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WSSU Grad Lady Gadsden Has Four 
Rams Assistant Coach Great Seasons f rompa.eM
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“Anybody can achievc anything if 

they set ihc ir  m ind  to i t ,” says Traccy 

Bobbitt, a 1993 graduate o f  Winston-Salem 

State University where she is the assistant 

coach of the Lady Ram s Basketball Team 

and the  h e a d  c o a c h  o f  the  W o m e n ’s 

Volleyball Team.

Bobbitt,  a 25-year-o ld  native of 

Durham, North Carolina, feels that phrase 

has kept her molivated. “ If you know what 

you w a n t  to  d o  y o u  h a v e  to  p u t  your  

prionties together,” she said. “I know what 

I want to do and I ’m doing it, it’s all about 

getting your priorities straight.”

For Bobbitt, getting her priorities 

straight was not an easy task. She’s known 
that she wanted to be basketball coach smce 

her s o p h o m o r e  y e a r  in c o l le g e  bu t the 

transition from Tracey Bobbitt the student to 

Tracey Bobbitt the coach has not been easy.

“Y ou d o n ’t see me at the parties 

anym ore . It to o k  a lo t  o f  g row ing  up. 

Certain things that I want to do I don’t do 

b ecau se  I w a n t  to  b e  r e s p e c t e d , ” sa id  

Bobbitt with sincerity.

T he  respec t  o f  B obb it t’s former 

basketball coach, S tenson Conely is what 

got her where she is today. Two years ago 

Bobbitt w as a student assistant Basketball 

coach with hopes o f  becoming head coach. 

“1 always had ideas and tried to figure out 

what I would do in certain situations,” said 

Bobbitt. “Coach Conely knew that 1 was 

serious about coaching. He saw good things 

in me so after I graduated he offered me a 

job as a s s is ta n t  b a s k e tb a l l  coach  and 1 

accepted.”

Coach Conley was not the only 

person w ho  saw good  th ings in Bobbitt. 

Albert

R oseb oro ,  the athletic  director at 
WSSU, also saw good things in Bobbitt.

“T ra ce y  B o b b i t t  is  a very  ta len ted , 

dependable and structured young lady,” said 

Roseboro. “ I first noticed  her altheletic 

lalent in my advanced tennis class. She has 

the ability to communicate with young 

people and that’s what it takes to be a good 

coach. I am  certain that she will become 

one o f  th e  o u t s t a n d in g  c o a c h e s  in ou r  

conference.”

B o b b i t t ’s p rom otion  to assistant 

basketball coach may have placed her on 

her goal achieving ladder but her position as 

head volleyball coach came as a surprise. I 

saw s o m e th in g  a v a i la b le  so  I took  the 

opportunity,” said BobbitL “I hadn’t played

volleyball since the eighth grade and it was 

a real challenge coaching a sport that 1 had 

no experience with,” she said.

The W om en’s Volleyball Team 

fin ished  8-12 this year  and m any  o f  

Bobbitt’s players have very positive things 

to say about the coach who took them under 

her wings. “Tracey Bobbitt is a diverse and 

unique person,” said volleyball captain, 

Joelle  Davis. “Tracey took on a lot of 

responsib il i ty  as vo lleyball  coach  and 

accomplished a lot of goals. She w asn’t 

familiar with the sport but she took the time 

to leam about it and made a commitment to 

it.”
Bobbitt is optimistic about both the 

volleyball team and the basketball team, 

she sees a lot o f  great things happening 

under the new Head B asketball  C oach  
Debbie Clark. “1 believe a woman can 

coach a woman’s team better,” said Bobbitt. 

“We know our limits. Some men just don’t 

understand women.”
Coach Clark definitely believes that 

Tracey understands her players. “Tracey is 

a hard and dedicated worker,” said Clark. 

“She loves basketball, she’s willing to leam 

and she has a good rapport with the 

girls.”
Most of her players feel the same 

way, they appreciate the relationship that 

they have with Bobbitt. “Tracey is not only 

a coach, she’s a friend,” said Diya Wilson, a 

senior WSSU basketball player. “ She 

really knows how to motivate the team.”
Motivation and o n e ’s ability to 

acco m p lish  goals  has a lw ays  b een  an 

inspira tion for Bobbitt. As a child  she 

admired the late Wilma Rudolph, a woman 

w ho in B o b b i t t ’s op in io n ,  p e r fo rm e d  

miracles on the track. “Wilma Rudolph had 

polio and still managed to win three gold 

medals,” said Bobbitt. “As a child that was 

something for me to see. Someone with 

goals and the ability to achieve those goals. 

That’s why I say anybody can do anything if

they set their mind to it anybody.”
One of Bobbitt’s favorite pastimes is 

a good old fashioned game of basketball she 

also enjoys spending ume with her friends. 

Bobbitt has plans to someday become head 

coach, hopefully on a Division II level but 

for now she is sausfied with her job at 
Winston-Salem State University.

“Right now I’m not ready to move 

on,” said Bobbitt. “I don’t know as much as 

I thought I did, I still have a lot to l e ^  but 

if I keep reach ing  for my goals I 11 get 

there,” she said with a  smile.

Gadsden is indescribable. He possesses a 

sm ooth fluid m o tion  w hen  ru n n in g  his 

pattern. “ It’s like he has a magnet in his 

hand that draw s the ball to h im ,” said 

Jeffery Cuthbertson of  Salisbury. It does 

seems like he has a m agnet draw ing the 

ball to him, one great catch after another. 

This year, as a senior, G adsden  has for 

more yards than any other time during his 

career  ( 56 ca tch es ,  1,111 yds. and 16 

touchdowns).
G a d s d e n  a n a t iv e  o f  C h a r l e s t o n ,  

South  C a ro l in a ,  is m a jo r in g  in S p o rts  

M a n a g e m e n t  w ith  a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  in 

M arke ting  and P ro m o t io n s .  In Jan u ary  

1995, he will intern in Dallas, Texas with 

fo rm er  D a llas  C o w b o y  re c e iv e r  D rew  

Pearson. During his internship he hopes to 

gain experience in the field of Marketing.
W hen a s k e d  a b o u t  h is  N F L  D ra f t  

status Gadsden says, “ If the opportunity 

is there, sure I ’ll take it but if not, my life 

will still go on without football because I 

have my degree.”

T h e  R a m s  s p u t t e r e d  e a r ly  in th e  

season causing many fans to write them 

o ff .  T h e  R a m s  a re  y o u n g  w ith  no  

experience a t the quarterback spot and the 

Rams depended on Gadsden as a “crutch” . 

T h e  R a m s  p u t  t o g e th e r  a fo u r  g a m e  

w in n in g  s tre a k ,  le a v in g  the  R am  fans  

thinking about playoffs. T he R am s lost 

the ir  last gam e  a g a in s t  V irg in ia  S ta te

University 38-35, ending G adsden career 

and a p layoff berth.

W hen G adsden  looks back over  his  

career.  H om ecom ing  1993 is a g am e he 

will remember. “ 1 had 6 catches for 208 

y a rd s  and  5 to u c h d o w n s ,  b u t the  o n ly  

d isappointm ent was the gam e ended in a 

t i e ,” he c h u c k le s  and  sm iles .  “ N o , m y 

m o s t  m e m o r a b l e  g a m e  w a s  th i s  y e a r  

going back hom e to Charleston. P laying 

in front o f  my family, friends and peers. It 

was a lot o f  pressure on me because 1 had 

to prove that I m ade the correct decision 

to p lay  foo tba l l  in s tead  o f  b a s k e tb a l l ,” 

said Gadsden. In that game, G adsden had 

6 catches for 112 yards and a touchdown.

G adsden is a preseason pick for All- 

C IA A  f i r s t  t e a m ,  p r e s e a s o n  1st te a m  

S t re e t  & S m i t h ’s A l l - A m e r ic a n ,  1994 
preseason C.M  Frank A ll-A m erican, 19V4 

p re se a so n  B lack  C o l le g e  A ll -A m e r ic a n  

a n d  a c a n d i d a t e  fo r  th e  H a r lo n  H i l l  

T r o p h y ,  w h ic h  is a w a rd e d  to  th e  b e s t  

c o l l e g e  fo o tb a l l  p l a y e r  in th e  N C A A  

Division II.

“ The biggest com plim ent I have ever 

r e c e iv e d  w as  w h en  A s s is t a n t  F o o tb a l l  

Coach  G ary Harper, who coached against 

J e r r y  R i c e  s a id ,  “ I c o m p a r e  O r o n d e  

G a d s d e n  to  J e r ry  R ic e  c o m in g  o u t  o f  

M ississippi Valley State. He has  s im ilar 

hands to Jerry.”
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