
Rams fast-pitch into new softball season
Experience of senior 
team members is key, 
Coach Hays says
BY V A N E S S A  L. N IE S O N

Reporter____________________________________________

I t ’ s th e  s e v e n t h  i n n i n g ,  t h e r e  a re  

runners on first and  third and your  team is 

d o w n  by  a run. W h a t  p lay e r  w o u ld  you  

want stepping up  to the  pla te?

Is it true  tha t sen iors  real ly  do  play 

d i f f e ren t ly  th a n  u n d e r c l a s s m e n  w h e n  it 

com es  to co l lege athlet ics?

Michae l W inb ush ,  the head coach  of  

the  L ad y  R a m s  S o f tba l l  t e am ,  says  that 

there is a dif fe rence . He says experience  

is key.

W i n b u s h  s a y s , ’’W h e n  p la y e r s  hav e  

been in a sys tem  fo r n u m e rou s  years,  it 

makes  them he lp  out y ou ng e r  players and 

m a k e  th e  w h o l e  t e a m  b e t t e r . ” H e

continues, “ . ..senior leadership  is the key. 

You have  to have  senior  leadership  in any 

sport to be successful .”

S e n i o r  p l a y e r  R a c h e l  A . H i c k s  

agrees.  She  says: “T h a t ’s the key to our 

su cces s ,  if  the  se n io r s  can  s tep  up  and  

play, it will g ive  us the edge  we need to 

win. W e  could  win the division and even  

th e C I A A . ”

T he  Lady R am s  f in ished first in the 

Western  Division last season and hope to 

take it all the w ay  this year .  T h is  cou ld  

very well be poss ible with five seniors  on 

the  team. K e n ish a  W i l l i am s ,  R ache l  A. 

H i c k s ,  L ’T o n a  S a m u e l s ,  N i c h e l l e  

W oo da rd  and Erica L eggett  all have  the 

exper ience needed to take the team to the 

top.

W in b u s h  say s  tha t the  se n io r s  will  

have a large effect on the t e a m ’s record. 

“ S en io r s  here  have  been  here  th ree  and 

f o u r  y e a r s  in k e y  s p o t s , ” h e  s a y s .

“ K en isha  is at left field ,  the  bes t in the 

c o n f e r e n c e ;  s h e ’s the  to ta l p a c k a g e  —  

hi t t ing ,  ru n n in g ,  the  bes t a rm  tha t I ’ve 

seen in years and her att i tude is excel lent.

“ Rachel is ded ica ted  and  has overall  

l e a d e r s h ip  ab i l i t i e s ,  an d  she  k n o w s  the  

g am e  and  is an exce l len t  hust ler,  day  in 

and day out.

“L ’T o n a  has speed; s h e ’s the Icadoff 

hit ter ,  she  ge ts  on  b ase  and  u t i l izes  her 

speed  for stealing bases. This  is importan t 

because  you have to get on base  to win.

“ N i c h e l l e  h a s  th e  a b i l i t y  to  k e e p  

e v e ry o n e  focu sed  and  k eep  them  in the  

game,  and she swings  the bat well .

“ E r i c a  p l a y e d  a s  a f r e s h m a n  a n d  

m a d e  all  c o n f e r e n c e .  S h e ’s go t  a g o o d  

glove, speed  and is very competi tive .

“T h e  seniors  are a vital part o f  what 

w e  a re  t r y in g  to ge t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  th is  

y e a r  an d  they  hav e  been  s h o w in g  g rea t  

leadership  so far in the pre-season .”

W il l iam s  th inks that the  seniors  will 

hav e  a b ig  e f fec t  on  the  te am  this  year.  

“ W e ’re u s e d  to p l a y i n g  t o g e t h e r , ” she  

says. “T h e  new girls have  to adjust  to us 

a n d  h o w  w e  p lay .  II' w c  p la y  w e l l ,  we 

should  beat the sam e  team s  that we beat 

last year .”

S am u e ls  says “ L eadersh ip  is the key; 

tha t ’s the effec t that the seniors  have  and 

it ’s a big ef fec t.”

S e n io r s  h a v e  a b ig  c f f e c t  on  t e a m s  

and their records  b ecause  they have been 

in the  g a m e  s i tua t ions  more .  This  m akes  

t h e m  ab le  to reac t  to n e w  s i tu a t io n s  on 

i n s t i n c t ,  w h i c h  is m u c h  q u i c k e r  t h a n  

h a v in g  to th ink  be fo re  m a k in g  the  play.  

T h e y  a l s o  h e lp  to te ach  u n d e r c l a s s m e n  

m ore  abou t  the g am e  and  bring  the team 

to ge ther  to p lay as a whole .

T h e  L a d y  R a m s  s e a s o n  o p e n e r  is 

S un day  Feb. 28 at 1 p.m.  at C iv i tan  Park 

agains t Jo hnson  C. Sm i th  Univers ity.

Returning players take Rams to new level
R A S H E E D  O L U W A  

Sports  editor

A t th e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  th e  b a s k e t b a l l  s e a s o n ,  the re  

thoughts  o f  C IA A  cham p io nsh ip s  running a round in the 

m i n d s  o f  W i n s t o n - S a l e m  S ta t e  U n iv e r s i t y  b a sk e tb a l l  

fans.  For  the w o m a n ’s team.

The m e n ’s basketbal l  team on the other hand started 

the  season  w i th  li tt le fanfare .  W i th  a team fea turing  a 

new coaching  staff  and a roster  fi lled with new faces, no 

one gave this season m uch  thought.

Fans had t rouble  identifying with many  o f  the new 

f a c e s  on  th e  r o s t e r .  C I A A  c o a c h e s  h ad  p re t ty  m u c h  

writ ten the  te am  off,  p ick ing  the R a m s  to finish last in 

the W este rn  d iv is ion.  E v e n  the  the  R am  coach ing  staff  

d id n ’t know  w hat  to expec t.

“W e  w ere  ho p in g  to go  .500 and  build f rom tha t,” 

says R am  ass is tant coach  W il l iam  McNei ll .

“But these  though t  they can be bet ter .”

T h e  R am s  hav e  p rov ed  to eve ryo ne  that they were 

better than everyone 's  expecta tions  this season.

T h e y  f i n i s h e d  th e  s e a s o n  o n  th e  to p  h a l f  o f  the  

W e s t e r n  D i v i s i o n ,  w i t h  a s h o t  a t  t h e  C I A A  

c h a m p i o n s h i p ,  a n d  a b e r t h  at  th e  D iv i s io n  II N C A A

cham pionsh ip .

A l th o u g h  the  R a m s  e n t e r e d  the  se a s o n  w i th  fou r  

ex per ienced  p layers re tu rn ing  to the  lineup, there  were  

p le n ty  o f  q u e s t io n  m a rk s .  W in d e l l  O w e n s ,  the  R a m s  

se n io r  f o r w a rd  had  b een  p la g u e d  w i th  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  

through his ca reer with the Rams.

Ram guard  T yrone  T hom as ,  a senior,  had co m e  of f  

o f  A l l - C I A A  h o n o r s  th e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  b u t  w a s  n o w  

m o v in g  f rom  his s h o o t in g  g u a rd  p o s i t io n  to the  po in t  

guard  slot.

Three  point bo m b e r  Larry Patterson was  co m in g  of f  

a up and do w n  year,  while  senior fo rward  Torr ian  W ynn  

was  com ing  o f f  a year  in which  he barely  played.

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n  m a r k s ,  th e  f o u r  p l a y e r s  

em erged  and brought their play to ano ther  level.

“T h e  re tu rn in g  p la y e rs  h av e  rea l ly  a d ju s te d  to us 

well ,” says ass istant coach Phill ip Stitt.

“ T h e y  h a v e  p l a y e d  s u r p r i s i n g l y  w e l l  w i t h  th e  

f r eshman.”

A f r e sh m an  w h o  has  m a d e  a b ig  im p a c t  w i th  the  

team this year  is M arcus  Best. Best,  w h o  was  recruited 

by  D u c k e t t  a t  F a y e t v i l l e  S ta t e ,  f o l l o w e d  D u c k e t t  to 

W S S U  and has  becom e  one o f  the m os t  feared defens ive  

players in the league.

■ “ H e ’s d o n e  e v e ry th in g  w e ’ve a sk ed  o f  h im ,” says 

Stitt.

“ W h e n  I r e c r u i t e d  h im  I t h o u g h t  he  w a s  the  bes t  

d e f e n s i v e  p l a y e r  I e v e r  s a w  i n j i i ^ h  s ^ h o o l ^ H e ’ s 

m a nag ed  to pa rlay  that to the C I A A . ”

B e s t  a l o n g  w i t h  f r e s h m a n  K e i t h  B r e l a n d  h a v e  

co m b in ed  to fo rm one o f  the mos t fo rm idab le  pe r im ete r  

defense  duo  in the C IA A .

A n o th e r  f r e sh m an  w h o  has m a d e  big  con t r ib u t ion s  

to the team is C orey  T h o m p so n .

T h o m p so n ,  a walk  on, jo in e d  the team af ter spend ing  

last year  on Fayet tevi lle Stale U n iv e rs i ty ’s band.

T h i s  s e a s o n ,  he  h a s  s u r p r i s e d  e v e r y o n e  a n d  n o w  

starts for the Rams.

“W e ’re rea lly  p leased  with  w h a t  he  has  g iven  us ,” 

says Stitt.

N o w  that the  C I A A  to u r n a m e n t  is here ,  the  R am s  

en te r  as con tenders ,  a huge  im prov em en t  f rom their p re 

season  do o rm a t  status.

A cco rd ing  to the co ach in g  st a f f  the R am s  success  in 

the tou rnam ent  h inges on  the success  o f  the seniors .

“ It ’s up  to the .seniors,” says M c N e i l l . ” If they want  

to go  out as w inners  its there respons ib i l i ty .”

RASH, from page 8

because  y o u ’re a gunner .

K obe B ryan t  od ds  fo r appear ing  60:1 

A l l e n  I v e r s o n  o d d s  f o r  a p p e a r i n g

50:1

J.R. R ider  odds  fo r appear ing  40:1 

G le n n  R o b in s o n  od d s  fo r  ap p ea r in g

25:1

S a m  C a s s e l  o d d s  f o r  a p p e a r i n g  

1 0 : l ( h e ’ s g o t  a n  e a r l y  s e a s o n  a n k l e  

injury).

A n d  final ly ,  the  od d s  on  favor i te  to 

take ho m e  the  team M V P  for  the C h icago  

Bulls.

T ony  K uk oc  od ds  for w inn ing  100:1

B re n t  B a r ry  o d d s  a g a i n s t  w i n n i n g

20:1

R o n  H a r p e r  o d d s  a g a i n s t  w i n n i n g

20:1

R an d y  B row n  od ds  aga ins t  w inn ing

50:1

R u s t y  L a r u e  ( J e s s i e  H e l m s  h a s  a 

b e t te r  c h a n c e  o f  b e c o m in g  p re s id e n t  o f  

the N A A C P .  Rusty  should  ju s t  be happy  

h e ’s no t  in so m e  C a m b o d ia n  p ro - leag ue  

with R andolph  Childress) .

I t ’s h a r d  to  b e l i e v e  a f t e r  all  th e s e  

years ,  the  W S S U  m e n ’s basketball  team 

h a s  a c h a n c e  to  w i n  t h e  C I A A

to u rn a m en t .  N o w  if  I c o u ld  o n ly  a f fo rd  

tickets.

CIAA leaves Winston
Sadly,  this tou rnam ent  m arks  the last 

t i m e  t h a t  f a n s  w i l l  s e e  C o a c h  D e b r a  

C la rk ’s first recruit ing class.  E ven  if they 

d o n ’t win, they should  be rem e m be re d  for 

b r inging the p rogram  to the level success 

th a t  o u r  p r o g r a m  h as  e n jo y e d .  S o  R am  

f a n ,  e n j o y  K e s h a  B r o a d n a x ,  E r i c a  

L e g g e t t ,  R a c h e l  H i c k s ,  a n d  N i k k i  

Blackwel l.

By the time you  read this co lum n,  the 

Sports Il lustrated sw im su i t  issue will be

on the  s tands , and  a lot o f  p eo p le  w o n ’t 

pay a tten tion to w ord  o f  this. So  n ow  that 

I ’ve got this rare op por tun i ty ,  I ’d l ike to 

tell eve ryo ne  that the  K nicks  will  win the 

N B A  c h a m p io n s h i p .  I ’d a l so  like  to tell 

ev e ry on e  that the  U N C  T a r  Heels  arc  not 

that goo d  this year ,  and will  p robab ly  get 

e l i m i n a t e d  in t h e  “ S w e e t  1 6 ” o f  t h e  

N C A A  tournament .

I k n o w  that the  last  s t a tem en t  abou t  

th e  T a r  H e e l s  w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  g e t  m e  

killed in certain  parts o f  this state.

L u c k y  fo r  m e ,  s w i m s u i t  c a l e n d a r s  

shou ld  be sh ipp ing  out righ t abou t  now.


