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Read on
To marry or not to marry, 
that is the question

Jerome Hancock knows 
where he’s headed

Mr, Ram and Miss WSSU 
speak out

CAMPUS NEWS
Married African American couples fare 
better than their unmarried counterparts
By Dreama Williams
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W inston-Salem  State 
U niversity  s tu d e n ts  Tasha 
B arnett a n d  A aron  Little 
m et th ro u g h  a m u tu a l  
friend , an d  the  coup le  has 
been  to g e th er  ever since. 
T h ey 'v e  even  d iscussed  
the  possib ility  of m a r 
riage.

If they  d o  dec ide  to 
m arry, they  w ill find  tha t 
m arriag e  b r in g s  im p o r 
tan t benefits. A  s tu d y  
released in O ctober by  the 
N e w  Y ork-based Institu te  
for A m erican  Values 
fo u n d  th a t m a rr ie d

A frican  A m ericans are 
"w ealth ier, h a p p ie r  an d  
choose h ea lth ier  b eh a v 
iors th a n  the ir  u n m a rr ie d  
peers, a n d  the ir  ch ild ren  
typically  fare b e t te r  in  
life."

Both Little an d  B arnett 
sa id  they  believe they  
h av e  a clear u n d e r s ta n d 
ing of w h a t m arriag e  is all 
abou t. "I t 's  a b o u t love, 
b e ing  loyal, b e ing  respect
ful, an d  b e ing  each  o thers  
friend ," they  sa id  jointly, 
sm iling  at each  other.

T he  study , "C o n se 
quences of M arriage  for 
A frican  A m ericans: A

C o m p re h en s iv e  L ite ra ture  
R eview " also fo u n d  tha t 
A frican-A m erican  boys 
w h o  g row  u p  in tw o-par-  
en t h o m es are less likely 
to  get in to  troub le  and  
they  also te n d  to d o  be tte r  
in  school.

O n e  of the  reco m m en 
da tio n s  to  com e o u t of the 
rep o r t w as  th a t  policies 
a im ed  at increasing m a r 
riage rates a n d  m arita l 
q ua lity  am o n g  A frican  
A m ericans  sh o u ld  focus 
on  "tax  reform , reduc ing  
d om estic  violence, p ro 
v id in g  cu ltu ra lly -re levan t 
m arita l ed u c a tio n  an d

counseling ,"  am o n g  o ther  
efforts.

Ja 'N a te  B ou lw are  an d  
G eorge C room  are 
an o th e r  coup le  on  cam 
pus. They, too, m e t at 
WSSU. B oulw are  sa id  
she  believes the  co rn e r 
s tone  of m arriag e  is 
trust. "W ithou t tru s t 
n o th in g  w ill follow," she 
said.

B ou lw are  a d d e d  tha t 
h e r  pa ren ts  ta u g h t  h e r  the  
im p o rta n ce  of f rien d sh ip  
in  a re la tionsh ip . "M y 
paren ts  w ere  frien d s  a 
long tim e before  th e y  go t 
m arr ied ,"  she  said.
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Some people choose to marry, while others do 
not.

Jerome Hancock says he sees his future behind the camera
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Jerome Hancock has spent time in front of the camera and behind 
the scenes, and said his calling is to be a director.

By Steven Gaither
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erom e Hancock, a junior m ass 

com m unications major from 
Jacksonville, N.C., is a b u d 

ding  d irec tor/ed ito r. H ancock can 
be found  in the M ass C om m 
unications editing lab 2 4 /7  — at 
least it seem s tha t way. A rgus staff 
reporter Steven G aither sat dow n  
for an  in terview  w ith  H ancock to 
find out w here he gets his drive.

Q: W hat are som e of the  p ro j
ects you  have  w o rk e d  on?

A: I 've done three projects — 
tw o m usic videos, w hich  I plan  on 
trying to p u t on Ram  TV, and  a 
commercial.

Q: W hich  do y ou  prefer: v ideos 
or com m ercials?

A: The commercial isn 't really

all that, b u t the m usic videos are 
great.

Q: H ow  long  have you  been  
d irec ting  an d  h o w  d id  y ou  get 
in to  it?

A: I've only been directing for 
tw o m onths. I a lw ays knew  I 
w an ted  to do som ething in the 
en terta inm ent field. At first I w as 
focused on being in front of the 
cam era as a new s anchor or a VJ, 
bu t I realized not m any people 
stay in front of the cam era for 
long. You get real longevity 
behind  the scenes and  beh ind  the 
cameras. I also edit, w hich  is w hat 
I love to do  along w ith  directing, 
they go h and  in hand .

Q: H ave you  d one  an y th in g  in  
the  en te r ta in m e n t fie ld  p r io r  to 
d irecting?

A; I had  m y ow n  show  on Ram 
TV w hen  I w as a freshm an. It was 
called "The Lymelight," and  I was 
the host. I w as in front of the cam 

era and  I liked the attention, b u t I 
alw ays knew  that the people that 
m ake the real m oney in the enter
ta inm ent field are those behind

the cam era, the people w ho are 
shooting, directing, editing  and 
so on. It's good to learn these 
things, because not everybody is 
gonna be a D enzel W ashington or 
a Halle Berry. I h ad  to hum ble  
myself and  realize tha t you d o n 't  
have to be in the limelight to be 
successful.

Q: W ho are som e of the  d irec 
tors you  lo o k  u p  to?

A: Some of m y role m odels in 
this field are H ype Williams, Little 
X and  Benny Boom, all great direc

tors.

Q: W hat are y o u r  p la n s  for the 

fu ture?
A: I plan  on directing show s as 

well as w riting, shooting  m any 
m ore music videos, and, of course, 
editing  show s and  videos.

Javles 
wants 
to help 
others
By Evelyn Robinson
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W hen Boston native Phil Javies 
visited W inston-Salem State 
U niversity  for the first time, he 
knew  it w as the place for him .
The family a tm osphere  rem inded  
him  of the sitcom  "A Different 
W orld," and  he w as hooked.

N ow  a g radua ting  senior,
Javies, w ho  is WSSU's Mr. Ram, is 
certainly a beloved m em ber of the 
family he adopted . A nd he, in 
tu rn , has not let his family dow n. 
Javies is a double major, s tudying  
elem entary  education  and  sociolo
gy, w ith  a concentration in social 
w ork. H e is the founder of Raging 
Rams, a m em ber of Black M en for 
C hange, the C am pus Activities 
Board, C am p u s Pals, Ram 
A m bassadors, M ozik M odeling 
g roup , and  he w as the 2004-2005 
senior class president.

Javies said a typical day  for him  
involves "basically serving the 
school, along w ith  being a g ra d u 
ating senior. I am  doing  m y field 
w o rk  for sociology, m y s tuden t 
teaching, a ttend ing  m eetings of 
the different organizations tha t I 
am  a part of, sitting in the breeze-
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Phil Javies, in his role as Mr. 
Ram, wants to be remembered 
as the voice that stood up and 
spoke out for students.

w ay  listening to s tuden ts  and 
their problem s, and  then  going 
back to the room  to sleep and 
start all over again."

For his role as Mr. Ram, Javies 
said he received an  initial clothing 
s tipend  to cover the cost of tw o 
suits an d  accessories, and  he also 
gets free housing.

"I w an t to be  rem em bered as 
tha t person  w h o  alw ays speaks 
and  talks to anybody, alw ays 
willing to help  anybody  out," he 
said. "I  w an t to be k now n  as the 
ear as well as the voice that 
s tood u p  and  spoke ou t for the 
students."

Tiffany Richmond says representing student body 
as Miss W SSU the most satisfying part of the job
By Tiffany Cash
ARGUS REPORTER

Senior mass com m unications major Tiffany 

Richm ond is Miss W inston-Salem State 
University. However, she said it's no t the 
crow n or title that she finds m ost appealing . It 

is the service.
"I actually enjoy representing  the s tuden t 

body  m ore than  w earing  the crown,"

R ichm ond said.
The job has its perks: Like Mr. Ram, 

R ichm ond received a clothing allow ance and  

free housing. H ow ever, she pays for every 
th ing  else, such as getting her nails done. "I try 
to get it done if no t once a w eek once every 
tw o weeks. I get a m anicure if there is som e

th ing  special I have to attend.
Serving as Miss WSSU has required  a h u m 

ble sp irit and  dedication, and R ichm ond said 
she has no  regrets. "W hen it 's  all said and 

done, an d  m y reign is over on  July 1st, k n o w 
ing m y  reasons have been accom plished will 

be  just enough  for me."
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Richmond believes serving as Miss WSSU 
requires a humble spirit and dedication.
She said she has no regrets.
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