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Lets Go RAMS!!
WSSU Cheerleaders proves practice makes perfect

C ourte sy  of S h a n th a  Hyman 

Quiana Sanders (from left), Deanna Mortimer, Tracy Foote, Shantha 
Hyman, Keisha Williams, Talia Stuart, Sonjay Miller, Sakeenah 
Lambert, Nicole Blackwell, NaShelia Curry and Danielle Dowdell.

BY S H A N T H A  H Y M A N

Spctia l  lo ihc A rgus  ___________

I t ’ s S h o w T i m e  a t t h e  C I A A !  

E v e ry o n e  is ta lk in g  and  p re p a r in g  for 

the C IA A  w h e th e r  its b uy ing  tickets for 

the gam es, o r  get ting  that t ly outf it  the 

C lu b  [Diamond Life,  and e v e n  w a i t ing  

on  the  f an s  f r o m  all o v e r  to c o m e  to 

town.

O n e  g r o u p  t h a t  is d e f i n i t e l y  

p r e p a r i n g  is t h e  W S S U  V a r s i t y  

C h e e r l e a d e r s .  T h e  c h e e r l e a d e r s  a re  

very ex c i ted  a b o u t  c h e e r in g  the  t e am s  

on to a c h am p io n sh ip  and a lso  m ak ing  

sure  they are  ready  to p e r fo rm  and  be  

th e  b e s t  a t  t h e  C I A A  C h e e r l e a d i n g  

Exhibit ion that will  take place  Satu rday, 

February 27.

T he  varsity chee r lead ing  squad  has 

had thei r focus on  the  exh ib i t ion  since  

the middle  o f  January. T h ey  have  been  

c rea t ing ,  le a rn ing ,  an d  p o l i sh in g  the ir  

t e c h n i q u e ,  s t u n t s ,  a n d  o v e r a l l  

presentation o f  the squad  and what they 

will perform.

O ne  o f  the coaches ,  Mary Bennett ,  

says “ Fans should  expec t  to see no  less 

than  the  bes t  f rp m  the  W S S U  vars i ty  

cheer lead ing  squad. T h e  yo un g  ladiesi 

ded ica t ion  and  c o m m i t m e n t  to serving 

the un ive rs i ty  t h ro u g h  phys ica l  abi li ty 

and  schoo l  spi ri t  wil l  d e f in i te ly  be  on 

display  dur ing  the  w eek  o f  C I A A ”

The  cheer leaders  pract ice  everyday  

e v e n  S u n d a y s  e x c e p t  on  g a m e  d a y s .  

T h e  p rac t ic e s  in c lu d e  c r e a t in g  c h e e r s

and  c h a n t s ,  t e c h n iq u e ,  d a n c e s ,  s tu n ts  

and gymnastics .  T h e  ladies incorporate 

these talents into one  to m ake  a routine 

o f  four to five minutes .  For instance , the 

d an ce  rou t ine  tha t is p e r f o rm e d  w hi le  

th e  R a m  P e p  B a n d  p l a y s  a  c o m m o n  

R am  Jam. T h e  girls fo rm a st raight line 

ac ro s s  the  b a se  l ine  o f  the  c o u r t  with  

a r m s  m o v i n g  in a c l o c k w i s e  ro t a t i o n  

l e a d i n g  to  a c l a p ,  to  th e  b e a t  o f  the  

music  with  their hips  shak ing  from left

to right. T he ir  toes are po in ted  and legs 

are straight as they fol low a rout ine o f  

steps that conc lude  with  a j u m p  kick.

All C IA A  cheer lead ing  squads  are 

expected  to perform. T here  will be  six 

sq u ad s  to p e r f o rm  f ro m  9 to 9 ;45  am  

and the othe rs f rom 1 to I: 45. Nicole  

B l a c k w e l l ,  a s e c o n d - y e a r  v a r s i t y  

c h e e r l e a d e r  s a y s  “ W e  p r a c t i c e  h a r d  

eve ryd ay  and w e  are  g o in g  to g iv e  an 

exciting performance .”

Tennis team readies for season
BY SEM.AJ R O B IN S O N

Reporte r________________________ _____________

E d i t o r ’s Note:  This  is p a r t  o f  a 

semester-long series.
A new season  is about to begin under  

Coach  Leon Kay at

W in s ton -S a lem  State  Univers ity ,  and 

they are  ready  to put the i r  ta len t on  the 

co u r t .  In h is  5 th  y e a r  as  c o a c h  o f  the  

t e n n i s  t e a m ,  c o a c h  K a y  led  la s t  y e a r s  

te am  to a 4 th  p la ce  f in ish  in the  C I A A  

C on fe ren ce ,  and  to the sem if ina ls  in the 

playoffs.

C o a c h  K a y  o f f e r s  a w e a l t h  o f  

exper ience ,  hav ing  co a c h e d  on  all leve ls 

f o r  25  y e a r s .  O n e  o f  h i s  b i g g e s t  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ,  is h a v i n g  c o a c h e d  

professional ly  on the D av is  C u p  team.

C o a c h  K a y  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  

in s t ru m en ta l  in g e t t in g  s c h o l a r s h i p s  fo r 

high school  students  w h o  have  w an ted  to 

play tennis in college.  “ I feel there should

be  an  i n t e r e s t  in t e n n i s  a t  th e  c o l l e g e  

level,” says coach  Kay.

“ M any  professiona l p layers w ou ld  be 

bet te r  p repa red  and be t te r  tennis  p layers  

had they p layed the g am e  in co l lege .” 

W h a t  m a k e s  t h e  t e n n i s  t e a m  at 

W S S U  unique  is the aspect  o f  the w o m e n  

being  able to play on the m e ns  team. For  

in s tance ,  if  a w o m a n  p la y e r  has  p layed  

w e l l  t h r o u g h  o u t  t h e  s e a s o n ,  s h e  c a n  

cont inue  lo play the men in the playoffs- 

w h ich  c o a c h  K ay  b e l iev es  tha t th is  will  

s trengthen  the w o m e n ' s  competi tion .

T h e  1 9 9 9  t e n n i s  s e a s o n  w i l l  g e t  

u n d e rw ay  with  a m a tch  at h o m e  aga ins t  

J o h n s o n  C. S m i th  U n iv .  on  M a r c h  16. 

T h e  s e a s o n  w i l l  e n d  w i t h  t h e  C I A A  

Tennis  To u rn am en t  April  15-17.

F o r  th o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  in j o i n i n g  the  

R am Tennis  T eam ,  please  call coach  Kay 

at 7 5 0 - 2 1 4 1 ,  o r  A d r i a n  F e r g u s o n ,  the  

sports inform at ion  director ,  at 750-2143.

1999 Tennis Schedule

March;

16 Joh nson  C. Sm i th  Univ. h o m e  2 

p.m.

17 Sh aw  Univ. Raleigh 1 p.m.

19 N C C U  D u rha m  2 :30  p.m.

21 V i r g i n i a  U n io n  U n iv .  h o m e  10 

a.m.

30 Johnson  C. Smith  Univ. Charlo tte  

3 p.m.

31 St. A u gu s t ine ’s ho m e  1:30 p.m.

April:

1 N C C U  h o m e  2 :30  p.m.

2 St. A u gu s t ine ’s Raleigh 1:30 p.m.

8 Shaw  Univ. h o m e  1 p.m.

10 Virgin ia  State Univ. h o m e  11 a.m. 

15 -17  C I A A  t o u r n a m e n t  D u r h a m  

T B A

Tyson heads 
to prison; 
swimsuit 
issue is out

T h e  first t ime he w ent  to jail ,  it was  

an  u n f o r tu n a t e  s i tu a t io n  fo r  all  p a r t ie s  

i n v o l v e d .  B u t  c ’ m o n .  A  s e c o n d  f o r  

beat ing up tw o old  guys  at a traffic light. 

T h a t  is j u s t  p l a i n  s t u p i d .  M i k e  c a n  

com pla in  all he w an ts  that h e ’s get ting  a 

raw deal,  but the  fact rem a ins  that he has 

no one  to b lam e but himself .

M o s t  p e o p le  w h o  are  o n  p ro b a t io n  

and w ant  to stay out o f  pri son try to hold  

a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  r e s t r a i n t .  

N o t  M ike .  N o ,  he  w an ts  

t o  b e a t  u p  o n  t w o  o l d  

g u y s  o v e r  a t r a f f i c  

d isag reem ent  in fron t o f  witnesses,  plead 

no  c o n t e s t  to a s s a u l t  c h a rg e s ,  an d  then  

c o m p l a i n  w h e n  h e ’ s s e n t  to p r i s o n  fo r  

v io la ting parole.

W h a t e v e r .  T h e  f a c t  r e m a i n s  th a t  

T y s o n  is 32  y e a r s  o ld ,  on  the  b r in k  o f  

f in anc ia l  ru in , an d  w il l  p ro b a b ly  n ev e r  

h a v e  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  r e g a i n ,  th e  

m i l l i o n s  h e  m a d e  d u r i n g  h i s  b o x i n g  

career .  A dd  a three year  prison sentence  

o n  t o p  o f  t h a t ,  a n d  y o u ’ v e  g o t  t h e  

mak ings  o f  a ‘w ashed  u p ’ boxer.  T h e  sad 

th ing is that T y so n  has no one  to b la me 

b u t  h i m s e l f .  S o r r y  f o r  r e h a s h i n g  o ld  

n e w s ,  b u t  a m  I t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  w h o  

bel ieves  that Chr is  C ha nd le r  got raw  deal. 

Sure,  E lw ay  had a good  day th row ing  the 

b a l l ,  n o t  h a v e  w o n  th e  S u p e r  B o w l .  

E v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  b a n d  t o g e t h e r  a n d  

toge ther and change  the M V P  vote  so  that 

C h a n d l e r  c a n  g e t  t h e  M V P  a w a r d  h e  

deserves.

March Madness
N B A  M a d n e s s  has  fina lly  hit . N o w  

people can  get to the heart  o f  profess iona l 

basketball .

T h e  bet ting. H ere  is in formation  that 

the odds  m akers  in Las  V egas  d o n ’t w ant  

you  to see . R e m e m b e r ,  y o u  go t  it he re  

first.

T h e  odds  on  favorites  to b eco m e  the 

first  N B A  p lay e r  to get a c h a m p io n sh ip  

ring in the  “ In te rna t iona l  Buffe t ,  T o u g h  

m an  C ontes t” ;

O live r  Miller od ds  for  w inn ing  10:3

S h aw n  K em p  odds  for  w inn ing  4:2

D e r r ick  C o le m a n  o d d s  fo r  w in n in g

4:2

Dennis  Scott  odds  for  w inn ing  3:2

S ean  Brad ley  (Y eah  Right)

T h e  o d d s  on  favor i te s  to a p p e a r  on  

the Ricki Lake  S h o w  fo r the  topic  “T h e  

reason no  one  on y our  team likes  you  is

See RASH, page XX
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