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Energy Conservation Fair

By Keria Miller

Staff Writer

On M onday
October 31,2005, while the 
children were out trick -  or 
-  treating. The Energy 
Conservation Fair took 
place, at the K.E. White 
Graduate Center from 6:00 
pm -  8:00 pm. The fair was 
sponsored by Elizabeth City 
State University Community 
D evelopm ent Program , 
Elizabeth City Neighborhood 
Corporation, Economic 
Improvement Council, NC 
Cooperative Extension 
Service, Pasquotank Center, 
and N ortheastern
Community Development 
Corporation.

The event included a 
free dinner, prizes were given 
away, book bags were 
donated to the children from 
the E lizabeth  City 
Neighborhood Corp and 
smaU kits enclosed with items

to help save energy in our 
homes were also given out.

Wasting energy is a 
major issue facing Elizabeth 
City and the rates are above 
average. Avoiding to save 
energy affects our gas 
prices, and creates global 
warming in the ozone layer; 
which is trapping heat inside 
the earth, the cause of the 
num erous am ount of 
hurricanes, utility bills, and 
many other issues that affect 
our lives every day without 
our recognition.

The weatherization 
assistance Program  is 
administered thr ough North 
Carolina’s Department of 
Health and Human Services 
O ffice of Econom ic 
Opportunity. The program 
is designed to deliver energy 
efficient services to low 
incom e households.

P rofess ion a lly  trained 
Weatherization crews perform 
on site home energy audits. 
Families with income below 
150% of Federal Poverty 
level, eligible families, elderly, 
the disabled and families with 
children are assisted first.

The Weatherization 
program has weatherized up 
to 800,000 homes within the 
last year. Weatherization 
services lower the energy bill 
30- 40% every year. Non
insulated homes experience 
up to 100% heat loss.

There are steps to 
reducing the amount of energy 
in our homes, which include: 
1) Sealing holes and cracks in 
floors and ceilings; 2) 
Conserve hot water by 
managing thermostat settings 
( try to avoiding running water 
that is not being used, set 
thermostat at 120 degrees.);

3) Get heating arid  ̂ air 
system s professiowaliy 
serviced once a year (Turn 
therm ostat back to 65 
degrees when home is not in 
use); 4) Instead of regular 
Ught bulbs, use the fluorescent 
light bulbs (which last ten 
times longer, cuts 75% of light 
bill, eleven year warranty, 
and cuts 7-12% of the utility 
bill; 5) Clean coils of 
refrigerator every thirty days 
( fridge should not be against 
the wall, while searching for 
food do not hold the door 
open for a long amount of 
time; 6) Turn off appliances 
when not in use; 7) Try to 
avoid cooking big meals, 
boiling water in an open pan, 
match size of pan to a heating 
element, use more of the 
microwave, and prepare 
food at one time.

Dennis Gordon, energy 
director of the Economic

See ENERGY on page 5

Erskine Bowles seeks to better 
16 NC campuses

By Audrey Jacobs
Staff Writer

On W ednesday,
Nov. 9, Erskine Bowles, 
president elect of the 16- 
campus North Carolina 
University system, visited 
E lizabeth  City State 
University.

At 9 a.m. sharp in a 
conference room of the New 
Student Center, a panel of 
students sat eager to engage 
in conversation with Bowles.
The panel consisted of eleven 
students, each of whom 
brought a variety of life 
experiences to the table. Mr.

Erskine Bowles

and Miss. ECSU were 
present along with the 
current Student
Government president. The 
panel consisted of students 
with varying majors of study 
like Pharm. D, Social Work 
and Communication studies. 
Bowles welcom ed the 
diversity of the group by 
encouraging participants to 
tell about themselves.

After introductions 
were over, Mr. Bowles asked 
an icebreaker question, “What 
do you want this university to 
be?” This compilation of the 
answers by the students was 
referred to by Bowles as,” 
Our Bible”, something we need 
to live by from here on out. 
The development of ECSU’s 
“Bible” was underway.

Issues discussed 
included theever-controversial 
name change. Some of the 
students voiced that changing 
the name would make ECSU 
a more marketable institution, 
while others sought the 
historical significance of leaving 
the university’s name alone. 
Not only were controversial 
questions discussed, but light

hearted ones as well. When 
asked if, during the taping 
Jeopardy at UNC-Chapel 
Hill this month, he had a 
chance to meet Alex Trebek, 
Erskine Bowles replied, “I 
didn’t have the chance to,” 
but took the opportunity to 
ask students, “but would you 
like to see more programs 
such as this offered within the 
UNC system?”

Overall, the panel discussion 
was a success. New 
objectives and ideas were 
introduced and current issues 
discussed. From this 
information, Bowles said he 
would begin to build the long
term plan for Elizabeth City 
State University.

Financial aid confusing 
to freshmen
By Matt Law
Staff Writer

W ith the spring 
semester just weeks away, 
the financial aid office is 
gearing up. But some 
students, especially freshmen 
who are unfamiliar with the 
procedures of the financial 
aid process, are left with little 
or no aid and are unable to 
register for classes.

At the heart of the 
financial aid process is the 
FAFSA form , the Free 
A pplication for Federal 
Student Aid form. This form 
must be completed by every 
student every year they plan 
to attend college. This form 
determines how much aid will 
be provided by the 
government, and how much 
the student/parent will be 
responsible for providing.

Although the form 
seems easy to complete, 
many students have trouble 
filling it out

Students are 
responsible for providing the 
school with their parents’ 
financial information, as well 
,as their own, if applicable. 
However, many parents are

not able to produce the 
financial records in time. 
Francis Wiggins, 46, a parent 
of college age children, said 
she has trouble producing her 
financial records on time 
simply because she doesn’t 
know when they are needed. 
“My son always tells me too 
late because most of the time 
he doesn’t know when the 
form is due,” Wiggins said.

LaTonya Gregory, 
financial aid officer at 
E lizabeth  City State 
University, says that the 
U.S. Education Department 
sends students reminders 
about when the form is due 
in plenty of time to make the 
M arch deadline. “We 
recommend that they file their 
taxes early,” Gregory said. 
“They can file their taxes as 
early as January. In fact, the 
U. S. Education Department 
sends rem inders to all 
registered students/parents in 
plenty of time to get require 
information.”

The biggest problem with 
incoming freshmen, acconling
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