
News Argus, November 1999

Sports

Fans mourn passing of NBA legend
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Sports with the Rash

The sports  w orld  received a great loss this 
m onth  w hen  NBA great Wilt C ham berla in  died 
at the age of 63. Not only d id  he have a great 

basketball career, bu t  he p e r 
form ed at a level that will forev
er place in the com pany  of 
som e the w orld 's  biggest sports  

legends.
Even though  m any  of today 's  NBA fans have 

never seen C h am b erla in ’s accom plishm ents, 

they tiave u n d o u b ted ly  heard  of them.
W ho h a sn ’t heard  abou t the time that 

C ham berla in  scored 100 poin ts  by himself 
against the N ew  York Knicks in 1962? "1 spent 
12 years in his a rm pits ,  and  I a lw ays carried 
that 100 point gam e  on m y shoulders," Darral 
Imhoff told the Associated Press in an interview.

That sam e year he scored 50 points game. He 
also led the league in assists in 1968 as a center. 
Even now  in som e old barbershop , you can hear 
an old tim ers talk about C ham berla in  taking 
runn ing  starts and  du n k in g  his free throw s back 
in his college days  with the Kansas 'Jayhawks.'

Putting C ham berla in 's  accom plishm ents  in 

the sam e regards as m any  of the NBA o thers 
legends fails to p u t  C ham berla in  career in its 
p roper  context. C h am berla in 's  accom plishm ents  
are out of this w orld  and  shou ld  be placed on 
the sam e p lateau as Babe Ruth. M aybe even 

Paul Bunyan.
C ham berla in  will p robably  never hold the 

sam e level of public  esteem  as Michael Jordan. 
M any of his critics said that his accom plish 
m ents  were m ain ly  ind iv idual. Those sam e crit
ics also forget to m ention  that even though 
C ham berla in  w on only tw o cham pionsh ips  d u r 
ing his career, m any  times he p layed on teams 
that d id n ' t  have nearly  as m uch talent as Bill 
Russell's great Boston Celtic 's teams.

M any A frican-A m ericans m ay  never accept 
C ham berla in  because he d id n ' t  take on the

hardline civil rights s tands that Bill Russell, 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Jim Brown and  o ther a th 

letes took. He even adm itted  that he suppo rted  
Richard N ixonat one time. "I know  some of m y 
brothers  in the ghetto  w o n ’t appreciate me say 

ing this b u t  I think America has hand led  the 
racial situation as well w e’ve had," he once said.

Even now, there is a large segm ent of the p o p 
ulation that refuses to let C ham berla in  live 
d o w n  his claims that he had  sex with over 
20,000 w om en. M any of C ham berla in 's  friends 

say those claims were an exaggeration and  

no th ing  m ore than a publicity s tun t designed to 
im prove book sales for his autobiography.

Despite C ham berla in ’s inability (or refusal in 

some cases) to keep a clean im age for m ain 
stream  America, m any  of Cham berla ins  friends 
knew  him as generous person w ho  gave to 
m any  charities and  non-profit organizations.

Said A1 Attles, vice-president for the G olden  

State Warriors and  a former team m ate  and  
friend C ham berla in ’s, in a Sports Illustrated 
interview; "I d o n ’t think Wilt w ould  ever adm it  
this, bu t  he w ould  try to do  things just to get 
acceptance from other people....So few people  

took the time to try and  appreciate Wilt. Most 
everybody  just assum ed  that a great p layer 

couldn 't  possibly be a great person."
There is no d oub t  that C ham berlain  w as a 

complex individual. M any of the w orld 's  great 
athletes are. But now  that he is gone, the sports  

world, and  the w orld in general, has  a void 

that m ay  never be filled

H o m e c o m in g  M a d n e ss
With the WSSU Rams football team  in a dog  

fight w ith  Virginia State for the CIAA confer

ence crow n, the R am s’ hom ecom ing  gam e 
against Johnson C. Smith figures to be a very 

exciting time for everybody involved w ith  the 

Rams football team.
But according to Rams' football head  coach

Kermit Blount, hom ecom ing  shou ld  be the last 

th ing on  the m inds  of his football team. 

"H om ecom ing is just ano ther  gam e  for us," said 

Blount. "I don 't  th ink I've enjoyed a h o m eco m 

ing since I've been h e a d  coach."
With the Rams in the h u n t  for the CIAA 

cham pionsh ip , Blount expects his p layers  to be 

in the sam e m ode  of thinking. A l though  the 

team  will con tinue  w ith  it’s usually  round  of 

curfew  checks, he  d o e s n ’t expect the any  viola 

tions w ith  the season on  the line.

"If your  going to p lay  football you 've  got to 

realize that h om ecom ing  isn't key for you," he 

said. "We the team  hav ing  to deal w ith  s tudy  

hall and  practice, there ’s no t a lot time left for us 

to focus on any th ing  else."

O th er  R an tin gs..
A recent report  from the New York Times 

revealed that six p layers  ou t of 120 in the NBA 

failed their d ru g  testing from the NBA in the 

first w eek  of October. The NBA is w orried  

because the leaked  in fo rm ahon  com prom ises  

the leagues d ru g  testing policy. Players can test 

positive for m arijuana  testing tw o  times before 

they're team s are notified.
The NBA's take on  the policy is that this will 

encourage  p layers  to seek help  for their p ro b 

lem. But c 'mon. If those six NBA players  m a n 

aged  d u m b  e n ough  to get caugh t the first time 

a round , is there enough  help  in the w orld  for 

those guys.
W hat? Did the p layers  decide to th row  it is 

annua l  High Times w eed  pro test a n d  cancel at 

the last m inu te  w ithou t  in form ing  those lone six 

players? O r is the typical NBA head  coach so 

laughable  that  the only w ay  to take h im  serious 

ly is to get real h igh  before practice? If Don 

N elson  coached you  instructions, y o u 'd  p roba 

bly need  a little he lp  to.

It all m akes you  w onder, doesn 't  it.

Rams & Lady Rams 
Basketball Schedules
through December

"Meet the Rams" Nov. 7 

Winston-Salem, NC TBA

2nd Annual Lady Rams Nov. 

19-20 W inston-Salem, N C TBA 

Invitational.

West Chester(M) Nov. 19-20 

West Chester, PA TBA Classic

Virginia U nion Nov. 23

Richmond, VA 5:30 & 7:30 p .m

Bowie State Nov. 27

Bowie, MD 2:00 & 4:00 p .m

Lenior Rhyne(W) Dec. 1

Winston-Salem, N C  5:30 p  rn. (W)

Augusta College (M) Dec. 1 
Winston-Salem, N C  7:30 p .m .

Mars Hill Dec. 3-4 M ars 

Hill, N C  TBA Tournam ent(W )

Paine C ollege (W ) Dec. 7

A ugusta ,  G A  5:30 p.m.

West Virginia Dec. 9 

W inston-Salem, N C  7:00 p.m.

W esleyan Univ. ( M )

Augusta State(M) Dec. 11 

A ugus ta ,  G A  7:30 p.m.

U nivers ity

Elizabeth City State Dec. 18 

W inston-Salem, N C  3:00 & 5:00 

p .m . U niversity

University of South Carolina 

A iken (W) Dec 30 Aiken, SC

3 games remain in the 
1999 football season

O C T  30 JO H N SO N  C. SMITH UNIVERSITY
BOW MAN GRAY STADIUM "58TH A N N U A L  H O M ECO M ING " 

W INSTON-SALEM, N.C. 2PM

NOV. 6 ELIZABETH CITY STATE UNIVERSITY
BOW MAN GRAY STADIUM "SENIOR N IG H T  /R A M  FAMILY DAY" 

W INSTON-SALEM, N.C. 4PM

N O V 13 GRAMBLING STATE UNIVERSITY QU A LC O M M  

STADIUM "GOLD COAST CLASSIC" SAN DIEGO, Calif. 3PM (PST)

Welcome back, alumni, have a great homecoming


