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International Day: Introduces Students, Vistors To Multiethnicity

The annual library book sale (file photo )

BY PRESLYN YOUNG 

Staff Writer

W SSU 's In ternational P rogram s 
C o m m it te e  sp o n s o re d  its sev en th  
International Day activity last month. It 
was a day of events and activities on 
campus to sensitize the students and the 
public to the nature o f  multiethnicity.

S ix ty  W S S U  s tu d e n ts *  and  47 
m em bers o f  W S S U ’s faculty  and staff  
re p re se n t  42  c o u n tr ie s  in c lu d in g  the 
United States.

For the last three years, Dr. Olasope 
O yelaran , coo rd ina to r o f  In ternational 

Programs Committee and his committee 
have planned this annual event.

Dr. Oyelaran says International Day 
is “designed to provide opportunities for 
the faculty, staff, and students through 
c o l le c t iv e  o b s e rv a n c e  o f  e th n ic a l  
pe rspec tives . In te rna tiona l Day 1996 
provided several opportunities for these 

observances.
The keynote speaker was Dr. Asa G. 

Hilliard III, Fuller E. Callaway Professor

o f  U rb a n  E d u c a t io n ,  G e o rg ia  S ta te  
university, Atlanta , GA. Other speakers 
w ere  Dr. S u b ash  S h ah ,  c h a i rp e r s o n ,  
W SSU D epartm ent o f  Social Sciences; 
Bonga Vesi, chief examinations officer at 
the University of Zululand, South Africa; 
Mceba Tyamsasha, chief librarian at the 
University of Transkei, South Africa; and 
Ann Dunbar, professor of African Studies 
at UNC - Chapel Hill.

The speeches weren’t the only events 
during International day. Outside there 
w ere pottery  dem onstra tions, s idew alk 
chalk drawings, air demonstrations, and 
seve ra l book  s tands . T here  w ere  a lso  
specialties for children like face painting, 
children’s games, story-telling, and a visit 
from the “Purple Dinosaur.”

Several WSSU student organizations 
displayed their talents during the day. An 
art student displayed a variety of his own 
drawings and paintings. He also sold air- 

brushed tee shirts.
Other participants were the Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Recreation Center step

team; a Latino band, Groupos Mana; the 
Hayti Heritage Center Steel Drum Band; 

the W SSU Jazz Band; W inston- Salem 
Praise Gospel Choir;

“ International Day is not only an

annual event, but it opens the door for 
m ore educational opportun ities  for the 

students who may want to paricipate in 
Abroad Study Programs,” said Oyelaran.

Establishing Good Credit Is A Must For Students
BY D O UGLAS B. CLARK 

S u ff  W nier

“Before leaving college, establishing a good credit 
h istory is very im p o r tan t ,” said P h ro n ice  Jo h nson , 
director o f  Collective Coordination for Perkins Loans 
from the Billing/Collection Office at Eller Hall.

College students realize how easy it is to get credit 
cards. Representatives from banks and other credit card 
company come to college campuses across the nation 
every school year offering cards. Just because a bank, gas 

company or retail store gives a student a credit card, 
doesn’t mean the student should go overboard using it.

The first problem that Mrs. Johnson has noticed is 
that they do not rea lize  it is a big responsib ili ty  to 
manage their personal finances. Before many students 
realize it, they are in serious debt to their creditors. 
L ik e w ise ,  s tu d e n ts  w ho  find  th e m s e lv e s  o w in g  a 
considerable amount of money for student loans can help 

them se lves  by c o n so lid a tin g  their  loans th rough  a 
Student Loan Con.solidation Program.

“Students with at least S7,500 worth o f  loans can 
save up to 60 pe rcen t  in this p ro g ram ,” said Mrs. 
Johnson.

Once students have enrolled in their repayment plans 
they must notify their financial agency of any changes in 
their p resent s ituation such as a change of  address, 
change of job or loss of job. The students can also check 
with the Winston-Salem Credit Bureau if for any reason 
they have been denied credit. They will provide you with 
a free report o f  your current credit history.

A ccording to Johnson , another problem  college 
students face is the repayment of government loans. By 
federal law a state cannot hire anyone for a federal 
position unless they have paid off their Student Loans 

owed to the government.
“You have from 90 days to 240 days to start paying 

your loans a f te r  g rad u a t io n ,” she said. “ It is your 
responsibility to avoid or improve problems with your 

cred it h istory .” Having good cred it and getting good 
credit references are two things that all consumers need;

especially students.
“ C o lle g e  s tu d e n ts  shou ld  try to  ob ta in  sm a lle r  

amounts for a line of credit and have a co-signer(s) to 
start with,” said John P. McGrail, vice president /City 
Employees, Winston-Salem Credit Union.

“The students can make arrangements to make a 
re a s o n a b le  a m o u n t  o f  p a y m e n t  w ith  the c re d i t  
establishment. Once they have started their financial 
planning; they must make sure that they pay in a timely 
manner and stick to their individual personal budgets,” he 
said.

McGrail also mentioned that it is very important to 
pay your h igh in te re s t  ra te  loans , first. The m ost 
com m on mistake that all students make is: trying to 
avoid their financial responsibilities-by not taking care of 
their bad credit history.

“ If you do not take the opportunity to correct the 
error(s) that you have created in uncontrollable spending, 
it will have an negative effect in your credit history. 

Especially in the future when you try to buy a car or a 
house,” he said.

Good Luck Class of 1996!!!


