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CAMPUS HAPPENINGS
Counseling Center Provides A Variety 

of Special Student Services
BY MILDRED GUMBS 
Siaff Writer

“The Counseling Center  offers 

services for all s tadents enrolled at 

W inston-Salem  State University 

staled Althea Taylor  Jones,  director 

o f  the counseling services center.

C onf identia l ly  o f  the strictest  

nature is observed at all times. No 

record o f  counseling is made on the 

a c a d e m i c  t r a n s c r i p t s  o r  j o b  

p la c e m e n t  f i les .  T h e  co u n s e l in g  

c e n t e r  is  n o t  o n l y  a p l a c e  for  

advising on personal problems,  but 

a l s o  s o c i a l  , a c a d e m i c ,  c a r e e r ,  

vocational,  and financial.

“ W e  d o n ’t d o  in  d e p t h  

counseling  in te rms o f  financial or 

even vocational services because we 

have a ca ree r  services  depa r tm en t  

and also  a financial aid department ,” 
s a id  J o n e s .  “ H o w e v e r ,  w e  do  

sc reen  an  in d iv idua l  to d e t e r m in e  

what their needs are and we put them in 

touch with the appropriate person. There 

are two full time professional counselors 

b e s i d e s  m y s e l f  t h a t  s c r e e n  s t u d e n t s  

confidentially. The percentage o f  students 

that we now service has increased over  the 
past four years.”

A ccord ing  to Jones ,  non- trad i t iona l  

and/or  day students often have “ specia l” 

counseling needs. The Counseling Center 

provides an avenue they can use for help. 

T h e y  can  r e g i s t e r  for  a c o n f i d e n t i a l  

s c r e e n i n g  th a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  th e m  in 

w h a t e v e r  a r e a s  th e y  n e e d  a s s i s t a n c e .  

T h o s e  th a t  n e e d  h e l p  w i th  s t r e s s  

m a n a g e m e n t ,  t im e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  s tu d y  

skills, financial planning, listening skills.

The Counseling Staff: (from left to right): Mrs. Althea Taylor Jones, Director; J. 
Michael Harpe; and Mrs. Phyllis Grace

test tak ing  te c h n iq u e s  now  k now  w hat  

kind of  services the center offers.

N o n - t ra d i t io n a l  s tuden ts  w ho  are  
m a r r i e d  o r  h a v e  c h i ld r e n  d ea l  w i th  a 

b r o a d e r  b a s e  o f  e m o t i o n a l  and  soc ia l  

c o n c e r n s  tha t  a r i s e  in c o n f l ic t .  T h e se  

p r o b l e m s  r a n g e  f ro m  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  

r e la t io n sh ip s ,  d e p r e s s io n ,  poor  g rades ,  

lack  o f  s e l f  e s te e m ,  to fee l ing  l ike an 

inadequate parent or spouse.

“ Counselors  provide an atmosphere 

in a s u p p o r t i v e  m a n n e r  to  s tu d e n t s  

experiencing personal difficult ies so that 

they can d iscuss  their  p rob lem s  openly  

and confidentially. If a group of  students 

have a com mon situation or problem, for 

instance a single parent or a two parent

home, we will work with them to set up a 

support group to work together with each 

other  towards el iminating the p roblem ,” 
stated Jones.

The Counseling Center also serves as 

a b a s e  fo r  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  and  day  

students to receive messages. “We have 

access  to the SIS (Student Information 

System) for all students on campus and 

each  c ounse lo r  has access  to s tudents  

class schedules with the course number,  

the section, building, room number, and 

mstructors.  W e can go to any building 

and give a student a message or get them 

for whatever reason,” said Jones.  "Non- 

t r a d i t i o n a l  an d  day  s t u d e n t s  m u s t  

r e m e m b e r  to  k e e p  th e i r  p e r s o n a l

i n f o r m a t i o n  ( c l a s s  and  work 

s c h e d u le )  u p - t o - d a t e  so  they can 

receive messages."

Mrs. Jones  would  like students 

to k n o w  tha t  the  c e n t e r ’s staff  is 

very k n o w led g e ab le  . The three 

professional counselors have a total 

o f  35 years o f  aggregate expcricncc 

in su c h  d i v e r s e  a r e a s  as clinical 

p s y c h o l o g y ,  reh a b i l i t a t io n  

p s y c h o l o g y  a n d  counse lo r  

educat ion .  T h e  ce n te r  also  offers 

c o m m u n i t y  o u t r e a c h  p rogram s 

w h e re  i n d iv id u a l s  can  com e onto 

cam pus  or  the s tudents  can go out 

into the community.

Curren tly ,  Jones  is working 

on b r ing ing  a full time substance 

a b u s e  c o u n s e l o r  to  d e v e lo p  and 

i m p l e m e n t  a n  I n s t i t u t i o n - w i d e  

S u b s t a n c e  A b u s e  E d u c a t io n  and 

P r e v e n t i o n  P r o g r a m ,  w h ich  will 

u t i l i z e  p e e r  e d u c a t o r s  and 

c o n s u l t a n t s  to  r e a c h  F re sh m en ,  

S t u d e n t  L e a d e r s ,  B o a r d i n g  S tuden ts ,  

F r a t e r n i t i e s / S o r o r i t i e s ,  F acu l ty /S ta f f ,  

Professional Staff, Com m unity  Residents, 

and Public School Students.

The cen ter’s staff strongly encourages 

W S S U  s tu d e n t s  to  u t i l i z e  counseling  

se rv ic es  and  o th e r  su p p o r t  serv ices  on 

c a m p u s  to  h e l p  d e v e l o p  e f fec t iv e  

p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  an d  c o l l e g e  survival 

skills. The Counseling  Center  is locatcd 

on the third f loor  o f  the Hauser  Student 

U n io n  B u i l d i n g .  T o  s c h e d u l e  an 

appointment,  visit the center between 8 

a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday or call 750 

- 3270. Extended hours may be arranged 

by appointment if  necessary.

Johnson To Work For VOA
BY RHONDA REYNOLDS 
S uff  Wnler

K ia  J o h n s o n ,  a s e n i o r  M a s s  

C o m m u n ic a t io n s  m ajor ,  w as  nam ed  the 

s t u d e n t  w i th  the  H i g h e s t  C u m u l a t i v e  

Average in the department for the second 

c o n s e c u t iv e  y e a r  at the  a n n u a l  S p r in g  

Honors Convocation.

O n e  w ou ld  th ink th is  r e c o g n i t io n  

would go to her head, but Johnson is very 

m o d e s t .  It a l s o  s e e m s  a s  i f  a lo t  o f  

studying lime would  be involved in being 
a H i„h  H onors  s u d e m .  A cc o rd ing  to 

Johnson,  she really does not have any type 

of  set s tudying schedule  she follows for

school work.

“ I always tried to get good grades 

because o f  my parents. I guess i i ’s just  

something I picked up through the years.” 

When she first arrived at Winston-Salem 

Stale Universi ty her major  was Business 

Music; but her love o f  writ ing made her 

s w i t c h  h e r  m a j o r  to M a s s  

Communications.

S tu d y in g  is n o t  the  o n ly  th ing  on 

J o h n s o n ’s ag e n d a .  S h e  has  been very  

involved in extracurricular activities since 
arriving on campus.

C u r r e n t l y ,  h e r  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  

a c t i v i t i e s  in c lu d e :  N e w s  D i r e c t o r  at

W S N C  90.5, the National Broadcasting 

S o c ie ty ,  A lp h a  E ps i lon  R h o ,  and  the 

Gamm a Phi Chapter of  Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc.

F o r  tw o  s e a s o n s ,  s h e  w a s  in the  

M a r c h i n g  B a n d  a n d  a S tu d e n t  
Government representative.

All o f  Johnson’s perseverance and 
hard work has paid off in the end. She has 

been offered  a jo b  in the industry  afte r 

May graduation. She will be relocating 

to Washmgton, D.C., where she will join 

the  s t a f f  a t  V o ic e  o f  A m e r i c a ,  an 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l -  U .S .

Broadcasting Agency.
Government

Kia Johnson


