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Rice likely to be grilled about 9-11
By Bob Kemper
C h ic a g o  T r ib u n e  (K R T )

Kft Photo

National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice’s testimony 
will be the White House’s final public word on Bush’s 
efforts to combat terrorism.

W A S H IN G T C N  

In d efend ing  the W hite  H ouse  against 
accusa tions  by  a fo rm er  aide that P resident 
Bush w as not pay ing  ad equa te  a t tention  to 
potential  terroris t  a t tacks prior  to  Sept. 11, 
2001, N at iona l  Secur i ty  A dvise r  
C ond o lee zza  Rice por trayed  the accuser, 
R icha rd  C larke , as so m eone  w ho  c o u ld n ’t 
keep  his story straight.

But w hen  she appears  before the in d e p e n ­
d en t  com m iss io n  investiga ting  the Sept. 11 
a t tacks , possib ly  next w eek, Rice is expec ted  
to  face a grill ing from  c o m m iss io n e rs  about 
inconsis tencies  in the way she and o ther 
m em bers  o f  the adm in is tra t ion  have p o r ­
trayed even ts  leading up  to  those  attacks.

C o m m iss io n  m em b ers  and D em ocrats  
have  noted that o v e r  the past w eek , while 
Rice has been  chas tis ing  C la rke  fo r  f l ip -f lop ­
p ing  on his story, she has con trad ic ted  h e r ­
self, con trad ic ted  o ther  adm in istra t ion  o f f i ­
c ials and  been  con trad ic ted  by o thers  tes tify ­
ing on beh a lf  o f  the W hite  House.

A m o n g  the issues Rice will h ave  to

clarify  are  w hether  adm in is tra t ion  offic ials 
w ere focused  so  intently on Iraq  that they 
failed to pay en o u g h  a ttention  to the  threat 
o f  te rrorism ; w hen  the adm in is tra t ion  put in 
p lace a plan to  co m b a t  a l-Q aida ;  and what 
the presiden t knew  about a l-Q aida  before 

Sept. 11.
“ W e 'v e  go t  to try and  c lea r  up those  d is ­

crepanc ies  as best we ca n ,” com m iss io n  
C h a irm an  T h o m a s  K ean  said. “ S om e o f  
those ques tions  m ay be im portan t  to the fac t ­
f inding in o u r  report. A nd  o bv iously  we will, 
in ou r  hearing, g o  to those q u es t ions .”

T he  stakes are particularly  high for  Rice 
b ecause  her  tes tim ony  will b e  the W hite  
H o u s e ’s final pub lic  w ord  in front o f  the 
h igh-profi le  com m iss io n  on B u s h ’s e fforts  to 
c om bat terrorism . T he  Sept. 11 co m m iss io n ,  
as part o f  its ag reem en t  to  get Rice to  testi. 
ag reed  not to  call any  o ther  W hite  H ouse  
aides to testify publicly.

Bush and  Vice P residen t Dick C heney  
have agreed to  m eet with the  com m iss ion  

jo in tly  but privately.
D em ocra ts  have  been  particularly  gleeful 

that Rice will have to exp la in  the a d m in is t ra ­
t io n ’s incons is tencies  in pub lic  and that Bush

w as  fo rced  by p<ilitical p ressu res  to  reverse 
cou rse  on T uesd ay  and  allow her  to  ap p ea r  

public ly  and und e r  oath.
T h e  episixie has g iven  D em ocra ts  a w ay  

o f  cha lleng ing  B u s h ’s m ain  a rg u m en t  fo r  re- 
e lec tion ,  his leadersh ip  in the w ar  on terror.

" T h e  D em ocra ts  now have a c o m p e t in g  
narra tive  about 9/11 and  the w a r  on  te r ro r ­
ism to that o f  the p res iden t,” said T h o m a s  
M ann , a p residential scho la r  at the 
B roo k in g s  Institution.

“ If that narra tive -- Bush  g ave  a low  p r i ­
ority  to  te rro r ism  before 9/11 and  then 
unw ise ly  d iver ted  re so u rces  to  the w ar 
agains t  Iraq - ho lds  u p  in the w eek s  and  
m o n th s  ahead ,  the m a jo r  ra t ionale  for  the 
pres iden t 's  re -e lec tion  will have  been  d a m ­

aged ,"  M ann said.
W hite  H ouse  sp o k e sm an  Sco tt  M cClellan  

w as  d ism iss ive  o f  the im pact  that fu rther  
p rob ing  by the Sept. 1 I co m m iss io n  will 

have  on the adm in istra t ion .
“ M ost A m er ican s  v iew  Dick C larke  and  

his con trad ic t ions  as yes te rday 's  s to ry ,”
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Hispancs 
giving new 
meaning 
to "The 
New South"
By Audra D.S Burch
K n ig h t  R ip p e r  N e w s p a p e r s  (K R T ) __

LY O N S, Ga. _
Juan  R eyes  spends his days in the dusty  trenches o f  

the vegetab le  f ields that populate  the tiny southeastern  
to w n  o f  Lyons, Ga. He spends his nights in the c o m m e r ­
cially  seductive aisles o f  the local W al-Mart.

A fter  p low ing  row  after row o f  onions, cu cum bers  or  
tom atoes , Reyes goes shopping  at the m egas to re  _  w in ­
do w  shopping ,  really, absorb ing  all the pieces o f  
A m er icana  stacked up and w aiting  to be taken home.

It has been ju s t  tw o  years  since R eyes m oved  to  Lyons 
f rom  O axaca ,  M ex ico ,  w ith  his gir lfr iend and their four 
children . T h e  jo b  in the field o ffered  hard  hours but a 
decen t dollar, en o u g h  to  pay for  bills and a ticket back 
hom e.

But once  w in te r  cam e, and the crops  and the field 
w ork  w ere  no  m ore , Reyes d id n ’t go  back to M ex ico  last 
year. Instead , he stayed in Lyons for good.

“T here  is a lw ays  w ork  to do  here, and i t ’s a good 
p lace to  raise m y ch ild ren ,” R eyes said th rough a trans la ­
tor. “ I love this country. I love W al-M art.”

Stories like R e y e s ’ _  s im ple  but te lling _  are unfolding 
all o v e r  the South, chang ing  the econom ic  and social 
landscape  as they do. E very  day, driven by the New 
A m er ican  dream . Centra l  A m erican  and M exican  im m i­
grants  _  som e legal, som e not _  are unpack ing  their  bags 
fo r  good. T h ey  are retiring f rom  nom adic  exis tences, 
lead ing  a different, lasting w ave o f  im m igra tion , the m a k ­
ing o f  house  into hom e.

U nlike  som e o ther  regions, the South is rich with ag r i ­
cu ltura l and industrial jobs ,  and m igrant w orkers  and 
o th e r  H ispan ic  im m igran ts  are increasingly  taking them. 
T h ey  are  headed  fo r  decen t-pay ing  jo b s  at poultry p ro ­
cess ing  plants in Shelbyville ,  Tenn.; carpet mills in 
Dalton , G a .;  sock factories  in Fort Payne, Ala.

“Jobs ,  jobs ,  jobs. T ha t  is the story o f  m igra tion in the 
South , plain and sim ple ,” said Ferrel Guillory, d irec tor  o f  
the P rog ram  on Southern  Politics, M edia  and Public Life 
at the U niversity  o f  North  Carolina. “T he  South has 
g row n  by leaps and bounds econom ically , and m any  o f  

those  jo b s  are held by im m igran ts .”
T h e  N ew  South , once  rigidly defined  in black and 

w hite ,  is chang ing  in cultural, political and econom ic  
ways. C ensus  f igures tracked an 87 percen t increase in 
the Southern  H ispanic  population  from  1990 to 2002.
A nd unlike  p laces such as South  Florida o r  California, 
w here  H ispan ic  roots ex tend through three generations or  
m ore .  D eep  South  states are new  to this kind o f  diversity 

_  and the language issue that it raises.
In the 1980s, 2 m illion im m igran ts  en tered  the South. 

F our  m illion cam e in the 1990s, sw elling  the total num ber  
to  8 .6  m illion _  or  about 9 percent o f  the population. 
A lm o st  tw o-th irds  are from  Latin America.

T he  South  is now h om e to one-th ird  o f  U.S.
H ispanics, second  only  to the West and m ore than the 

N ortheas t  and the M idw est  com bined.
N orth  C aro lina , A rkansas , G eorgia and Tennessee 

have  the fastes t-g row ing  H ispanic  populations in the

See HISPANICS, Page 10
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CDC worker Polycarp Omaset, right, brings AIDS drugs for Christine Athieno to her Ugandan village. 
Athieno is raising six children, two of her own and four from her brother and his wife who died of AIDS.

Nations, businesses, volunteers 
battle AIDS epidemic in Africa
By Marilynn Marchione
M il w a u k e e  J o u r n a l  S e n t in e l __________

K A M PA LA , U ganda _
G oats  and ch ickens scatter as a dirt bike 

pings dow n rutted roads, past banana trees and 
sugar  cane, to a village deep  in the African 

bush.
Its dr iver  is delivering  som e o f  the w o r ld ’s 

m ost  advanced  drugs to people  in mud-and- 
thatch huts. O nce  a w eek  he visits them , m a k ­
ing sure they are fo llow ing  the com plica ted  pill 
schedule.

He brings som eth ing  ju s t  as precious as the 
m edic ine  in his backpack.

He brings hope that A fr ica ’s horrific AIDS 
ep idem ic  can be turned back.

Every  day  on the continent,  6 ,000  people 
die because  they  d o n ’t get d rugs that m ake 
A ID S  survivable  elsewhere.

But that is changing.
An unpreceden ted  am oun t  o f  m oney  and 

effort is f low ing into A frica as pow erful p e o ­
ple, businesses and nations try to  end  this 

calamity.
President Bush is p rom is ing  billions; 

M ic ro so f t ’s Bill G ates is g iv ing  millions; fo r ­
m er  President C lin ton  is negotia t ing  cheaper  
drugs; and the World Health  O rgan iza tion  is 
a im ing  to  get them  to 3 m illion people by the 
end  o f  2005.

N ew s o f  the ep idem ic  in A frica dom inated  a 
recent U.S . A ID S  conference  norm ally  devoted  
to  dom es tic  concerns.

A frica also  is do ing  m ore  to  help  itself. 
South  A fr ica ’s g ove rnm en t  ju s t  p ledged  to  get 
d rugs to  all w ho  need them  -  a stunn ing  rever ­
sal by leaders w ho  for  years  had denied  that a 
virus, HIV, even causes the disease.

As a result  o f  all these efforts, l imited q u a n ­
tities o f  l i fe-saving A ID S  drugs are s lowly 
b ecom ing  m ore  available  across the con tinent

in w hat am ounts  to the b iggest public health 
exper im en t in history. T he  d rugs must be taken 
exactly  as prescribed _  no sharing , split t ing or 
selling doses _  or  resis tance can d eve lop  in as 
little as tw o  weeks. If  that happens , new viral 
strains will em erge, m ak ing  th ings worse.

Yet the dirt bike program  and o ther  pilot 
projects show  success is possible.

A ID S orig inated  in Africa and has long had 
its worst im pact there.

Nearly  30 million A fricans have HIV -  the 
population  o f  W isconsin , N ew  York and 
M assachusetts  combinfed. Infection rates are as 
high as 40  percent in som e A frican  countries. 
Nearly  20 m illion A fricans have d ied  o f  A ID S, 
and m ore  than 11 million  children  have lost 
one or  both  parents to it.

But A frica and its p rob lem s seem ed rem ote, 
and it w as hard to  see how  to solve them. 
T h e re ’s no vaccine to defea t A ID S , and no 
cure, only expensive  d rugs  that m ust be taken 
for a lifetime.

H ow ever, a new attitude seem s to have 
taken hold: Do w hat we can in A frica because  
w e no longer  can  do  nothing.

In all o f  Africa , 4 .4  m illion critically  need 
A ID S d rugs  but few er  than l(X),000 get them 
now. T h e re  are three main ways: from  an 
em ployer, from  m edical s tudies  like the dirt 
b ike project,  o r  by pay ing  $25 to  $30 a month  
for the cheapest  generic  d rugs  available , sold 
f rom  trea tm ent centers  like this one.

N ow  a fourth w ay  is em erg ing  _  p rogram s 
that g ive the d rugs  to the public  for  free or  
with a small co-pay. T he  hum anitar ian  group  
D octors  W ithout Borders  is do ing this in sca t ­
tered sites around  the continent,  and the Bill & 
M elinda G ates Foundation  and the M erck 
F oundation  have donated  $50 m illion each to 
expand  a p rogram  in Botswana.

But these are limited efforts. D octors 
W ithout B orders  has abou t 6,(XX) people in

treatm ent; the M erck -G ates  p rogram  a im s to 
treat 1(X),000, all in one country.

To go  beyond  that, m any  are  looking to 
Bush and the G lobal  Fund to  Fight A ID S, TB 
and M alaria  -- an international fund crea ted  by 
private  and public  d onors  th a t ’s affil iated with 
the United  Nations, heavily  f inanced by the 
United  States, and headed by health  secre tary 

T hom pson .
W hen  Bush p ledged  a ja w -d ro p p in g  $15 

billion dur ing  his S tate o f  the U nion  speech  in 

2003, the K am pala  c l in ic ’s d irector, Peter 
M ugyeny i,  s tood near  him , full o f  hope.

U ganda is A frica 's  fairy tale story, having 
slashed HIV infection rates f rom  20 percen t to 
5 percen t in a decade , largely because  its lead ­

ers ta lked frankly  about the d isease  and pushed  
testing  and prevention. M ugyeny i hoped 

B u sh ’s m oney  w ould  let them  do  more.
But in the year  since then, m ore  than 3 m il ­

lion A fricans b ecam e new ly infected with HIV, 
m ore  than 2 m illion d ied , and not a penny  o f  
the m oney  has arrived , though  C ongress  

recently  approved  the first $2 .4  billion.
M ugyenyi is d isappointed .
“ W hen  a genu ine  em erg en cy  com es ,  we 

need a qu ick  response. If you co m m it  y ourse lf  
to  help ing  the p rob lem , you need  to  com m it  
yourse lf  to  m aking  the m oney  availab le  very 

quickly,” he said.
He sees the anguish  o f  the curren t  situation. 

W alking through his clin ic  one  day, he saw  a 
m o th e r  with a 4-year-o ld  child  w ho  had 
advanced  A IDS. T he  m o th e r  w as getting  trea t ­
m en t through a m edical study, but there  w ere 
no d rugs  for fam ily  m em bers.

“ 1 thought to  m yse lf .  Is there  a w o m an , a 
mother , w ho  can  take trea tm ent by a c h i ld ? ’ “ 
M ugyenyi said.

He o rdered  the s ta ff  to  treat the child . He 
w ould  find the m oney  som ew here .

Half of U.S. will be 'minority' in 2050, Census estimate says
By Elizabeth Llorente
T h e  R e c o r p  ( B e r g e n  C o u n ty ,  

N.J.) (KRT)

H A C K E N S A C K , N.J.

Fast fo rw ard  to 2050.
Im agine  an A m erica  w here  the c o n ­

cep t  o f  m inority  no longer applies to  the 
sam e e thnic  or  racial groups as today. 
Im agine  an A m erica  w here whites are no 

longer  far  and  aw ay  the majority.
T ha t is the picture  o f  A m erica  drawn 

by popula t ion  projections released  by the 

U.S. C ensus  Bureau.
T h e  bureau  projects that nationwide, 

H ispan ic  and  Asian  populations will 
tr iple o v e r  the next half-century, and 
n on-H ispan ic  whites will represent one- 

h a lf  o f  the total population by 2050. The

report does not contain  state data.
By 2050, the bureau  projects ,  non- 

H ispanic  whites will total 210.3 million, 
m aking  them  50.1 percent o f  the overall 
population , w hich  is expected  to  rise to 
419 .9  million. In the 2000  census, this 
group  accoun ted  for  69 .4  percen t o f  the 
U.S. population.

Hispanics, on the o ther  hand, are 
expected  to  soar to  102.6 million from  
35.6  million. If  that should occur, they 
w ould  m ake  up nearly  a quar te r  o f  all 
A m ericans ,  o r  double  w hat they do  now.

T he  Asian  population  will see the 
sharpest increase, C ensus  says, c l im bing  
to  33.4 million from  10.7 million in the 
2000 count.  TTieir share o f  the overall 
fwpulation w ould , like that o f  H ispanics, 
double  - if  the p rediction  becom es 
reality.

B lacks w ould  also see a gain. T he  
bureau  projects  they w ould  rise to  61.4 
m illion by 2050. But the ir  share o f  the 
general population  w ould  g row  slightly, 
to  14.6 percen t  from  the curren t  12.7.

T h e  projec tions cam e as no  surprise 
to d em ographers  and  leaders o f  these 
racial and ethnic  groups. For som e time, 
dem ographers  have spoken about a 
future A m erica  that w ould  be less non- 
Hispanic  white  and  dram atica lly  m ore 
multicultural.

“T h is  should be em bedded  in our 
m inds  as the conven tional  w isd o m ,” said 
dem o g rap h e r  Ja m es  H ughes  o f  Rutgers 
University  in N ew  B runsw ick  (NJ).

But H ughes , like o ther  dem ograph ic  
exper ts  as well as m inority  g roup  lead ­
ers, w arned  that pro jec tions often have 

been wrong.

Projections long held that Hispanics 
w ould  su rpass b lacks to becom e the 
n a t io n ’s largest m inority  g roup  by 2005. 
In fact, it h ap pened  last year. T he  post- 
World War II baby bo<5m and the great 
w aves  o f  Latin A m erican  and Asian 
im m igran ts  af ter  new  im m igra tion  laws 
in 1965 also b lindsided the nation, 
H ughes  noted.

“T he only thing we can predict for ce r ­
tain,” he said, “ is that 12 m onths from 
now, baby boom ers will be one year 
o ld e r ”

Factors such as rales o f  mortality, 
childbirth and immigration, as  well as the 
economy, could derail the changes that 
Census believes lie ahead.

If the econom y tanked and stayed 
weak, H ughes said, there m ay be far less 
incentive for people to  migrate here.

A nother important variable is how people 
will classify them.selves in a country 
where m any A m ericans increasingly claim 
multiple ethnic origins and races.

Hispanics and Asians, for instance, 
have a high rate o f  m arrying outside their 
groups, usually non-Hispanic  whites. In 
New Jersey, w eddings in which a family 
on one  side o f  the aisle speaks Spanish 
and the one on the other  side speaks 
Italian, for exam ple, are bea>m ing routine. 
How  the children and grandchildren from 
these intermarriages will identify th e m ­
selves is anyone’s guess, dem ographers 
say. In fact, m any dem ographers believe 
that the main.stream concept o f  “ white” 
will expand to  include Hispanics.

“ We may have very different race and 
ethnicity categories than w e do 
now,” Hughes said.


