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NEWS FEATURES

Remembering Homecoming Activities...

Thompson Center Formally 
Dedicated on Founder's Day

BY PERCY WIIITE AND DOUGLAS CLARK 
Staff Wriiers

A crowd of anxious onlookers braved 
cool temperatures on Founder’s Day for 
the ribbon cutting ceremony of Winston- 

Salem State University’s newest facility, 
the Cleon F. Thompson Student Services 
Center.

The event was part o f  Founder’s Day 
activities commemorating Homecoming 
Week at WSSU. Hundreds of  alumni, 
students and faculty were on hand for the 
unveiling of the new student center named 
in honor of Dr. Cleon F. Thompson who 
se rv ed  for 10 y ea rs  as c h a n c e l lo r  o f  
WSSU.

In his a d d re s s  to the  c ro w d .  
Chancellor Alvin J. Schexnider spoke of 
the huge  im p a c t  the new T h o m p so n  
Center will have on the university. He 
said the building will serve as the center 
of student activity, will help attract new 
students  and will help the registration 
process move faster.

The chancellor also commented on 
the accomplishments Dr. Thompson made 
while he was chancellor at WSSU. These 

accomplishments include the building of  
Wilson Residence Hall and the Cleon F. 
Thompson Student Services Center.

Cleon Thompson and Dr.. Schexnider at ribbon cutting

Dr. Thompson helped cut the ribbon 
while school personnel unveiled the name 
o f the new building to the crowd. In his 

remarks to the crowd he expressed his 
appreciation to the university.

“On behalf of my family and me, I 
wish to thank the Board of Trustees and 
the W S S U  fam ily  for  n am in g  th is  
beautiful and functional building in my 
honor,” he said. Thompson also thanked

the WSSU Foundation, the Irvin Hodge 
G roup ,  and the O ’B rian  A tk ins  
Architectural firm, as well as Contract 
Office Furnishings for their creative input.

Following the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
the new T h o m p so n  C en te r ,  the new 
Kennedy Dining Hall was also dedicated.

After both facilities  were dedicated, 
student tour guides took faculty, alumni,’ 
s tu d en ts  and f r ien d s  on tours  o f  the 
building.

Harris Speaks At Convocation
BY SHARONDA WILCOX 

Kmertainmcnl Editor

W in s to n -S a le m  S ta te  
U n iv e r s i ty  h e ld  i ts  104th 
F o u n d e r ’s Day Convocation 

and thb dedication and ribbon 
cutting ceremony of the Cleon 
F. T h o m p s o n  Jr .  S tu d e n t  
Services Center on October 4.

T he  F o u n d e r ’s Day 
C on v o ca t io n  is a ce rem ony  
that c e le b ra te s  the date  the 
university was founded. The 
ceremony also acknowledges

contributions that have been 
m a d e  a t  the u n iv e rs i ty  
throughout its existence and 
also contributions that will be 
m a d e  in the  u n iv e r s i t y ’s 
future.

M usical se lections were 
r e n d e re d  by the W SSU  
University Choir directed by 
M rs.  D ’W a l la  S im m o n s  
Burke, and the U n iv e rs i ty ’s 
Wind Ensemble, directed by 
Dr. Lee David Legette.

Dr. W il l ia m  U sse ry  
Harris, the keynote speaker, is

the regional executive director 
of the Middle States Regional 
Office of  The College Board 
in Philadelphia, PA. Harris, 
who is an alumnus of WSSU 
spoke on, “The Paradigm is 

S h i f t in g ,  H ow  W ill You 
Respond?” ^

H arr is  sa id ,  “ If  we 
d o n ’t know abou t ou r  past ,  
how can we a p p rec ia te  our 
future?”

He also said that students 
should know the history of the 
u n iv e rs i ty  and  the

contributions that have been 
made to make the university 
what it is today.

After Dr. Harris’s speech. 
Dr. Schexnider presented the 
honoree whose name the new 

student services bu ild ing  is 
n am ed ,  Dr. C leon  F. 

T h o m p so n ,  whom Dr. 
Schexnider succeeded.

A fte r  the c e re m o n y  
everyone was invited to the 
ribbon cutting ceremony that 
was held in front o f  the new 
student services center.

Historical
Marker

Honoring
Founder

Dedicated
BY DOUGLAS B. CLARK 
Managing Editor

Not all schools  have historical 
m arkers  bea r ing  only  one  p e r s o n ’s 
name.

Dr. Simon Green Atkins was so 
instrumental in founding this university 
that it could not be overlooked any 
longer," said a researcher for the North 
Carolina Highway Historical Marker 
Program.

Micheal Hill, the researcher, and 
m em b ers  o f  the A tk in s  fam ily ,  

W in s to n -S a le m  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  
a lum ni,  faculty ,  s taff ,  and s tudents  

braved inclement weather to attend the 
dedication of a Historical Marker in 
honor of WSSU's Founder Dr. Simon 
Green Atkins.

In his opening remarks. Chancellor 
Alvin J. Schexnider thanked everyone 

who m ade this event possib le  and 
added that its means so much to be a 
part of a special history-making event 
while you can appreciate it. t

The  m a rk e r  w as u n v e i led  by 
Simona Atkins Allen, an Atkins family 
representative.

Dr. Atkins’ granddaughter, Elinor 
A tkins-Sm ith  and her husband, Gil, 
were also present at this great moment 
in our  s c h o o l ’s h is to ry .  “ I ’m very 
proud of all of what this university has 

become; because it was a big part of 
ou r  f a m i ly ’s h is to ry  as w e l l ,” said 
Atkins-Smith.

Hill  a lso  m e n t io n e d  th a t  Dr. 
L e n w o o d  D av is ,  a W S S U  h is to ry  

professor, was a member o f  the N.C 
Highway Historical Marker Committee 
and has written a book tided. Guide 
to  B la c k  L a n d m a r k s  in N o r th  
Carolina.

"The decision was made in Dec 
1995 and they also decided that the 
bes t  t ime to m ake  the p re sen ta t io n  
would be on Founder’s Day,” said Hill.


