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Campus News

Edwards visits campus, talks to 
students about Floyd and politics
Melde Rutledge
Reporter

Winston-Salem Stdtc witnessed historic 
moment. For the first time, a United States' 
senator visited the school.

Senator John Edw ards,  D-N.C., recently 
came to WSSU to tell s tuden ts  that he is 
working for them.

E dw ard 's  main topic was l lu r r icane  Floyd, 
which devasted  eastern North  Carolina. He 
also spoke about  lobbying to receive m o n e 
tary aid for the state 's hurricane  victims.

"Sometimes the people  in Washington just 
dt)n't live in the real world ,"  said Edwards, 
referring to how the leaders in Washington, 
D.C., were willing to put off aid for the h u r r i 
cane victims.

Edw ards  sup p o r ts  the betterm ent  of public 
schools. 1 le claims to have  received more 
m oney to get m ore teachers, but  adm its  that

the state 's school systems need more help.
"We don 't  have a level playing field. Some 

of our kids go to school in 
trailers. We can do better 

* than that."
Edw ards says that more 

. ■  after-school program s are
needed and he is against the 
reoccurrence of segregated 
schools.

"1 grew up in a nonsegre- 
gated school and I feel that 

Edwards it's very important  to be in a 
nonsegregated school sys

tem."
Me recognized the underfund ing  of histori 

cally black universities.
"HBCU's have historically been u n d e r fu n d 

ed. It needs to be improved. People have 
to advocate  for it."

Edw ards  says he enjoys representing North

Carolina, bu t  adm its  that he  does  not have 
the answ er  for everything.

"I 've learned a lot. I 'm still learning," he 
said.

Edw ards ,  47, w as  sw orn  into office on Jan.
6, 1999, becom ing the 51st N o r th  Carolinian 
in history to serve in the U.S. Senate.

He was the first person  in his family to go 
to college, g rad u a t in g  from N or th  Carolina 
State University  with  hono rs  in 1974. He 
earned  a law degree  w ith  honors  in 1977 
from the Universi ty  of N or th  Carolina.

Edw ards  w as  called a "ris ing star" by  the 
Winston-Salem Journal and  w as  in a front
page article in the Wall Street Journal as a 
senator w ho  " im presses  colleagues in behind- 
doors  deliberations."

He and  his wife, Elizabeth, live in Raleigh, 
N.C., with their two daugh te rs ,  Katie, 17, and 
Em m a Claire, one. The family recently 
bough t  a house  in Washington.
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Institutional SACS Self-Study Report

Subcommittees of the SACS Self-Study Steering Com m ittee  reviewed the six chap te r  repor ts  of the 

Institutional Self-Study October 15-November 3, 1999. The review w as  des igned  to de te rm ine  (1) the 

extent to which the principal committees had addressed the 400 p lus  SACS criteria; (2) areas of com pli 

ance and  non-compliance; and (3) actions needed  to comply w ith  criteria. Revisions m a d e  by  the Steering 

Com m ittee  were incorporated into chapter reports. Com pleted  chapters  (I, II, VI) w ere  g iven  to the ed itor 

ial Com m ittee  for further refinement.

Two issues required further data collection and analysis. One issue involved the adequacy  of faculty 

salaries com pared  with our peer institutions (Elizabeth City State University  an d  the Univers i ty  of North  

Carolina at Asheville) and other liberal arts universities in N orth  Carolina. The o ther  issue involved  the 

maintenance of the physical environment. Individuals and  sub-committees are com ple ting  the analysis; 

the results will be reported in the next draft  of the self-study report.

The SACS Criteria provide s tandards  by which the institution can m easure  its effectiveness in achieving 

its mission. The p rim ary  mission is to offer quality educational baccalaureate p rog ram s  to diverse  and 

motivated students.  To be reaffirmed, we m ust present evidence that the univers ity  has  a dequa te  

resources to accomplish its mission. In analyzing the available data, the Steering C om m it tee  found that 23 

percent of our  program s are accredited by professional accredited bodies , 92.7 percent of ou r  1995-96 

g radua tes  say they have jobs directly or som ew hat  related to their major com pared  w ith  the U N C  average 

of 82.3 percent, and 97 percent of our graduate  school enrollees said they were  well or adequate ly  p re 

pared  for g radua te  school, com pared with the UNC system 's  average of 93 percent. Based on  in p u t  from 

the faculty and the review of available data, the Steering Com m ittees  has  no ted  tha t  the insti tution could 

be greatly improved with additional resources in the areas of technology, laboratories, a n d  bu ild ing  m ain 

tenance, and  facilities. The Steering Committee concluded that s tuden ts  are gett ing  a good, low-cost e d u 

cation, which has been recognized in such reports as the 1999 US News and World Report. Faculty are p ro 

v id ing  educational program s that meet the s tandards  set by  national accrediting bodies. F u nd ing  has been 

identified for improving technology and renovating and  repairing facilities. The Steering C om m ittee 's  

conclusion is that current funding is adequate  to achieve WSSU's mission.

The co-ciirectors, Merdis McCarter and  Carolynn Berry, p resented a report  at the Sep tem ber  22 m eeting  of 

the Academic Affairs Committee  of the Board of Trustees. Four chapters  of the report  w ere  to be discussed 

with Board of Trustees at the Dec. 17th meeting. A forum for faculty and  staff to p rov ide  addit ional  com 

ments about the self-study process was to be provided Monday, Jan. 10, 2000 d u r in g  Spring  O pen ing  

Assembly. The third draft of the institutional self-study report will be d is tr ibu ted  p r io r  to the e nd  of the 

fall semester. In addition, sections of the report will be sent to units referred to in the repor t  for their input. 

A forum for s tudents  will be held Feb. 25 at 10 a.m. One-page su m m a ry  sheets will be d is tr ibu ted  in class 

prior to the forum, McCarter said. The meeting location had  not yet been set.

Faculty, staff, and  s tudents  are encouraged to volunteer  to assist w ith  final p repara t ions  for the SACS Visit 

scheduled April 3-6, 2000. Individuals m ay  volunteer  to serve on the following committees:  Hospitality, 

Transportation, and  C om puters  & Telecommunication Equipment. Contact  M cCarter  at 750-2204 or Berry 
in the SACS Office, O'Kelly Library , Room 202; 750-3045.


