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Civil-rights leaders discuss sit-in at Kress n
\v

Melde Rutledge
Reporter

It's been 40 years  since Carl Wesley 

M atthew s sat alone at the Kress lunch 

counter  in d o w n to w n  Winston-Salem.

Of course, M atthews, a black m an, was 

refused service. His action star ted  a civil- 

rights m o v em e n t  in the city that  is r e m e m 

bered to this day.

In honor  of M atthew s  and  the s tuden ts  w h o  

followed him, Winston-Salem State 

University  hos ted  a panel discussion at which 

he and  the form er s tuden ts  could relive those 

dram atic  days  to the audience.

Along w ith  the former WSSU s tuden ts  (at 

that time it w as  the Winston-Salem Teachers

College), the form er Wake Forest Univers i ty  

s tuden ts  w h o  d em o n s t ra ted  cam e to share  

their experiences.
"Every gues ts '  s tory will he lp  us  u n d e r 

s tand  ou r  collected past,"  said M utte r  Evans, 

the m odera to r  and  ow n e r  of W AAA radio  

station.

Everette L. D udley  w as  one of the former 

WSSU s tu d en ts  w h o  spoke  that  night.

"I dedica te  this d a y  to those s tuden ts  w ho  

left us," he said.

Jerry B. Wilson, w h o  a t tended  WFU, w it 

nessed  this m ovem en t  from ano ther  v iew 

point. "W hen  w e re tu rned  to ou r  cam puses ,  

we d id n ' t  know  w ha t  the responses  were 

going to be," he said.

Wilson w as  one of the  white  s tuden ts  from

WFU w h o  pro tested  w ith  M atthew s. He 

expla ined  that  the s tu d en ts  at W FU d id n ' t  

u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  he an d  his o ther  c lassm ates  

were pro tes ting  for a cause  that  " d id n ' t  c o n 

cern them ."  He said his pa ren ts  even  th rea t 

ened  to take h im  ou t  of the school.

M atthew s  w as  last to speak. "If it h a d  not 

been for the city m ov em en t ,  then there 

w o u ld n ' t  have  been a m arch  in W ash ing ton ,"  

he said. W hen M atthew s  an d  his followers 

won the right to be se rved  on M ay 23, 1960 -  

107 days  after his first visit to the Kress 

coun tcr  -  he  returneci and  o rdered  a soda. 

After he f inished the d r ink ,  the se rve r  th rew  

the glass aw ay  in a trash  can. "1 d id n ' t  o rder  

the po ta to  salad because  1 k new  they  w ere  

going  to be spit t ing  all in it."
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Read-in promotes literacy, African-American authors
Cortney L. Hill Works by Langston H ughes  and  o ther  fam ous  a u th o rs  w ere  read at
Editor in Chief the read-in. Also, original pieces w ere  read by the part ic ipan ts .  O ne

of the speakers  w h o  part icipated  in the even t  w as  s o p h o m o re  Shantell 
Fleury.

"1 w as  p roud  to know  that som eth ing  like this existed a n d  1 w as  

glad 1 had  the chance to part icipate ."  F leury said.
Calvin "C ooda"  Randall, a sophom ore ,  also pa r t ic ipa ted  by read ing  

an original piece entit led Confessions of a Black Man.
Darlene Bell-Grady, a 1990 g radua te ,  said that  she en joyed  the read- 

in. "1 definitely  p lan  to part ic ipa te  in the read-in  next February."
Bell-Grady read two original pieces that d iscussed  the p ro b le m s  o f  

s lavery  an d  the courage  and  unity  a m o n g  them.

S tudents  and  faculty of Winston-Salem State University  participated 
in the African-A merican Literature Read-ln Chain  to p rom ote  literacy 

by reading  w orks  d one  by  African-Americans.
Each year on the first S u n d ay  in February  at 4 p.m., people  come 

together across the coun try  to read w orks  w ritten  by  African- 
Americans.

The objective is to get 1 million peop le  reading  at the sam e time.
On Feb. 6 at 4 p.m. s tuden ts  an d  faculty ga thered  in room  228 of Hall- 
Patterson a nd  d id  just that.
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R E S E R V E  O F F I C E R S '  T R A I N I N G  C O R P S
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SUMMER SCHOOL 
FOR PEOPLE 

ON THEIR WAY 
TO THE TOR

If you d id n ’t sign up for 
ROTC as a freshman or 
sophomore, you can still 
catch up to your class
mates by a tten d in g  
A rm y  R O T C  C am p  
Challenge, a paid six- 
week summer course in

L*CEU6NCi

leadership training. By the 
time you graduate from col
lege, you'll have the creden

tials of an Army officer. 
You'll also have the self- 
confidence and disci
pline it takes to succeed 
in college and beyond.

ARMTROTC
THE SMARTEST COLLEGE 

COURSE YOU CAN TAKE.
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