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—  SPORTS
Snowden Plans To Revive 

WSSU's Basketball Tradition
BY WILUAM HORTON 
Staff Writer

Winston-Salem State University has a 
r ic h  h is to ry  in b a s k e tb a l l  t ra d i t io n .  
A lthough  the p rogram  has d ec lined  in 
r e c e n t  y ea rs .  H ead  B a sk e tb a l l  C o ach  
Thomas Snowden is looking to revive that 
tradition.

In his second year as head coach of 
the  W S S U ' M ens B a sk e tb a l l  T eam , 
Snowden hopes to improve on the 10-17 
record that the team posted last season. 
T h e  R am s are  lo o k in g  to  p lay  .500  
basketball or better and finishing in the 
upper echelon o f the division.

To reach that goal, the R am s will 
have to play very tough defense to create 
easy baskets on the offensive end of the 
floor. “Defense is what makes offense,” 
Snowden says.

At the helm of the Ram A ttack will 
be sen io r po in t guard  P a tr ick  H erron . 
Herron, a sophomore shooting guard and 
Phenizee Ransom will be called upon to 
hit outside snots ana to open up me insiae 
game.

That means post players like senior.

D onne ll  M id d le to n ; ju n io r ,  K enneth  
Power; and 7’0” Mayik Deng could put up 
some very impressive numbers. Juniors 
Earlon Martin and William Gray will also 
be major contributors to the team.

“ B a sk e tb a l l  is a h ig h ly  p o s itio n  
g a m e ,” coach  S n o w d en  sa id . “ W e 
(coaching staff) must recruit players to 
play certain positions. But these players 
must possess certain qualities to play these 
p o s i t io n s .  W e re c ru ite d  fo r  sp ec if ic  
positions in need of the team.”

Newcomers to the team include 6 ’9 
freshmen William W olf from Fayetville, 
6 ’3 sophomore transfer Eric Dark and 6 ’8 
Jo h n  S a lley , a t ra n s fe r  s tu d e n t from  
Wyoming. With these talented players. 
Coach Snowden is expecting good things 
from the team. He urges WSSU students 
to come out and support the team.

“ As a s tu d en t here  at W SSU  or 
anywhere, win, lose, or draw, support your 
team to the fu llest,” Snowden said. “I 

r e m e m b e r  my g ra n d m o th e r  to ld  me, 
‘T hom as, you are only as goou as me 
people who support yoii.”

Out o f all of the places Snowden has

coached, he says that “WSSU is second to 
none in fan support, be it on the field or on 
the court.”

So put on your WSSU gear and cheer 
both the men and w om en’s basketball 
teams to victory.

Coach Thomas Snowden

Lady Rams Have A New Coach
BY WILLIAM HORTON 
Suff Writer

Believe it or not, college basketball 
season  is upon  us on ce  again !  Even  
though it seems more emphasis is placed 
on the m en’s teams, the women’s teams 
work just as hard as the men do to have a 
successful season. This is also true for the 
Lady Rams basketball team, who opened 
the season  w ith  the ir  f irs t p rac tice  on 
October 15.

First year Head Coach Debra Clark, 
hopes to improve the 8-17 record that the 
Lady Rams posted last season. This 32- 
y e a r-o ld ,  1984 H am p to n  U n iv e rs i ty  
a lum na p lay ed  baske tba ll  at her a lm a 
mater. She received her MA in Sports 
Administration from Penn State in 1986. 
After finishing her graduate program, she 
taught one year in the Virginia Beach 

Public School system. She then became 
an a s s i s ta n t  c o a c h  fo r  N o rfo lk  S ta te  
University’s wom en’s basketball team.

D u rin g  C la r k ’s s e v e n  y ea rs  a t 
Norfolk State, the team won three Cl A A 

Championships, made a 1992 Final Four 
appearance, and made the Elite 8 round 
o f the NCAA Tournament in 1994.

C lark  hopes to bring that w inning

Head Coach Debra Clark
form ula  here  to W SSU. She p lans on 

changing from the conservative half-court 
gam e from  last season , to a m ore u p 
tempo game this season. Since The Lady 

Rams had great preseason conditioning, 
they plan to be ready to play in the up
tempo pace.

The player responsible for dictating 
the tempo and running the offense will be

Natasha Buford, whom Clark calls, “A 
steady point guard.” The Lady Rams will 
also be looking for Kendra Horne, who 
was chosen for the preseason all CIAA 
team, to pick up where she left off last 
year as the team’s leading scorer. Other 
players to watch out for are post player 
Denttra Parks, 5 ’8 shooting guard Chellia 
Nelson who Clark describes as, “An 

exciting player to watch;” and sophomore 
pos t p la y e r  K eisha  B u tle r , whom 

according to Clark has, “Excellent skills 
and is a hard worker in everything she 
does.” The only freshman on the team is 

Dalma Vasquez, who tried out for the 
team and was selected as a walk-on.

C oach  C lark  and a ss is tan t  coach 
T r^ e y  Bobbitt are shooting for at least a 
.500 season, which would mean the Lady 

Rams would have to win half of their 
games. With only three seniors on the 
team, the future looks very bright for 
Lady Rams Basketball.

“I think the ladies will be exciting to 
watch and we would like the support of

c L ^ " ‘T h c o m m u n i t y , ” said 
Clark. Their first home game will be

November 26, in the Gaines Center at

Basketball
Season
Begins

BY TOLLY CARR 
Sports Editor

W ith  the  fo o tb a l l  season over, 
sp o r ts  fa n s  a re  now  turn ing  ihcir 
attention to the basketball.

W in s to n -S a le m  S ta te  University 
fans a re  no  d i f fe re n t !  They arc 
anticipating the 1994-95 season. The 
Rams are coached by second year Head 

Coach Thomas “F ox” Snowden who is 
looking to improve on his team’s 10-17 
record from a year ago.

T he  R am s w ill have  one of the 
strongest back courts in the CIAA with 
point guard Patrick “Pearl” Herron and 

p reseason  A ll-C IA A  shooting guard 
Phenizee Ransom. Last year Herron led 

the C IA A  in s tea ls  and  assists while 
Ransom was named the freshman of the 
year in the CIAA.

T h e  R am s a lso  have  three point 
specialist William "Monte” Gray and a 
pair o f newcomers, Eric Dark and John 

Salley, who have looked effective from 
the perimeter in preseason workouts.

B arr in g  any d ras tic  turn around, 
H erron  shou ld  be one o f the leagues 

leaders in steals and assists and Ransom 
is looking to improve upon a 17.5 points 

per game average from last year. The 
key to the R am ’s success will probably 
lie in the effectiveness in the big men 
down low.

D a rn e l l  M id d le to n  has proven 
h im se lf  to be an effec tive  rebounder 
d o w n  low  an d  w o rk s  hard  to score 

around the basket, but he will not be 
able to carry the front line by himself. 
That is where Mayiik Deng comes in to 

play. This 7-1 center must be able to 
p la y  a g g re s s iv e  an d  be a force on 

defense and the boards.
The Rams will not rely on Deng to 

score a lot o f points but whatever he can 

contribute on offense will be a blessing 
for the Ram s. Bernard Powers, a 6-6 
forw ard, was quite a surprise for the 
Rams last year with his valiant second 

efforts and follow up shots and he should 

be a c o n t r ib u t in g  fa c to r  dow n low. 
W illiam  W olf, a 6-9  freshm an from 

F a y e t te v i l le ,  w h o  sh o w s  a lot of 
p o te n t ia l  a n d  i f  he  d e v e lo p s  could 
p ro v id e  so m e  r e l i e f  fo r  Middleton, 

Powers and Deng.

At M id n ig h t  M adness, which was 
held on Oct. 7, Coach Snowden said that
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