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Christmas Is a Big Holiday 
Influenced by Variety of Factors

By Paulino Bowman

On th e  25th day  of th is  m onth ,  
th o u sa n d s  of people will cele
b ra te  C h r is tm as  — one of th e  
m ost p o p u la r  of all holidays. I t  
has  been m an y  y e a rs  s ince the  
f irs t  C h r is tm as  w as  procla im ed. 
Today, in a w orld  w h ich  seem s 
to be devoted  p r im a r i ly  to  t r a 
d it ional gift giving, th e re  is l i t 
t le  t im e to  p onder  w h a t  th e  ho li 
day  shou ld  rea lly  ce lebrate .

C h r is tm as  is a bea u t ifu l  t im e 
of th e  y e a r  w h e n  s t re e ts  and  
shop  w in d o w s a re  inv i t ing ly  dec 
ora ted , w ith  n u m e ro u s  item s for 
t h a t  g if t  list. Ah! H ow  nice it is 
to  u n w ra p  those  packages of 
se aso n ’s g ree tings .  But, ooh! H ow  
it is for th e  g iver  to  receive  those  
C h r is t in as  bills, bills, bills! He 
has  th a t  w ell devised  budget.  He 
tr ie s  to  ease his  C h r is tm as  h a n g 
over  w ith  a lka-seltzer and  as 
p irin .

T he  conception  of a f ictitious 
ch a ra c te r  called S an ta  Claus 
m e a n s  m ore  to  som e ch i ld ren  
(and  adu lts )  th a n  th e  idea th a t  
th is  day is th e  festival ce le b ra t 
ing  th e  b i r th  of Christ , th e  prop- 
hesized S avior  of m ank ind .  Prei> 
a ra t io n s  a re  m ade  ea r ly  fo r  D ear 
S a n ta ’s m id n ig h t  r ide  w ith  his  
bu n d le  of toys and  his re indeer- 
d r 'iw n  s 'ed.

H ow  did S an ta  C laus and  the  
n u m e ro u s  o th e r  cu s to m s ge t  in to  
the  d ay  th a t  is set as ide  for 
C h r is t  in th e  f irs t  place? In  
fable he  w as  f irs t  k n o w n  as  the  
p a t ro n  - sa in t  of ch i ld ren ,  St. 
N icholas, w ho  w as  th e  b ishop  of 
Myra, and  died  in 345 or 352. S an 
ta  Claus, of D u tch  origin, is r e p 
re se n ted  in p o p u la r  f iction as the  
b e a re r  of p re se n ts  to  ch i ld ren  on 
C h r is tm as  eve. T h e  old cus tom  
used  * 0  be  for som eone on De
cem b er  5th to  a s su m e  th e  cos
tu m e  of a b ishop  an d  d is t r ib u te  
sm all g if ts  to “good ch ild ren ."

T h e  a n n iv e r s a ry  of C h r is t ’s 
b i r th  w as  n o t  ce leb ra ted  to  an y  
apprec iab le  e x te n t  u n t i l  th e  3rd

ce n tu ry .  J a n u a r y  fith and  D ecem 
b e r  25th w e re  gen e ra l ly  adopted, 
f irs t  in th e  W est,  la te r  in  the  
E ast ,  as da tes  on w h ich  it should  
be  ce leb ra ted  in th e  5th cen tu ry .  
T h e a tr e s  in th e  R om an  E m p ire  
w ere  o rdered  closed on C h r is t 
m as  as ea r ly  as 400 b u t  th e  day 
did not becom e a legal holiday 
un ti l  534.

M any C h r is tm as  cus tom s w ere  
t r a n s fe r r e d  f rom  pre-C hris tm as  
times. On .January  0th, the  
I ta l ian  fa iry  B efana is supposed  
to fill th e  s tock ings  of ch i ld ren  
w ith  gifts. O ur cus tom s  of the  
C h r is tm as  season a re  associa ted  
w ith  th a t  prac tice . So, it seem s 
th a t  a com binat ion  of cus tom s 
and  p rev ious  fes tivals  h av e  been 
in te rw o v e n  in to  C hris tm as .

E v en  S an ta  Claus, as h is to ry  
sta tes ,  w as  in ex is tence  before  
th e  da te  for C h r is tm as  w as  ever  
legally es tablished.

O ther  cus tom s of ea r l ie r  fes ti 
vals w ere  t r a n s fe r r e d  to  the  
C hr is t ian  holiday. F o r  exam ple:

(1) T h e  C h r is tm as  T re e  — the  
palm  tree  hav in g  tw elve  shoots, 
one to re p re se n t  each m o n th  of 
the  year ,  w as  used  in th e  festival 
of Isis, an  E g y p tia n  goddess. The 
palm  t re e  w as  modified  in th e  
ce leb ra tion  of D ecem ber 25th by 
th e  su b s t i tu t io n  of th e  f ir  t ree

Queen Doi-othy D avis is flanked by seniors on stage.

for it.
(2) C h r is tm as  ca rds  — th ese  

da te  f rom  th e  la t te r  ha l f  of th e  
19th ce n tu ry .

Rams Win 2 Games 
In Whitaker Gym

E a r l  M onroe scored 126 poin ts  
in  tw o  g am es as th e  W inston- 
Salem  R am s hit t r ip le  figiu-es 
tw ice  in tw o g am es at th e  W h i t 
ak e r  G ym nas ium .

M onroe scored 08 w h e n  the  
R am s topped  th e  F ay e t tev i l le  
B roncos 112-97.

H e sank  58 w h ile  th e  team  w as  
r ip p in g  th e  N o rth  Caro lina  Col
lege E ag les  115-96 before an  o v e r 
flow crowd.

Dorothy Davis Reigns 
As Miss W-S State

D oro thy  Davis, a .senior w ith  
a w in n in g  sm ile and  a fr iend ly  
voice, w as  ci 'owned Mi.ss in- 
ston-Salem  S tate  in tw o  ce re 
m onies  over  t h e hom ecom ing  
w eekend . Dr. K e n n e th  R. W il 
liams. p res iden t of the  college, 
c row ned  h e r  bo th  tim es.

She w as  officially in a u g u ra te d  
in a co rona tion  ce rem ony  and

p ara d e  of qu een s  F r id a y .  Nov. 18 
in  a s tu d e n t  assem bly . U pon  r e 
ce iv ing  h e r  honor,  she  said: 

"L ong  a f te r  th is  c ro w n  h as  
been  rem oved  from  m y  head, a 
w e ig h t  w ill still be th e re  — th e  
w eigh t of th e  h o n o r  m y  f r ie n d s  
and  fellow s tu d e n ts  have  b es to w 
ed on me. I welcome, che r ish  
and  shall en d e av o r  to  uph o ld

Sylvio Sprinkle Recoils H ap py  Days In India
# ■  uncle, a d ra w in g  room, an d  a

“T h e  m ost r e w a rd in g  experi^ 
ence t h a t  I will eve r  e n c o u n te r ,” 
a re  th e  w o rd s  Miss Sylvia 
S p rink le  uses  to  describe  h e r  
s ta y  in In d ia  d u r in g  th e  sum m er.

Sylvia, a sen io r  of W inston- 
Salem  S ta te  College, w'as am ong  
a g ro u p  of e ig h t  s tu d e n ts  w h o  
trav e le d  to  Ind ia  to  p a r t ic ipa te  
in th e  E x p e r im e n t  in I n te r n a 
t ional L iv in g  p rog ram .

“In d ia  is a n a t ion  of poverty ,  
w ith  ex t re m e ly  low liv ing  s ta n d 
ards, w ith  abso lu te ly  no  s a n i ta ry  
system , b u t  a  n a t ion  w i th  v e ry  
hosp itab le  peop le” , s ta te s  Sylvia. 
“As in  an y  o th e r  pover ty -s tr icken  
co u n try ,  th e re  a re  exceptions; 
how ever,  a r ich  p erso n  in  Ind ia  
m ay  be com pared  to  a h i g h  
m iddle  class A m e r ic a n ” , she ad d 
ed.

F o r tu n a te ly  for  Sylvia she  liv 
ed w ith  one of t h e  w ea l th y  
fam ilies  of India. H e r  fa th e r  
o w ned  five factories. H e r  fam ily  
consis ted  of a m o ther ,  fa the r ,  
fou r  sis ters ,  tw o  b ro th e rs ,  an 
a u n t  an d  uncle. She w as  th e  only 
m e m b e r  of h e r  g ro u p  w ho  s lep t 
indoors.

Sylvia l ived  in  th e  m ain  house 
w h ich  consis ted  of t w o  gues t  
room s, a su ite  fo r  h e r  a u n t  and

Sylvia Sprinkle  
Dr. Singh.

with two faculty members, Dr. Sandarchari and

bedroom  for h e r  p a re n ts .  T h e re  
w as  a second h o u s e  fo r  h e r  
I n d ia n  b r o th e r s  an d  s is ters ,  and  
a house  for  th e  k i tc h e n  an d  th e  
cooks.

S y lv ia  v is i ted  n ine  s ta te s  w hile  
she  w as  in  Ind ia .  C oncern ing  
h e r  t rave ls ,  sh e  has  th is  to  say: 
“B y trave ling ,  1 lea rn ed  to  a p 
p rec ia te  th e  U n ited  S ta tes  more.
I le a rn e d  a lo t  t h a t  1 shou ld  
h av e  k n o w n , b u t  d id n ’t. I now  
h ave  a b e t te r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of 
people, an d  I w a n t  to  t ra v e l  
m o re .”

W h e n  a sked  w h a t  im p re ssed  
h e r  m o s t  abou t India, Sylvia 
s ta ted : “T h e  people im pressed  
m e  th e  most. T h e i r  hab i ts  and  
cu s to m s a re  so d if fe ren t  f rom  
ours, y e t  th e y  a re  so f r iend ly .”

Sylv ia  gives t h i s  advice to  
fu tu re  t r a v e le r s  abroad: “V isit  
the  people  of a n a t io n  o r  c o u n 
t r y  —  n o t  ju s t  t h e  h is to rica l  
sites. Y ou on ly  le a rn  a b o u t  life 
in  a c o u n t ry  b y  g e t t in g  to  kn o w  
th e  people in  th a t  co u n t ry .”

Miss S p rin k le  gave  th e  s tu 
d e n t  body an  exc it ing  p ic toria l 
and  w o rd  accoun t of h e r  s ta y  in  
In d ia  a t  a W e d n esd ay  m o rn in g  
chapel  p rogram .

th is  h o n o rab le  w e ig h t .”
H e r  e s c o r t  w a s  Michael 

W righ t .  Mrs. D avis w as  crow ned  
a second t im e in  a public  ce re 
m o n y  d u r in g  h a l f t im e  of th e  
h om ecom ing  gam e a t  B ow m an  
G ray S tad iu m  b e tw e en  th e  R am s 
and  F ay e t tev i l le  State.

A t te n d a n ts  to  Miss W SSC 
were:

P a tr ic ia  Holiday, a jun io r ,  e s 
co r ted  by  L ou is  T u rn e r ;  S h irley  
B row n, a sophom ore,  e scor ted  by 
A lje rnon  W illiam s, an d  G w e n 
do lyn  Jones, a f re sh m a n ,  esco r t 
ed by B ronv il le  Scott.

Mrs. D avis w as  elec ted  b y  th e  
s tu d e n t  body a f te r  an  exc iting  
ca m pa ign  aga in s t  Miss Holiday. 
Bo th  conduc ted  s t r e n u o u s  ca m 
paigns  to  win.

O th er  ca m p u s  q u ee n s  c row ned  
at th e  co rona tion  ce rem o n y  w ere: 

B ren d a  L o w re y  as Miss S tu 
den t N EA . E  r  m  a W igg ins  as 
Miss X.AACP. R o b e rta  H e n ry  as 
Miss B ro w n  Hall, and  G loria  J. 
T yson  as Miss Ram .

J o h n  F. Lew is, c h a i rm a n  of 

th e  h om ecom ing  com m ittee ,  p r e 

sided over  th e  ce rem ony . All th e  

q u ee n s  rode th e  n ex t  day  in  a  

t r e m e n d o u s  "Tops in  H o m eco m 

ing" parade.  A host o f  b an d s  

f ro m  var io u s  h igh schools jo ined  

th e  college b ands  of W SSC and  

F ay e t tev i l le  in  th e  p a ra d e  an d  in  

pre-gam e cerem onies .

O ther  fea tu re s  of hom ecom ing  

w ere  a ca m p u s  d aw n  dance b e 

fore th e  football gam e a n d  th e  

v ic to ry  ball.


