
Celebrate Black History Month with

The News Argus
V olum e 22, No. 4  W inston-Sa lem  State University F ebruary  29 , 1 9 8 8

Why We C elebrate  mmmmmmmmmatmmKammm msm m m M Sm  D o You K now

B lack  H istory  M onth
By Linda McKiiight 

Staff Reporter

As you, the students of Winston-Salem 
State University celebrate  Black History 
Month, do you actually  know why we 
celebrate  this occasion? Are you aw are  of 
who m ade this occasion possible? Or do you 
just ce lebrate  because it’s tha t time of year  
again? As you think about these questions, 
you m ay find the you a re  unable to answ er

one or all of them.
The idea of Black History Month began in 

F eb ruary  1926 by the late historian and 
educator Dr. Carter  G. Woodson. F or his ef
forts, he is called the “ F a th e r  of Black 
History” .

He first initiated Negro History Week in 
F ebruary  1926 to bestow an em phasis upon 
the  con tr ib u tio n s  B lacks h av e  given 
American life. This week long celebration 
la ter expanded into Black History Month in 
1976 in relation to the Bicentennial the na 
tion had already  been celebrating.

Woodson, also a noted author, wrote a 
book in which he described how whites have 
system atically  mislead and miseducated 
blacks making them feel inferior. In his 
book “ The Miseducation of the Negro” he 
wrote: “ The N egro’s mind had been 
brought under the control of the oppressor. 
The problem of holding the Negro down, 
therefore, is easily solved. When you control 
a m a n ’s thinking, you do not have to worry 
about his actions. You do not have to tell 
him to stand here or to go yonder. He will 
find his proper place and will s tay in it. You 
do not need to send him to the back door. In 
fact if there is not a back door, he will cut 
one for his special benefit. His education 
makes it necessary .”

“ The sam e educational process which in
spires and stim ulates the opressor with the 
thought that he is everything and has ac 
c o m p l i s h e d  e v e r y t h i n g  w o r th w h i le ,  
depresses and crushes a t  the sam e time the 
spark  of genius in the Negro by making him 
feel that his race  does not am ount to much 
and that it never will measure-up to the 
s tandards of other people. The Negro thus 
educated is a hopeless liaility of the ra c e .”

Woodson wanted blacks to break free 
from these bonds and to learn to apprecia te  
and uplift themselves in every positive way 
possible. He therefore wanted the annual 
Black History celebration to inspire Blacks 
to rem em ber  that they, too, have a proud 
rich history and have m ade valuable con
tributions to America. He not only s ta rted  
the celebration, but c reated  the Association 
for the Study of Negro Life and History now 
the Association for the Study of Afro- 
American Life and History. This organiza
tion is responsible for setting the them e for 
Black History Month. Bonnie J .  Gillispe is 
the organizations director.

Lerone Bennett, J r . ,  Senior Editor of the 
popular Black magazine EBONY and a 
noted historian, has served as a significant 
leader in his efforts to popularize black 
h is to ry .  He p ra ise d  Woodson in the 
February  ’83 issue of EBONY in these

Dr. Ballard addresses students, faculty and staff a t Assembly.
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words: “ In an ex traordinary  ca ree r  spann
ing three crucial decades, the m an and the 
history becam e one- so much so that it is im 
possible to deal with the history of Black 
people without teaching it a t  some point in 
the personal history of C arter  Woodson, who 
taught the teachers, transform ed the vision 
of the m asses and becam e, almost despite 
himself, an  institution, a cause, and a 
m onth .”

Bennett and Woodson have played a 
significant role in the popularizing of Black 
History and making it available to la rge 
m asses of people. He has also written books 
to support this cause. One of his classics is 
“ Before The Mayflower” . This book in
cludes m any new ideas of Black History 
which he feels a re  im portant for an 
understanding of Black and White identity. 
In the Feb. 16, ’87 issue of JE T , the author 
discussed many im portant ideas about his 
book which he recently revised in order to 
project a new idea about Black History. 
“F irs t  of all it is impossible to ce lebra te  this 
month with a whole heart if we don’t 
rem em ber  and give thanks to C arte r  Wood
son and the institutions and men and women 
who have m ade this month possible,” ex
plained Bennett.

Other essential points he makes include:
1. This is a national celebration with na 

tional implications. For “ Black History is 
not a intellectual ghetto or a missionary 
endeavor. On the contrary. Black History 
com m era tes  one of the grea test stories in 
the history of the world, and no American- 
Black or White- can understand himself or 
herself without some understanding of what 
Black people have d ream ed and done here. 
And from this standpoint it is impossible to 
understand George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, the U.S. Constitution, the Civil 
War, A braham  Lincoln, Charleston, Boston; 
Atlanta, New Orleans or the face of contem
porary  America without some understan 
ding of the  B lack ex p e r ien ce .  T hat

experience-including the gifts of jazz and 
Spirtuals, the gift of scientists and inventors 
like Charles Drew and G arre tt  A. Morgan 
(the inventor of the three-way autom atic 
stop sign)-have colored dyed, browned, and 
blackened the whole of the American ex- 
pereince and all Americans a re  called in 
this month to the national task of understan 
ding the black gift to America and the living 
challenge that the Gift and the history pose 
in our own jives.”

2. That he said, is the second point: “ We 
a re  dealing here with a living history and a 
living challenge. And we ought to hear  in 
this month the voices of the slaves and m a r 
tyrs and dream ers ,  the voices of Martin 
Luther King, J r .  and Malcolm X and H ar 
riet Tubman, saying, “ O Sinner, please, 
don’t let this haves' pass .”

3. Black History Month is the beginning of 
a year-long celebration. “ Reporters, " he 
said, “ a re  always asking me, ‘Why a re  we 
celebrating Black History Month’ We don’t 
ce lebrate  White History Month.’ And I tell 
them that we celebrate  While History 
Month every day of the year  and that we 
will not be safe in this country until Black 
History has equal t im e.” Bennett feels that 
through their efforts to win freedom and 
justice for themselves, “ Black Americans 
have expanded the boundaries of freedom 
for all Americans, and continue to be the 
most passionate and ar ticu la te  spokesmen 
for what people call the A m erican D re am .”

Have A 
Great 

Spring Break

These B lack Facts?
Bv Carter  ( 'up

Since F ebruary  m arks  Black History 
Month, it is important that people of African 
descent and other nationalities rem em ber  
the African contribution given to world 
civilization.

Did you know, according to history that:
— Skeletal rem ains found by archeologist 

prove Africa is the cradle of civilization.
—Euclid, the fa ther  of geom etry and 

Diophantus, the father of a lgebra were 
Africans living in Kemit.

—The first ca lendar  was invented by 
Africans along the Nile.

—Africans w ere the first people to swelt 
iron.

—Saint Augustine cam e from C arthage 
and two other Christian church fathers, 
Cyprian and Tertulian w ere Africans.

—Ludwig Van Beethoven was very dark  
and called “ Black a Moor” by his con tem 
poraries. His fa ther  was a Moor—like 
Othello.

—There were three African Popes of 
R o m e:  V ic to r  (186-197), M e lc h ia d e s  
(311-314) and Saint Gelasius (492-496).

—T w o of G r e e c e ’s m o s t  f a m o u s  
citizens—Aesop and Sappho, both writers, 
were African.

—The first civilizers of Europe w ere the 
Moors (Africans). They built E urope’s first 
university, the university of Salam anca in 
Spain. It was built af te r  they conquered 
Spain in 711 A.D.

—Ancient Rome had several African 
em perors: Septimus Severus, Macrinus, 
F irm us, and Pescenm us Niger.

—Modern western military scientist use 
concepts formed by the African Hannibal 
(He crossed the Alps on elephants).

—Writing, paper (papyrus),  pens were in
vented by Africans along the Nile. But a 
Black American by the nam e of W.B. P u r 
vis invented the ink pen.

—Jesus  w asn’t p rotrayed with blue eyes, 
w h i te  sk in ,  a n d  b lo n d e  h a i r  u n t i l  
Michelangelo painted him in the Sistine 
Chapel. His uncle was his model. (Read the 
book of Revelations-Chapter 1).

—The Pope of Rome bows down to the 
Black Madonna whenever he gf>es to 
Poland.

—Bilal the first convert to Islam was an 
African, as  was M uham m ad 's  m aterna l 
grandmother.

—The first clock in America was m ade  by 
B e n ja m in  B a n n e k e r .  T h is  A f r ic a n -  
A m er ic an  w as a lso  the  su rv e y o r  of 
Washington D C . (Washington D.C. should 
be called Banneker City).

—The first Christian church was the Cop
tic in Ethiopia.

—According to the liook of Genesis the 
Garden of Eden is in Africa (Pay  attention 
to the location of the rivers).

H istory—“ Of all our studies, history is best 
qualified to rew ard  all re se a rch .”

Malcolm X


