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Go Rams
W SSU  football team brings home 

the glory at Homecoming
By Steven Gaither
ARGUS SPORTS EDITOR

In front of a packed hom ecom ing crow d, 
the W inston-Salem  State Ram s held  off St. 
A ugustine  College for a close 35-33 victory. 
The Ram s defeated  the div ision-leading 
Falcons, to  leave the CIAA w ith  a win. "We 
cam e in to  this hom ecom ing  gam e, and  we 
w an ted  to take o u t o u r  seniors w ith  a w in," 
said senior RB M artin  H icks, w ho  finished 
the gam e just 11 y a rd s  shy  of his third  
straigh t 1,000-yard season.

Special team s and  tu rnovers  w ere big in 
the first half of the gam e. A fter going three- 
an d -ou t on  the first series, the Ram s got the 
ball back w h en  Ivan  D iggs m uffed  the p u n t 
and  the Ram s recovered on  the Falcon 24. 
Four p lays later, M onte P urv is hooked  up  
w ith  tigh t end  Stan W right for a 30-yard 
to u chdow n  score, going u p  7-0.

T he Falcons w o u ld  no t stay d o w n  long.
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The Rams cheerleaders kept the team and the fans moti
vated as the players took home the victory.

as they p u t toge ther a scoring drive  on  their 
ow n, assisted by  a few Ram  penalties, that 
resulted  in  a seven-yard  touchdow n  com 
pletion from  D arrell N esbit to  D eA rdre 
Jenkins. Again, special team s cam e u p  big 
for the Rams, as M aurice Reed blocked the 
PAT and WSSU h u n g  on to  lead.

Every tim e it seem ed as if the Falcons 
w ere poised to take the lead, the Rams 
stepped  up  and m ade the big play. The 
Falcons p u t together a nice drive  early in 
the second quarter; however, tha t drive 
came to an ab rup t end w hen  out-of- 
now here freshm an D eron M idd leton  in ter
cepted N esbit's  pass and re tu rned  it, taking 
po ints aw ay from  the Falcons. The Rams 
capitalized on tha t tu rnover as well, tu rn ing  
it into a 10-play, 65-yard drive tha t culm i
nated  in a five-yard touchdow n run  by Jed 
Bines, giving the Rams a 14—6 lead w ith 
four m inutes left in the half.

Once again, the Falcons 
pu t together a nice drive 
before N esbit th rew  ano th 
er pick, this tim e to 
M aurice Reed. For the 
th ird  tim e in the half the 
Ram s took advan tage of 
the tu rn o v er and  struck 
quickly on  a M artin  Hicks 
to u chdow n  scam per going 
u p  21-6. The Ram s kicked 
off w ith  35 seconds left to 
play, b u t it only took the 
Falcons 10 seconds to score 
on a 68-yard pass to Eddi 
M ontgom ery and  the 
Ram s w ent into the half- 
tim e leading 21-13.
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The Winston-Salem State Rams won ther homecoming game against the St. 
Augustine Falcons, much to the delight of Rams fans.

The defenses took over in the th ird  q u ar
ter, as the Rams recorded the only score —  a 
one-yard run  by Jed Bines, his second of the 
day. The fourth  quarte r w ould  prove to be 
an exciting one th a t kep t everyone w ho 
could stom ach it in their seats. A fter the 
Ram s offense w as held largely ineffective 
on tw o drives to s ta rt the quarter, the 
Falcons seem ed to get the m om en tum  m ov
ing their w ay w hen  N esbit com pleted  his 
th ird  touchdow n  pass of the day, finding 
A ndre M cGlone for a 22-yard strike. With 
seven m inutes rem aining on  the clock it 
w as WSSU 28-20. A fter getting the ball 
back, the Falcons took  to the air and  began  
d riv ing  again w hen  M idd le ton  seem ingly 
jum ped  off the sidelines, picked off N esb it's  
pass, and re tu rned  it for a 74-yard touch 
dow n. The score gave the Ram s a seem ingly 
in su rm ountab le  35-20 lead w ith  4:30 left in 
the gam e.

T he Falcons w ere still fighting for a spot 
in a CIAA cham pionship , and finally began 
play ing  like it, as they scored on  another 
quick h itting  drive  to cut the lead to 35-27

w ith  3:12 left. The Ram s failed to m ove the 
ball on their next drive, giv ing the  Falcons 
life. T he Falcons responded  w ith  N esb it's  
fifth touchdow n  pass w ith  less th an  a 
m inute rem aining to cut the lead to 35—33. 
The gam e cam e dow n to the all im portan t, 
tw o-po in t conversion, w hich  w ould  have 
tied the gam e and  m ost likely produced  
overtim e. N esbit d ro p p ed  back, dec ided  to 
keep the ball him self, rolled around  the 
righ t corner only to  be m et by Ram  d efend 
ers. Final score WSSU 35, Saint A ugustine  
College 33.

A lthough  the Ram s defeated  the Falcons, 
the W estern D ivison leaders, the team s 
finds itself on  the ou tside  looking in on  the 
CIAA C ham pionship , since it tied w ith  
N o rth  Carolina C entral b u t lost the head-to- 
head  m atch-up. C onsidering  the tough  start 
the Ram s have had, s ta rting  the season 0-3, 
it 's  hard  not to view  this season as a suc
cess. Senior w ideout, B randon H ussey  said 
the biggest th ing he 'll rem em ber ab o u t this 
team  is its never-say-die attitude. 'T h e se  
g uys w eren 't qu itters."

Rams
hold
their
own
Winston-Salem State 

nearly upsets nationally 

ranked Wake Forest

aBy Steven Gaither
ARGUS SPORTS EDITOR_________

The 2005 Twin City 
Shootout lived up to its 
billing, as Wake Forest held 
off a hot-shooting Winston- 
Salem State at Lawrence Joel 
Coliseum team  for a 88-84 
victory. The game played 
out like a heavyweight bat
tle as the teams traded the 
lead throughout the game.

The Deacons jumped out 
to a 24—13 lead. The Rams 
responded and were up 
40-34 with three minutes to 
go in the first half. The lead 
d idn 't last, and the Deacons 
w ent into half time 42-41.

As good as the Rams were 
from 3-point land in the 
first-half, (5-12) they were 
even hotter in the second 
half as they shot a 56 per
cent (5-9). The Rams got as 
close as 84r-83 but the Deacs 
hit their free-throws down 
the stretch and won.

The Rams hot shooting 
even surprised head coach 
Phillip Stitt. "I hadn 't seen 
anything like that in my two 
weeks of practicing with 
them. We stepped it up, and 
we executed our plays."

Stephen A. Smith speaks 
out about controversy

By Steven Gaither
ARGUS SPORTS EDITOR_________

'Taking it to the house." 
'Taking it deep." "Back- 
Back-back-back, gone!"

ESPN viewers should rec
ognize these expressions . 
ESPN's Chris Berman, for 
example, coined the phrase, 
"H e could go aU-the-way!"

But has ESPN jargon crept 
on to the pages of the m ain
stream  press? Scott Reinardy 
and Earnest Perry apparently 
think so. Reinardy is a doc
toral candidate at the 
University of Missouri, and 
Perry is an associate p rofes
sor there. In a survey of 249 
sports journalists, Reinardy 
has found that "ESPN 
sports-speak" has crossed 
over to new s pages, and his 
thesis has caused a stir in the 
sports-m edia world. The New 
York Times and the Baltimore 
Sun have carried stories 
recently that explore 
Reinardy's thesis. And, in the 
Times piece, WSSU graduate 
Stephen A. Smith is cited, 
because he is a columnist for 
The Philadelphia Inquirer and 
host of ESPN's Quite Trankly 
With Stephen A. Smith.

Smith was here for 
WSSU's hom ecom ing festivi
ties, and he discussed the 
issue.

"I don 't think it's  because 
of people like [ESPN's]
Stuart Scott or myself,"
Smith said. "You have to 
realize w hat a S tuart Scott 
does; he is an anchor w ho  is 
given highlights. H e 's  not 
out there being a reporter 
like I am."

Smith added  that he, as 
well as m ost journalists does
n 't  use  jargon. "N ot that 
there is anything w rong w ith

it," he said, " i f  s just that 
w hen you  are reporting that 
is not the place for it."

Smith has w ritten for the 
Philadelphia Inquirer since 
1994, bu t it's  his appearances 
on ESPN, particularly his 
analysis on N.B.A. Nation, 
tha t has m ade h im  a house
hold nam e. Sm ith 's Quite 
Frankly, debuted recently on 
ESPN 2.

W hile he has had no for
m al training in  broadcast 
journalism. Smith also 
adm itted  that hosting the 
show  comes m ore natural to 
him . "It involves interaction 
and  com m unicating w ith 
people and being m ore per
sonal, w ithout having to sit 
dow n and form ulate your 
thoughts."

In The New York Times a r ti
cle, w hich was published 
Oct. 17, the au thor quotes a 
contributing editor who 
w  rote that new spaper sports 
colum ns have becom e "no th 
ing m ore than a springboard, 
a gig that start you  on your 
w ay  to becom ing a m ultim e
dia star."

Smith described that 
assum ption as inaccurate. 
"I 'm  a journalist, a reporter," 
he said. 'T h e y  are entitled to 
their opinion, bu t I d o n 't see 
how  you  can say that w hen 
I 'm  breaking stories, doing 
things that those journalist 
a re supposed to be doing."

Smith added  tha t it was 
his story-breaking reporting 
style tha t opened the doors 
to  broadcast for him. 'T h ey  
w ould  ask m e to com e on 
TV," he said, "I w ou ld  keep 
copies of m y tapes and they 
liked me. I just feel real for
tuna te  and blessed because I 
enjoy doing it."

i l J  J  : /
Change(chanj) to put or take in 
place o f  something, substitute

 ̂  ̂Black (blak) beautifiil, pow erful

The equation

ack Men For Change


