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Baker State 
University: 

A Series

It’s 9 a.m. and the campus is pretty 

as a picturc or at least that’s how it looks 

to S h a r r i f f  P a rk s ,  as he  a p p r o a c h e d  

Baker State University’s cam pus in his 

shiny black jeep. He never thought he 

v /ould be a s tu d e n t  at a h is to r i c a l ly  
black college.

Today, is the first day of  school and 

his f irst c lass  is at  11 a .m . (A t  his 

p rev ious  school the rules were  a little 

different, you d idn’t have to attend the 
first day o f  class.)

As Sharriff  pulls up to the student 

union, he noticed that the union at the 

co l lege he transferred from was much 

l a r g e r  th a n  B a k e r  S t a t e ’s. A s  he 

walked slowly into the union he began 

to  s m i le  as  he lo o k e d  a t  all  o f  the 

^ a u t i f u l  African paintings and pictures 

o f  A fr ican-A m er ican  ach ievers  on the 

walls .  It made him feel like he had 
s tepped into a history book.

In all o f  the excitement, Sharriff 

bumped into a beautiful, cocoa- brown

skinned “ sis ta .” “Excuse me miss,” 

said Sharritf. “T hat’s okay! Are you 

new here?,” she asked. “ 1 am a transfer 

s tuden t  from New York. My nam e is 

S harr if f  Parks, and your n am e?” “ My 

nam e is Chenzy. It’s African like your 

nam e,” she .said. Sharriff had no idea 

o f  the significance of his nam e or  its 

background. Hopefully, Chenzy ,  his 
new friend will help h im ......

The last thought on Kevin Smith 's 

mind, a North Caro l in ian’s, m ind was 

coming to college. On- the-other hand, 

s ince he slays in trouble, go ing  to ja il  

would have been the first. Sitting in the 

p a s s e n g e r  s e a t  o f  h is  m o t h e r ’s 1992 

Cadillac, he has a frown on his face.

Enrolling at Baker Slate University 

became a reality when Kevin managed 

to cam  his General Education Diploma 

(GED) during the summer.  Making this 

d e a l  w i ih  h is  m o t h e r  a n d  O f f i c e r  

Johnson was not the real  deal.  Officer 

Johnson of  Tingle County, a very close 

friend of  Kevin, had known him since 

he was young  and  from  h is  s la y s  at 

detention centers. If he continued his 

education, Johnson would stay off  of his 

case .  Now Kevin  m u s t  be go o d  and 
keep hmiself out of u-ouble.

See "State U ,” page 16
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IRONICALLY, THE TIME TO START 
SAVING FOR RETIREMENT IS WHEN IT LOOKS 

LIKE YOU CAN LEAST AFFORD IT.

Can t afford to save for retirement?
T he tru th  is, you  c a n ’t afford not to. 

N o t  w hen  you  realize tha t  y o u r  retirement 
can last 20 to 3 0 yea rs  o r  more. You'll w an t  
to live at least as comfortably then as you  
do  now. And tha t  takes planning.

By sta r t ing  to save now, you  can take 
advan tage  o f  tax deferral and  give y o u r  
money time to com pound  and  grow. 
C ons ider  this; Set  aside just  $ 100 each 
month beginning at age 30 and  you  can 
accum u late over  $ 172,109° by the time 
you  reach age 65. But wait ten yea rs  and 
you  II have to budget  $219 each month 
to reach the same goal.

Even if you  re not counting the yea rs  to 
reti rement, you  can count on T IA A -C R E F  
to help you  build the future you  dese rv e -  
with flexible retirement and  tax-deferred 
annui ty  plans,  a diverse portfolio of  invest
ment choices, and a record of personal 
service that  spans 75 years.

O v er  1.8 million people in education and 
research put T IA A - C R E F  at the top of  
their  list for ret i rement planning. W h y  not 
join them?

Call today and learn how simple it is 
to build a secure tom orrow  when you  

■ have time and T IA A - C R E F  w ork ing  on 
y o u r  side.

S ta r t p lan n ing  yo u r future. C a ll our Enrollm ent Hotline a t  I 800 842-2888.

Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it-̂ *
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