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SPORTS

Lady Rams: Getting Ready for the Season
RY JANICE W IL U A M S  
Sports I'cJilor

With the end of basketball season, 
comes spring, soft ball and in tram ural 
sports. Speaking of softball. The Lady 
Rams Softball team is getting ready for 
action.

With last season’s (12-12) behind 
them, the team is looking forward to a 
p ro d u c t iv e  and  p ro s p e ro u s  w in n in g  
season.

Bridget Speaks, Denise Taylor and 
Diya Wilson, the team’s co-captains, are 
all in their second year of playing here at 
Winston-Salem State University. In total, 
these ladies have been playing softball for 
10-12 years.

T h ro u g h  the ir  l e a d e r sh ip  and the  
combined efforts of the team, they hope 
to do well in the North/South Roundup, 
M arch  18-20. In th is  R o u n d u p ,  the 
s ch o o ls  in the N orth  p lay  a g a in s t  the  
S o u th e rn  sch o o ls .  T h e s e  g a m e s .

however, “do not count as conference 
gam es, ju s t  as regu la r  season gam es,” 
e x p la in e d  S o f tb a l l  C o a c h  M ichael 
Winbush. The Lady Rams finished 3-3 in 
the Roundup.

W in b u s h  has  t r ied  to im p ro v e  
W S S U ’s softball program over the last 
few years. “This year I was able to give 
som e  o f  the  la d ie s  so m e  sch o la rsh ip  
m o n ey ,  w h ich  he lps  w ith  th ings  like  
books,” he said.

At the beg inn ing  o f  most sporting 
seasons, the players and coaches try to 
access the strengths and weaknesses o f  
their teams. This also holds true for the 
Lady Ram Softball team.

“The team has a strong defense; but 
we are  not too sure  ab o u t  the o ffense  
b e c a u se  we h a v e n ’t r e a l ly  p rac t iced  
outside,” said Speaks .

As the 15 member team practices, 
they are still looking for players to fill 
two critical positions on the team. These 
p o s i t io n s  a re  c a tc h e r  and  p i tch e r .

Winbush explains that although Denise 
Taylor is performing well as catcher, the 
team still needs another one.

“ In years to come, this will be a more 
improved softball program, if I can recruit 
more quality people, such as a pitcher and 
a c a t c h e r , ” said  W inbush . 
The 1994 Lady Rams Softball Team is a 
good mixture of new and veteran players. 
T he N C A A ’s e l ig ib i l i ty  rules which 
include: having earned at least 24 hours 
from spring to spring semester; a 2.0 

grade point average for returning players; 
and a score of 700 or greater on the SAT 
for freshmen; helped to create a strong in 
and outfield for WSSU’s team.

D e n e t t ra  P arker ,  L aT ish a  Jones ,  
A ngela  S turdivant and Leann Gibson, 
strong new players to the team, all bring 

steadiness and knowledge of the sport and 
hard work to the team. Last year’s MVP 
B rid g e t  Speaks  and Pam Johnson  are 
players to watch for this season. Coach Mike Winbush

Beauty
physical work. Guilty students 
should have to work with the 
Physical Plant’s Grounds Crew 
for a specific number of service 
hours .  T h e  n u m b er  o f  hours  
s e rv e d  w o u ld  d e p e n d  on the 
se v e r i ty  o f  the “ c r im e ” 
committed.

1 b e l ie v e  th is  w o u ld  g iv e  
students a better understanding

from page 2

of what Grounds Crew Workers 
do  d a i ly  to h e lp  k eep  th is  
campus beautiful.

If  th e se  s u g g e s t io n s  a re  
taken to heart, our campus will 
excel in physical beauty. Don’t 
you think it is one o f  the best 
k e p t  c a m p u s e s  am o n g  the  
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  N or th  C a ro l in a  

institutions?
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A P P A L A C H I A N  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

Invest in your fu ture-  
get a graduate  degree!
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