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Ram Football Season: The First Half
BY TOLLY CARR 

Sports I'ditor

T h e  W i n s t o n - S a l e m  S ta l e  R a m s  

b e g a n  th e i r  s e a s o n  lo o k i n g  d o w n  the  

barre l  o f  a s c h e d u le  that  inc lu d ed  two 

M E A C  p o w e r h o u s e s ,  a t o u g h  C lA A  

schedu le  and a lot o f  new faces in new 

places.

Head Football Coach Kermit Blount 

was b e g in n in g  h is  second  year  here at 

Winston-Salem State and was looking to 

improve on his 6-4-1 1993 record.

The Ram s first lest would comc on 

S e p te m b e r  3, in C h a r l e s to n ,  w hen  the 

Rams met the Bulldogs of  South Carolina 

Stale.

Before the gam e began, it had rained 

all day in Charleston and it seemed that 

ihe  g a m e  w o u l d  be  m o r e  l ik e  m ud  

w r e s t l i n g  m a t c h .  A s  g a m e  t im e 

approached, the rain ceased and by game 

lime the field conditions were not as bad 

as expccled. The suspense was building 

as e v e r y o n e  w as  a n t i c ip a t i n g  how  the 

Rams would do this season.

T h e  g a m e  b e g a n  w i th  an  a l l  o u t  

offensive arsenal.  W inston-Salem Stale 

put to u c h d o w n s  on the board  early  and 

often behind  the Jam ie  Edm onds option 

a t t a c k .  W h e n  E d m o n d s  w as  g iv e n  a 

breather, freshman Travis Pender’s first 

collegiate snap was a 56 yard pass to All- 

A m e r ic a n  O ro n d e  G ad sd e n .  W in s to n -  

Salem State’s only problem was whenever 

we scored, S.C. State scored.

Late in the second quarter Winston- 

Salem State  tra i led  by one as the score

stood at 28-27. Charlie  C lem m ons  had 

just relumed a 68 yard interception for a 

touchdown and the Rams were hype, but 

th e y  w o u ld  s c o re  no  m o re .  S o u th  

Carolina State scored two touchdowns in 

the  f inal  f ive  m in u te s  o f  the  h a l f  and  

scored one more in the second half to win 

48-27.

The next stop for the Rams would be 

A ggie  S tadium in G reensbo ro  for their  

battle with archrival, the Aggies of  North 

Carolina A & T. In this gam e the hype 

proved to be more than the actual game as 

th e  A g g ie s  r o l le d  to a 5 3 -7  v ic to r y .  

Coach Kermit Blount later said the game 

was an em barrassm ent to the universi ty 

because of the team’s lack of intensity.

T h e  th i rd  w ee k  o f  the  s e aso n  the 

R a m s  w e re  sti ll  on  the  road  and  sti ll  

l o o k i n g  fo r  t h e i r  f i r s t  v ic to r y .  T h a t  

Saturday evening they were preparing to 

lock up with the Golden Bulls o f  Johnson 

C. Smith in the Q ueen  City Classic.

T h e  R a m s  w e r e  up fo r  th i s  o ne  

b e c a u s e  s o m e  o f  the  R a m s  in c lu d in g  

Donnell McDonald and Jamie Edmonds 

are from the Charlotte area. This gam e 

was a defensive showcase for the Rams as 

they frequent sacked Smith’s quarterback. 

By gam e’s end Donnell McDonald, had 

f o u r  s a c k s  at the  o u t s i d e  l i n e b a c k e r  

p o s i t io n .  T h e  o f f e n s e  w as  no  s lo u c h  

cither  as the Ram offense  am assed  488 

yards of  total offense.

Freshman Travis Pender, who at this 

point in the season had won the starting 

q u a r t e r b a c k  r o le ,  w as  n a m e d  the

"Freshman of the W eek” by the C lA A  due 

to  h is  141 y a r d s  p a s s i n g  fo r  tw o  

touchdowns in the game. Winston-Salem 

State rolled over Smith, 51-25.

It was f inally  t im e for the R a m s  to 

com e home, they had been on the road all 

season but today there was no long bus 

ride. The only thing the Rams had to do 

was play the number 20 team in Division 

II Football that no one had scored on all 

y e a r  lo n g ,  L i v i n g s t o n e  C o l le g e .  T h e  

Ram s scored on the Fighting Bears early 

with a Travis P ender  run, so that streak 

ended for Livingstone. Now they had to 

focus on staying undefeated. Livingstone 

answered with a touchdown o f  their own 

and then another as the score stood at 12-7 

b ec au se  they m issed  their  ex t ra  points .  

Winston-Salem State’s offense came back 

with a touchdown o f  their own and a field 

goal  to lead 17-12, and  then  c a m e  the 

drama.

In the final two minutes of  the game 

Livingstone drove nearly the length of  the 

field to the one yard line with 43 seconds 

left. They had a first down and goal to go 

with enough time to get off  at least three 

plays.  If  they scored they would  go  up 

18-17 and only  leave a few seconds for 

Winston-Salem Slate to try and score.

On their first play, they tried to run 

the fullback up the middle but the Rams 

s to p p e d  h im . O n  the  s e c o n d  p la y  the  

fullback tried to ju m p  o ver  the line but 

gravity would not allow his 270 pounds to 

gel in the air. At this point the fighting 

Bears had only nine seconds left and still

one  yard  to go. T h ey  b ro u g h t  in a six 

foot two inch running back that was sure 

to try and ju m p  the line or run something 

to the outside. Luckily for the R am s he 

tr ied to run s tra igh t  th rough  the m idd le  

an d  he  w e n t  a b s o lu te ly  n o w h e re .  T h e  

c lock ran out and the celebration was on 

as the Ram s won 17-12.

Exactly one  week later the R am s had 

to  d o  b a t t l e  w i th  t h e  B r o n c o s  o f  

Fayetteville State. In this gam e the Ram s 

g o t  d o w n  e a r ly  in th e  f i r s t  h a l f  a s  

Fayetteville led by as many as 20 points. 

In the second hajf the Ram s came out very 

inspired and pullfed to within five at 33-28, 

but they shot themselves in the fool late in 

t h e  f o u r t h  q u a r t e r  w h e n  a T r a m a i n e  

Graham pass was inlercepted, ihe third o f  

the n igh t  and re turned for a touchdow n. 

Fayetteville State won this time 39-28 as 

the R am s record fell to 2-3.

A t  t h e  m i d p o i n t  o f  th e  s e a s o n  

W in s to n -S a le m  S ta te  is be low  the  .500 

m a rk  w i th  six  g a m e s  r e m a in in g .  T h e  

R a m s  can  f in ish  at 8-3  w h ich  is p re t ty  

good  look ing  a t  the  h e a v y w e ig h t s  they 

played outside o f  the conference.

T h e  team  tha t  will  g iv e  W in s to n -  

Salem State the m ost trouble will probably  

be Wofford on Oct. 29. O ver  the pas t few 

years W offord  has had i t ’s way  with the 

Rams, but this year Wofford will have to 

trave l  to  W i n s to n - S a l e m  so  tha t  c o u ld  

a f f e c t  th e  o u tc o m e .  W i th  h a l f  o f  the  

s e a s o n  l e f t  l e t  us  s e c  w h a t  t h e  KB  

E x p re ss  has in store for the fans.

IN THE ARMY, 
NURSES AREN'T JUST IN DEMAND. 

THEY’RE IN COMMAND.
A ny nurse  w ho just wants  a job

find one. But if you’re a n u r s - A r m y  officer, you'll c o m m a n d  the  

,ng s tu d e n t  w h o  w ants  to  be

c o m m a n d  o f  your o w n  career, consider benefi ts  only the  A rm y  can o f f e r - a  $5000

th e  A rm y  N urse  C orps .  You’ll be t reated  as ^ignmp bonus,  h o u s in g  a llowances a n d  4

a c o m p e te n t  professional,  given your o w n  ^  weeks paid v a c a t io n - y o u ’ll be  well in com-

patients and responsibili ties com m ensura te  »  m an d  o f  your life. Call  1-800-USA ARMY.

ARMY NURSE CORPS. BE ALL YOU CAN BE.
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