuden ts  and  officers 
w ere honored  

du ring  the annual ROTC Fall Awards 
C erem ony held  on Tuesday, Nov. 4 at 2 
p.m.

Five ROTC s tu d en ts  received the 
A cadem ic  A ch ie v e m en t A w ard  for 
ranking in the top  ten percent of their 
c la sses : A n e tr ia  C o a x u m , Bobby 
Burrus, C hristopher Johnson, Joseph 
Kurtzweil, and  M ichael Lewis.
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All T hings C onsidered - From the Supreme Court to San 
Francisco, from Chapel Hill to Cape Town, NPR and contributing 
reporters stationed around the globe offer timely, incisive coverage 
of each day’s events. Robert Siegel, Noah Adams and Linda 
Wertheimer are the hosts. All Things C onsidered  airs Monday 
through Friday, 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

NPR N ew scast Service - Because news stories break around the 
clock, NPR’s five minute newscast will be aired throughout the day 
at :01 after the hour Monday through Sunday.

Jazz Set With Branford M arsalis - This program takes you on 
the road with one of the outstanding personalities in jazz as a tour 
guide. With humor and style, the Grammy winning leader of the 
“Tonight Show” band sets the scene and narrates recently record
ed jazz performances. JAZZ Set With Branford M arsalis airs 
Sundays at 12:00 p.m.

Jazz From L incoln  C enter - The excitement continues with 
Jazz From L incoln  C enter in its third scintillating season of 
swing and syncopation, as part of the international acclaimed Jazz 
A t Lincoln Center series. Curated by artistic director Wynton 
Marsalis, hosted by CBS News correspondent Ed Bradley and pro
duced at Murray Street Productions, this program presents a can
non of jazz as never before. Jazz From Lincoln  C enter airs 
Sunday at 1:00 p.m.

Jazz P rofiles - singer Nancy Wilson hosts this important, new 
documentary series chronicling the people, places and events in 
jazz. By combining archival recordings, interviews and narration, 
each program in the series will tell an informative and engaging 
story that celebrates the music and those who make it. Jazz 
Profiles airs Sunday at 2:00 p.m.

Car Talk - Imagine the Marx Brothers answering questions about 
automobiles. Picture Monty Python trying to imitate car noises. 
Then think of A. J. Foyt telling someone how to open the car hood. 
Mix that all up, throw in a little Camus and a little Smothers 
Brothers and you’ve got Car Talk, the Peabody Award winning 
show with nearly two million listeners each week. Join Tom and 
Ray Magliozzi every week for an hour’s worth of general vehicular 
madness, spread evenly over more than a modicum of intelligent 
information about car repair. Car Talk airs at 6:30 p.m. on 
Mondays.

^Building Success From 
the Sound Up”


