
The News Argus, April 2004

R IC E , from page 9

M c C le l lan  said. "T h is  is abou t  the w ar  on terrorism 
and  the im porta n t  role that the 9 / 1 1 c om m iss ion  
p lays  in he lp ing  us m o v e  fo rw ard  in the w ar  o n  t e r 
rorism ."

Despi te  W hi te  House  efforts  to d isc red i t  Clarke ,  
w h o  w as  a top  adv ise r  on terro r ism  to Bush and 
President  C l in ton ,  K ean ,  the co m m iss io n 's  
R epub lican  ch a i rm an ,  gave  C la rke 's  h igh  m arks  as a 
witness.

K ean ,  appea r ing  W ednesday  on C B S '  " h a r ly  
Sh o w ,” said C la rk e  w as  "a g(K)d w itness  and a very, 
very im portan t  witness  because  he went ove r  both 
adm in is t ra t ions ."

W hile  R e pub l ic ans  c la im  C la rk e 's  publ ic  tes t i 
m o n y  last week  con t rad ic ted  s ta tem ents  he m ad e  p r i 
vately  to  those inves tiga ting  the at tacks, Kean said 
there was  "n o t  that great  a dif ference ,  a d if ference  o f  
e m p h a s i s ” in C la rke 's  re tel l ings o f  even ts  pr ivately 

and  publicly.
Rice, in an op-ed  ar ticle pub l ished  i n T h e  

W ash ing ton  Post  on M arch  22,  c la im ed  that Bush 
had a p lan to  take mil i tary ac tion agains t  a l-Qaida 
before  Sept. 11. But D eputy  Secretary  o f  S tate 
Richard  A rm i tage .  under  q u es t ion ing  by the c o m m is 
sion, sa id  Rice 's  c la im  w as  not true and  that a m il i 
tary p lan  w as  not put in p lace until " a f te r  the horror  

o f  9/1 1 "
Rice also c la im ed  that Bush was e ngaged  so 

deep ly  on the issue o f  te rror ism that he had p e r s o n 
ally requested  a C IA  briefing on the threat  posed by 
a l-Q aida ,  which  he rece ived in A ugus t  2(H) 1 at his 
ranch in C ra w fo rd ,  Texas.  The C IA ,  however ,  later 
said  that it had  ac ted  on its o w n  in p repar ing  that 

report.
Rice has  g iven  severa l  acco u n ts  o f  C la rk e 's  role 

in d e v e lo p in g  a plan to c o m b a t  terrorism.
In her  W ash ing ton  Post  article. Rice  said C larke  

did not turn ov e r  a plan to the n ew  admin is t ra t ion  
w hen  it firs t took  office.  She  la ter  said publicly  that

C la rk e  did turn o v e r  a plan but  that it cons is ted  o f  

ideas that  "had been already tried o r  rejected in the 
C l in ton  a d m in i s t r a t io n "

H er  descrip t ion  c hanged  again in an interview 

with N B C , dur ing  w hich  she  said that C la rke  had not 

only  tu rned  ov e r  a plan but that the Bush a d m in is t r a 

tion "ac ted  on those  ideas very quickly."
Rice  a lso  contradic ted  Cheney ,  w ho  c la im ed  in a 

radio  in terv iew that  C larke  had been  "out  o f  the 

loop" on  terrorism issues  in the Bush W hite  House  

even  though he w as  supposed  to be  Bush 's  top 

adv ise r  on such issues. ’
"I w ould  not use the w o rd  ‘ou t  o f  the loop , '  "

Rice later  told repor ters . "H e  was  in every  meeting  

about  t e r ro r i s m "
Rice  has a l ready  had to correct  at least one  s u b 

stantive c la im  she m ad e  about Sept. 11, com m iss ion  

m e m b e r  Richard  Ben-Venis te  has  said.
Rice once  de fended  Bush by saying , “ I d o n ’t 

think any b o d y  cou ld  have predic ted  that those  people  

could  have taken an  a irplane and  slam  it into the 
World T rade  C e n te r  ... that  they  w ould  try to use  an 
a i rp lane  as a m iss i le .” But the c om m iss ion  has  been 
told that C la rke  and intel l igence officials ta lked 

about  terrorists  using  airp lanes in an  attack.
Ben-Venis te , a Dem ocrat ,  said Rice  to ld  the c o m 

m iss ion  in private  that  she  had m isspoken  in c la im 
ing that  the  possibil ity w as  never  d iscussed  before  

Sept.  11.
Karen Hughes ,  on e  o f  B u s h ’s c losest  advisers  and 

one  w h o  urged him to let Rice testify publicly , s u g 
ges ted  W ednesday  that any correc t ions  that need to 
m ad e  involve  c o m m e n ts  m ade  by o thers  to the c o m 

miss ion ,  not Rice.
" W e 'v e  seen a n u m b e r  o f  m isrepresen ta t ions  

m ade  before  the 9/11 com m iss io n ,"  H u g h es  said on 
A B C 's  "G(K)d M orn ing  A m er ica .” “ It's im portan t  for 

the public  to hear  the facts and  to  hear  f rom  her 

direc tly .”
'[ 'he key ques t ion ,  acco rd ing  to M ann  o f  the 

Brookings  Inst i tut ion,  is: “ W h o  will prove the m ore  
cred ib le  witness:  C la rke  o r  Rice?  We shall see .”
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nation,  with four- to s ix-fold increases since 1990. 
Hispanic populations have tr ipled in A labama, 
South Caro l ina  and Kentucky.

TTie change  is being felt on the front lines o f  
public  health, social serv ices and educational  and 

cultural institutions.
In Lawrencevil le , Tenn.,  police  and o ther  city 

em ployees  are taking crash courses  in survival 
Spanish.  In Lexington,  Ky., police  take five weeks  
o f  Spanish, then head for  M ichoacan ,  Mexico ,  for 
immersion  courses.  A nd  in Rale igh,  N.C.,  the d io 
cese has hired a H ispanic priest to serve G o d  in 

Spanish.
In R e y es ’ new hom e o f  tiny Toom bs  County, 

Ga. ,  and nearby Vidalia, the signs  o f  this new life 
are everyw here  _  a Span ish- language newspaper , 
radio programs,  dance  c lubs and dozens  o f  res tau 
rants and grocery  stores, the things that turn 
s trangers  into communit ies .

"S tu f f  like that m akes  you feel like you have  a 
little bit  o f  ho m e  here,” Reyes, said.

At the Taco King in Lyons, a vibrant  Mexican 

tapes try  hangs  in the window. I t ’s huge,  so  huge

that  it b locks the view out o f  a d iner  c ro w d e d  with 

Hispanics w ho  are o rdering  in thei r  native lan 

guage  from their  native  menu.
At the tiny T eam ing  C o rp  M igran t  Workers,  an 

e m ploym en t  and train ing  agency, the walls  are 

covered  with notes in Spanish . Som e are for 
English-speaking w orkers  to learn the language;  

others  are for Spanish  speakers  learning to nav i 

gate  the office.
Most days, the wait ing room is filled with 

Hispanic families  looking to stay. Folks in the 
indust ry call it "set t l ing  ou t .” and this nondescrip t  

office  is ground zero.
For  years.  R ogerio  Hinojosa ,  a field crew 

leader, w orked  the migrant  ci rcuit  _  by the crop, 
by the month ,  by the seasons  o f  nature. It began 

with o ranges  in the fall, then on ions  in the spring 
and pick les  and tobacco  in the summer. With a 

wife and three ch ildren , H inojosa  decided  he 
needed to plant his ow n roots. Not  necessari ly  se t 

tling out  as m uch  as se ttl ing in _  still work ing  the 
migrant  fields but build ing a hom e in Lyons.

It was  a m ove  that a l low ed  his ch ildren  to know 

the m eaning  o f  community .
“ I am never  leaving here ,” R ogerio  Jr. said 

betw een  bounces  o f  his basketbal l.  “This  is h o m e .”
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and  o the r  sexua l ly  t ransm i t ted  d ise ases  at d i s p r o 

p o r t io n a te ly  h ig h e r  rates.  S ta te  heal th  o ff ic ia ls  

a sked  c o l leg e  s tu d e n ts  to he lp  p lan  the c o n f e r 

en c e ,  w h ich  is d e s ig n e d  to ge t  s tu d e n t  leaders  

e d u ca te d  a b o u t  H IV  and  m o t iv a ted  to  lead p r e 

ven t io n  p ro g ra m s  on the i r  ca m p u s e s .

T h e  p ro g ram  has  been  in the  w o rk s  s ince  

be fo re  the  j u m p  in c a m p u s  HIV cases  w as  d i s 

c o v e re d ,  sa id Phy l l i s  Gray,  pro jec t  m a n a g e r  for  

the  s t a te ’s H IV and  sexua l ly  t r an sm i t ted  d ise ase  

p re v e n t io n  branch.

In C h a r lo t te  and  e l s e w h e re  ac ross  the sta te , 
ch u rch  and  c iv ic  g ro u p s  are  qu ie t ly  a t tack ing  

r isky behavior .
Pas to r  J o h n n y  B ro w n  o f  the R h e m a  C o v e n a n t  

W o rsh ip  C e n te r  in n o r th eas t  C h a r lo t t e  has  
bee fed  up his  o u t reach  to S m ith  s tu d e n ts  and 

uses  B ible  s tu d ie s  an d  f e l lo w sh ip  t im e s  to  talk 

abou t  sex and  HIV.
B ro w n  lost  a b ro th e r  to  A ID S .  W h e n  he read 

o f  the e p id e m ic  a m o n g  b lack  c o l leg e  m a les ,  he 
go t  invo lved .  “ I p re a c h  a b s t in e n ce ;  d o n ’t have  
sex unti l  y o u ’re m a r r ie d ,” B ro w n  said.

" A s  c h u rc h e s ,  w e  h a v e n ' t  d o n e  e n o u g h .  We 
h ave  to  s tep  up  o u r  g a m e  an d  let th e m  know, 
'W e  d o n ' t  w an t  to  bu ry  y o u . ’”
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