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NBC News National Correspondent Visits Campus 
as part of Vilcing Fest 2000

By Brian Gray 
Staff Reporter

O n A pril 13, 2000,
E liz a b e th  C ity  S ta te  
University hosted a speak
er's forum for students, 
faculty and staff as a part of 
Viking Fest 2000. The dis
tinguished guest of the day 
was Ms. Rehema Ellis, a 
national news correspond
ent for NBC.

''Ignorance is painful,"

Elections Held 
for 2000-2001 

Student 
Government 
Association

By Shekeria Smith 
Staff Reporter

ECSU is gearing up for the 
upcoming school year with an anxi
ous new Student Government cabi
net. Elections for the 2000-2001 
school year were held on March 30. 
Approximately 400 students regis
tered and voted.

The newly elected members of the 
SGA are Tremaine Roberts,
Attorney General, Keisha Ferguson, 
Treasurer, Shaleka Eley, Recording 
Secretary, Felicia Taylor,
Corresponding Secretary, Zack 
Hawkins, Vice-President and Albert 
Walker, President.

Roberts, Ferguson, Taylor,
Hawkins, and Walker are all rising 
seniors. Eley is a rising junior.

After a week of scheduled cam
paigning, candidate speeches and 
debates, the student body voted for 
their best possible candidates for 
SGA. Student Affairs, the current 
SGA cabinet, and the Election Board 
members assisted with the voting 
process as well as helped in organiz
ing the events for the elections espe
cially where providing more polling 
locations was concerned.

A gala was held at Bedell Cafeteria 
on March 30th to announce the win
ners. Shekeria Smith, chairperson 
of the Board of Elections, presided 
over the ceremony and welcomed 
the new members.

Waquita Lane, a rising senior from 
Halifax County, North Carolina will 
carry out the duties of Miss ECSU 
for the upcoming school year with 
James Polk, holding the position of 
Mr. ECSU.

The polls showed that voting 
increased among the students this 
year.

Ellis said during her hour 
long speech. "We shouldn't 
let anybody let us think we 
shouldn't know."

Ms. Ellis, who spoke in 
Moore Hall, did not talk 
about what type of work she 
does at NBC, but rather 
about what type of work 
and determination it takes 
to achieve your goals in life.
She did however give an 
occasional reference to her 
work at NBC.

"We believe in TV news 
that fifteen seconds is all 
you will remember. The 
business I am in is based on 
public opinion."

Ms. Ellis delivered an
exciting speech filled with Photo courtesy o f PamTolson,ECSUPubHc Relations

her own views about how to News correspondnet Rehema Ellis speaks to students in Moore Hall.

succeed in life. "You have
to be one step ahead of the on the fence, and you know was merely a plastic sheet 
person behind you," she he couldn't have possible placed over a rockover a

'You

y  K J    J - ----------------------------------- J - ------------------------------ -  bed
said, indicating that the way jumped that high, someone where they  p laced  the 
to find a good job is to be helped him up there." babies. When I saw that,
more informed than your Ms. Ellis said that she tru- my heart went out for them, 
peers. "There are people ly enjoys working in broad- The pieces she least 
who would rather you not cast news. "It's what I set enjoys working on are gang 
be informed." out to do," she said. "I felt I violence stories when she

During her speech, she had a talent for it. One of has to visit the parents of 
used the analogy of a small the pieces she has done that victims. The piece she most 
frog sitting on the top of a affected her the most was enjoyed worKing on was 
fence to illustrate her point about the refugee crisis in w hen  N elson M andela, 
that someone helps you in life Rwanda. President of South Africa,
to achieve your goals, that "We w ent to see the came to visit the U.S. in 
you cannot always succeed orphanage they kept the 1991. "There were lots of 
completely on your own. children in, which weren't parties and events, it was 

1 see the little frog sitting really orphanages at all. It exciting."
Ms. Ellis began her career 

in broadcasting at WJIB 
rad io  in Boston. She 
worked at various news 
radio stations before coming 
to NBC as a general assign
ment correspondent in early 
1994. She has anchored 
NBC N ew s at Sunrise, 
To d a y a n d  America's 
Talking In-Depth. Her work 
at NBC has given her the 
opportunity to cover such 
head lin e  new s as the 
Rwandan refugee crisis, the 
U.S. occupation of Haiti, the
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