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Chancellor’s Comer: 
WSSU carries on tradition OPINION
Will Harriet Miers be blessing or curse to Bush legacy (?

By Peter A. Brown
KRT WIRE SERVICE

President Bush's choice of 
Harriet Miers for the Supr
eme Court should eventually 
end the debate about his 
intelligence.

Democrats, who have long 
questioned his intellect, now 
m ust hope they're right and 
he isn't sm art enough to 
judge how she'll rule.

Conversely, his supporters 
must take the pick on faith — 
trusting that she w on 't be this 
Bush's David Souter, whom  
the president's father named 
to the court and turned out to 
be among its more liberal 
members.

TTiat's because there is little 
evidence how Miers thinks 
about some of the most con
troversial issues of the day. 
Given the confirmation 
process, we are unlikely to 
find ou t until she begins issu
ing rulings.

It's apparent that Miers is a 
pro-business conservative.
She pays lip service to the 
notion that judges should 
interpret existing statutes, not 
make them by taking the law 
further than the elected repre
sentatives are willing to go.

Because she has never been 
a judge, or gone through con
gressional confirmation hear
ings for her White House

jobs, however, we really don 't 
know much about how her 
mind works.

Barring a revelation that 
one assumes the White House 
has screened for, the chances 
of stopping her confirmation 
are slim to none.

It's poor politics, especially 
for Red State Democrats who 
have to seek re-election, to 
turn someone w ho looks like 
your grandm other into Public 
Enemy No. 1, no matter how 
much cash abortion- and gay- 
rights groups may have given 
to their campaigns.

Which is w hy if Bush's cri
terion for picking a Supreme 
Court justice is someone

whose personal views are so 
unknow n their impartiality 
can't be called into question, 
he gets an A.

But if his goal is a justice he 
can absolutely count on to be 
a reliable conservative vote 
on controversial cases, then 
it”s not clear to the rest of us 
what grade he should get.

After all. Bush is one of the 
few people who has the 
insight to know, or suspect, 
how she will rule.

One would assume that the 
president is sure of her views 
and values. He has known 
her for more than ten years, 
and she is the chief White 
House lawyer.

Yet because there is little 
public record on her stand 
about the most controversial 
matters — like abortion, gay 
rights, immigration, etc. — it 
will not be clear to most of us 
or the senators who must con
firm her, how  she will vote.

We have our suspicions, 
and the company she has 
kept in recent years would 
appear to provide clues.

Yet history shows that pre s- 
idents can appoint Supreme 
Court justices expecting them 
to have a specific judicial phi
losophy and be proved 
wrong.

Just look at Souter, a New 
H am p sh ireS u p em e Court

justice w hen tapped for the 
high court on the expectation 
by the elder Bush that he was 
a reliable conservative vote 
like Antonin Scalia.

Dwight Eisenhower w as 
none too pleased with many 
of the rulings by Earl Warren, 
w hom  Ike made chief justice.

But in both of those cases, 
the presidents did not know 
their nominees weU before 
hand.

Miers is another story.
We w on 't know for a while, 

but, in the end, picking 
Harriet Miers for the 
Supreme Court wiU prove 
once and for aU just how 
sm art Bush really is.

From the Editor:
Congress threatens to cut 
student aid: Rams need to 
make their voices heard

WILSON,from page 2

By Lisa R. Boone
ARGUS EDITOR-IN-CHIEF________

Congress is currently con
sidering Budget 
Reconciliation, a process that 
will cut s tudent aid p ro 
gram s by $9 billion— the 
largest cut to s tuden t aid in 
history.

O ver the last year, tuition 
at four-year public universi
ties increased 10.5 percent 
and tuition at com m unity 
colleges increased 8.7 per
cent w ithout a rise in the 
percentage of governm ental 
aid. As a result, s tuden t debt 
has drastically increased.

University alum ni often 
g rum ble about large bills 
they receive for loans accu
m ulated to cover tuition and 
fees. However, pending cuts 
to student-aid  program s will 
rule out the possibility of 
som e future students receiv
ing aid at all.

According to the 
Congressional Advisory 
C om m ittee on Student 
Financial Assistance, by 2010 
nearly 4.5 million high- 
school graduates will not be 
able to afford to enroll in 
four-year colleges. In add i
tion, the state PIRGs' H igher 
Education Project reports 
that cuts detailed in the 
Budget Reconciliation bill 
will force the average s tu 
d en t to pay $5,800 more over 
the life of their loan,.

In a recent press release 
the United States S tudent 
Association President Eddy 
Morales said Congress 
is turn ing  its back on our 
generation.

Boone

"O ur federal governm ent 
has set a plan into motion to 
drastically decrease aid for 
students, at a time w hen stu 
dents need 
more aid 
than ev e r’ 
to achieve 
their h igh
er educa
tion goals," 
said
Morales.
"Investing 
in higher 
education 
is investing
in the future. Cutting higher 
education in such a drastic 
way is Congress turning its 
back on our generation."

Fellow Rams, we need 
to let Congress know  we 
are against the addition of 
we w ant to ensure that 
sufficient financial aid will 
be  provided to future college 
students. The 2006 Budget 
Reconciliation bill will be 
voted on this m onth  or 
early N ovem ber and can be 
defeated if Congress is 
convinced to oppose the 
legislation.

The United States S tudent 
Association urges students 
to contact their mem ber of 
Congress at 1-800-574-4243 
to express opposition of the 
Budget Reconciliation bill 
and visit
w ww .unionvoice.org/c am 
pa ig n /u ssa  to sign a petition 
against the bill.

For more mformahon 
on how to get involved in 
the campaign visit:

' wwnv.usstudents.org

"Seven G uitars."
The plays, R ichards said, "gave so 

m u c h  o p p o rtu n ity  for black theate r 
artis ts  tha t h ad  n o t existed to tha t 
degree  previously ." W hen he first m et 
Wilson, R ichards recalled, "h e  w as  a 
b rillian t y o u n g  m an, eager to learn. 
A nd  he d id  learn ."

W ilson lived and  w orked  on  a p u n 
ishing, largely se lf-im posed  nom ad ic  
schedule , fo llow ing  his p lays from  
regional thea te r  to regional th ea te r  as 
they  m ad e  their  w ay  to  Broadovay. In 
the years  p rio r  to h is dea th , W ilson 
lived in Seattle w ith  h is  th ird  wife, 
cos tum e des igner C ons tanza  Rom ero, 
an d  their daugh ter, 8-year-old A zula  
C arm en  Wilson. W ilson is also su r 
v ived  by  Sakina A nsari, h is  d au g h te r  
from  his first m arriage. A nsari cam e to 
Chicago last year w h e n  W ilson accept
ed the 2004 C hicago T ribune P r iz e  for 
Literary Achievem ent.

Regarding the com pletion  of his 10- 
p lay project, W ilson told the Tribune 
last year: "I can do  it, because I can 
see the light a t the end  of the tunnel.
... I w ill hav e  com pleted  the cycle."

A largely se lf-educated  poet.

F rederick A u g u st Kittel (his b irth  
nam e) grew  u p  in P ittsbu rgh 's  Hill 
District, and  later im m orta lized  the 
n e ighborhood  in his plays. H e w as 
b o rn  A pril 27, 1945, the fou rth  of six 
children of a  b lack cleaning w om an , 
D aisy Wilson, w h o  cam e from  N orth  
Carolina, and  a white, largely absent 
G erm an-A m erican  baker, F rederick 
Kittel.

In 1960, Wilson d ro p p e d  o u t of 
G lads tone H igh  School after a teacher 
accused h im  of p lag iariz ing  a p ap e r  
on  N apoleon . The poet-to-be subse 
quen tly  sp en t hou rs  a t C arnegie 
L ibrary in lieu of a form al education . 
H e changed  his nam e to W ilson in 
1965 after his father d ied .
. Wilson enlisted in the  U.S. A rm y  for 
a three-year hitch, and  w as d ischarged  
after one. Back in the Hill D istrict he 
w orked  various jobs —  short-o rder 
cook, d ishw asher, gardener —  and  
began writing  in earnest.

W ith a g ro u p  of o ther black 
P ittsburgh  poets and  w riters, he con
tr ibu ted  to the C enter A venue Poets 
W orkshop and , in 1968, s ta rted  Black 
H orizons T heater Com pany.

O ften  as director, W ilson presen ted  
to the Hill com m unity  w o rk  by revo-

lu t ion -m inded  p lay w rig h ts  such  as 
A m iri Baraka an d  Ed Bullins.

In 1969, W ilson m arried  B renda 
B urton, a nurse . Their daugh ter, 
Sakina, w as b o rn  the  fo llow ing year. 
The m arriage  e n d e d  in d ivorce  in 
1972.

In 1978, after v isiting  a friend  in St. 
Paul, W ilson liked it w ell e n o u g h  to 
m ove  there. F rom  1981 to 1990 W ilson 
w as  m arried  to social w o rk e r  Judy  
Oliver. In 1994 W ilson m a rr ie d  cos
tu m e  des igner Rom ero, w h o m  he  m et 
w hile  w ork ing  on "T he P iano  Lesson."

A thol Fugard , w hose  p lay  "  'M aster  
H aro ld ' . . . an d  the  boys" w as  p ro 
d u ced  a t Yale R eperto ry  T hea te r in  the 
early  1980s a ro u n d  the tim e of "M a 
Rainey," considered  W ilson a friend  
an d  soulm ate . H is dea th , he  sa id  
Sunday, is " terrib le  new s. O ne k n ew  it 
w as  com ing. But the  sense of loss is 
overwhelming.

"T he  only  th ing  th a t can  be sa id  _ 
an d  I sa id  it in a little no te  to  h im  n o t 
long ago _ is th a t he com ple ted  this 
ex trao rd in ary  project he set for h im 
self. A n d  by  w riting  those  plays, he 's  
m a d e  su re  h is  nam e w ill n ever  be  for

gotten ."

Let Us Hear 
from You

The News Argus welcomes 
Letters to the Editor. Please 
send letters to new zar- 
gus@ yahoo.com, w ith the 
subject line "Letter to the 
Editor." Include yo u r  full 
nam e, including m idd le  ini
tial, classification a t the 
university  (i.e., freshman, 
sophom ore, jun ior or sen 
ior), and  the nam e of your 
hom e city and  state. All let
ters are subject to cutting 
and  ed iting  and  shou ld  be 
lim ited to 200 w ords.
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WSSU lives up to founding principle of serving others
O ver the past m onth , I have 

com e to u n d ers ta n d  the full m ag 
n itu d e  of the pow er of H urricanes 
Katrina and  Rita as the m edia  cap 
tu red  the unfo ld ing  of the d ev as 
tation. It becam e clear tha t not 
only w ere the lives of millions liv
ing in the region changed  forever, 
b u t tha t the country  w ould  never 
be the sam e. The w idesp read  
des truc tion  w as clear. Yet, 
th rough  the tragedy  and  grief, 
there has been an overw helm ing  
d isp lay  of courage and  com m it
m en t to help those in need.

O ne such area of need is w ith  
d isp laced  college s tu d en ts  from 
the G ulf Region. As you  w ould  
im agine, colleges and  universities 
w ere not im m u n e  to the devas ta 
tion in the region. There w ere 
over 18 colleges, universities, and 
com m unity  colleges affected by

corner

the hurricanes on som e level w ith 
som e institu tions com pletely sus
pend ing  operations. With th o u 
sands of s tuden ts  unable to con
tinue their sem ester as p lanned , 
the national h igher education  
com m unity  has m ade  a trem en
d ous  com m itm en t to prov ide 
o pportun ities  for these displaced 
studen ts. From  the far w estern  
U nited  States w ith the s tuden ts  of 
U tah Valley State donating  food 
and  clothes and  sponsoring  a 
talent show  to raise m oney to the 
assistance from C ham pla in

College in Vermont, post-second 
ary institu tions all over the coun 
try are playing a key role in help 
ing s tuden ts  affected by this 
tragedy.

Along w ith  donations, educa 
tional institu tions are contributing  
th rough  p rov id ing  adm issions to 
d isplaced studen ts. WSSU is cer
tainly a pa rt of this com m itm ent. 
T h rough  the ded ication  of faculty 
and  staff, WSSU w as able to 
quickly develop  a p lan  for p rov id 
ing opportun ities  for s tuden ts  
from the G ulf region seeking to 
continue their education . Equally 
as im portan t, w e have dev ised  a 
p lan for m uch  needed  su p p o rt 
services for s tuden ts  joining our 
cam pus com m unity  such as tem 
porary  housing, counseling  servic
es, financial aid, s tu d en t health  
services, and  d in ing  services. As

well, o u r  WSSU F oundation  
K atrina S tudent Relief Fund  p ro 
v ides a m eans for persons to assist 
WSSU studen ts  affected by this 
d isaster in the G ulf Region.

As s tu d en t leaders, you  have 
also show n  yo u r dedication to 
serve o thers du rin g  this devasta t
ing afterm ath. O ne such exam ple 
is w ith  the S tuden t Athletic 
A dvisory  C om m ittees ' dedication 
to gathering  clothes for the h u rr i 
cane victims. As well, the G am m a 
L am bda C hap te r  of A lpha K appa 
A lpha Sorority, Inc. sponsored  a 
ted d y  bear d rive  for the children 
of the disaster along w ith  collect
ing m onetary  donations. You ate 
clearly leading by example.

As w e acknow ledge this leader
ship, w e m ust also consider 
the currently  enrolled  WSSU s tu 
den ts  w ho  w ere touched  by this

devastation. These s tuden ts  need  
o u r  und iv id ed  a tten tion  and  su p 
port. W hether th rough  counseling 
services or o ther areas of support, 
w e m ust encourage these y ou n g  
m en and  w om en  to rely on  ou r 
cam pus com m unity  in this tim e of 
need. I request tha t you  provide 
the leadership  and  friendsh ip  to 
y o u r  fellow studen ts  in need  and  
direct them  to use  the appropria te  
resources. •

It is im portan t for us to rem em 
ber that our institu tion  w as 
founded  on  the im portance of 
learning and  service, principles 
tha t are best su pported  th rough  
action in times of need. This 
tragedy  provides an  opportun ity  
to rekindle o u r  unfettered  com 
m itm ent to serving those around  
us.

T hank  you  for help ing  others.
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