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NAACP recognizes top entertainers
Jason Smith
Arts E ditor

Nia Long, M o rr is  C h e s tn u t  a n d  J u d g e  Joe Brow n will hos t  the 31st 
an n u a l  N a t io n a l  A sso c ia t io n  for the A d v a n c e m e n t  of Colored  People 
Im age A w a rd s .  T h e  a w a r d s  will take  place on Feb. 11 and  Feb. 12 at 
the P a s a d e n a  C iv ic  A u d i to r iu m  a n d  will air on Fox April  8.

Since 1962, T h e  N A A C P  Im age  a w a rd s  has  h o n o re d  an d  recognized  
the a c h ie v e m e n ts  of in d iv id u a ls .  T he  first Im age  A w ard  w a s  g iven to 
the late S a m m y  D a v is  Jr. for h is  w o rk  in ach iev ing  fair e m p lo y m e n t  in 
H o l ly w o o d .

Five y ea rs  later, a c o m m it te e  w a n te d  to h o n o r  those  w h o  w o rk e d  to 
im p ro v e  the  im a g e  of A fr ican -A m er ican s  in H o l ly w o o d  an d  cam e u p  
w i th  t ro p h y  d e s ig n e d  b y  ar t is t  Pico W illiams a n d  n o w  is k n o w n  as 
the Im a g e  A w a rd  s ta tue t te .

T he a w a r d  g ives  h o n o r  to th e  n u m e r o u s  A fr ican-A m ericans  in the 
e n te r t a in m e n t  field for the ir  acco m p lish m en ts .

W ith  n o m in a t io n s  for b es t  film, tw o  for best  actor,  tw o  for best  
actress, tw o  for b e s t  s u p p o r t i n g  ac tor an d  tw o  for best su p p o r t in g  
actress. The Best M an  h a s  m o re  th an  an y  o th er  film in the N A A C P  
Im age A w a r d 's  h is tory .  Life (M art in  Law rence),  The Hurricane (Denzel 
W ash ing ton ) ,  The M atr ix  (L au rence  F ishburne) ,  a n d  The Wood (O m ar  
Epps),  all g ive  The Best M an  a ru n  in the O u ts ta n d in g  M otion  Picture 

category.
Also H a lle  Berry  will  jo in the elite few to be  h o n o re d  as the 

"E n te r ta in e r  of  th e  Year."
She will  jo in  p a s t  h o n o re e s  Will Sm ith ,  O p r a h  Winfrey, W h itn ey  

H o u s to n ,  D en ze l  H o u s to n ,  a n d  K en n e th  "Babyface"  E d m o n d s .  In 
A u g u s t  1999, B erry  u n d e r to o k  the ch a l len g e  of execu tive  p ro d u c in g  
a n d  s ta r r in g  in th e  h ig h ly  an t ic ip a te d  film of l e g e n d a ry  screen icon 
D o ro th y  D a n d r id g e  in  Introducing Dorothy Dandridge. Berry will next 

star  in the  ac t io n  m o v ie  X-M en.

Courtosy ol NAACP

Nia Long and Morris Chestnut gives outstanding performances in box office film The Best Man.

O th e r  en te r ta in e rs  n o m in a te d  will b e  D.L. H u g h le y  for h is  H B O  
c o m e d y  special D.L. Hughley: Going Home, TLC FaiiinaiL T h e  Roots 
Things Fall Apart,  an d  Rosa P arks  for h e r  a p p e a r a n c e  in Touched By A n  

AngeL

we throw all kinds of

[obstacles] at you,
tuition isn't one of them.

Sheer cliffs, rope bridges, final exams. With obstacles like these in your way, tuition’s the last thing  

you should have to worry about. But if you qualify, you can get a 2 - or 3-year Army ROTC scholarship 

that’ ll help make life easier over the long haul. Talk to your Army ROTC representative. And get a 

leg up on your future.

a r m y  ROTC Unlike any other college course you can take.


