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Martin discusses students' concerns
Melde Rutledge
Reporter
D u rin g the fir s t weeks when Chancellor Harold
L.. M a rtin , Sr. arrived at W inston-Salem State
University, he convened a set o f meetings w ith the
students. The purpose was to address m a n y issues
which concerned them.
M a rtin and his s ta ff responded accordingly.
This article features M a rtin 's reply. Other articles
will feature their reponses.

With the increase of car thefts and ind iv id u 
als w ho w an d er onto the cam pus, the assur
ance of cam pus safety has been a prim e topic
that students question. Martin said that he
has spoken w ith Chief Willie Bell of cam pus
security about the concerns.
"Chief Bell and I h ad an excellent conversa
tion about cam pus safety," Martin said. "It's

not necessarily a need for more personnel,
but a m atter of stability within the person
nel."
One of M artin's suggestions
is to have a security guard
stationed in the main
entrance guard booth from
m idnight to 6 a.m. every
night to keep trespassers from
driving onto campus.
O ther notable issues were
MARTIN
parking and inadequate facili
ties.
"Clearly there is a need for parking spaces,"
Martin said.
A location that has been suggested for a
new parking area is beside the football field
where the tennis courts are located. The ten
nis courts w ould be m oved to a "m ore conve

nient" place.
According to Martin, the problem is from
drivers w ho d o n 't park in their designated
spaces and drivers w ho d o n 't o w n park ing
decals.
"We are a little co m m u n ity on this cam p u s
with rules and regulations," he said. "We
m ust enhance our enforcem ent, b u t in a posi
tive and respectable way."
O ne im provem ent that will be im p le
m ented is replacing Hill Hall life science
building.
This decision cam e after a s tu d y w as c o m 
m issioned by the University of N orth
Carolina System which found that WSSU
needs to replace its life-sciences building.
Martin said that the project will begin w ith 
in the next five years.

Witherspoon
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on the way
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The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools reviewed WSSU on April 3-6.

Optimism remains about
SACS recommendations
Cortney Hill
Editor in Chief

A visiting com mittee of college faculty and
adm inistrators from colleges and universities
in the Southeast visited in early April to
examine all aspects of WSSU's program s and
services. The com m ittee left university offi
cials with 22 recom m endations on how the
university can improve.
Dr. Carolynn Berry, the co-director of the
self-study process, said that "like all universi
ties, we m ust go through an accreditation
process every 10 years to ensure quality."
Colleges an d universities m u st be accredited
to receive federal m oney for stu d en t aid and

grants. The Southern Association of Colleges
an d Schools is the accrediting organization
for the 11 Southern states.
Nine committees com prised of WSSU's fac
ulty, staff and students spent more than two
years studying the university.
"The nine committees w orked together to
prepare a 600-page docum ent which team
mem bers received before the visit. TTiis d o c u 
m ent was also placed on the university's Web
page so the team could access it electronical
ly. M any of the key reference docum ents in
the self-study docum ent were also h y p er
linked to their source. This m ad e it easier for
team m em bers to verify im portant informa-

See SACS, page 2

Dr. Everette W itherspoon, the vice chancel
lor for academic affairs, recently discussed
studen t concerns, including the long registra
tion lines, the purging of classes, u n d e r 
staffing and the hours of operation for some
of the support offices on cam pus.
Students seem ed to be most concerned
with the registration process. To im prove the
long lines, W itherspoon said that the regis
tration staff has been trained to m onitor the
lines at the workstations.
"Each staff m em ber from the registrar's
office and the cashier's office has a specific
shift to w ork at each station.
"W hen one person goes to lunch, another
staff m em ber will replace him or her."
A nother concern posed by the stu d en ts w as
the p urging of classes.
Classes had been p urged on the first day of
each semester. However, at the beginning of
the spring semester, m any stu d en ts w ho did
not ow e any m oney were p u rg ed from the
system and were not able to enroll in the
classes that they needed.
W itherspoon said that stu d en ts' schedules
will no longer be p u rg ed before the first day
of classes.
"A ny stu d en t w ith a balance of $50 or less
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