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SPORTS
Rivalry between Rams and Aggies intense as ever
Larry Williams
N K W S  A K d U S  S T A F F  R F I ’O R T E R

O n  S e p t e m b e r  2 n d  a r iv a l ry  w as  r e n e w e d ,  a n d  

a l th o u g h  t h e r e  w as  l a c k  of c o m p e t i t i o n  o n  t h e  f ie ld , 
it w as  a l iv e  a n d  w ell in  t h e  s t a n d s .

“ (^f c o u r s e  th i s  is s t i l l  a r iv a l ry ,  j u s t  a s k  th e  

A&T a l u m n i  w h o  w e r e  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  W S S U  s id e ,  
a n g ry  a n d  t r y i n g  to  s t a r t  t r o u b l e , ” s a y s  C h r i s t a  
L o g an ,  a j u n i o r  a t  W SSU . In  f r o n t  of m o r e  t h a n  

2 1 , 0 0 0  s c r e a m i n g  p a s s i o n a t e  fa n s ,  W S S U  s e r v e d  

n o t i c e  to  N.G. A&T a n d  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  MEAG c o n 
f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e y ’re  n o t  to  h e  t a k e n  ligh tly .  T h e  

R a m s  u s e d  a p o w e r fu l  r u n n i n g  g a m e  a n d  s t r o n g  
d e f e n s e  to  c r u s h  t h e i r  1-40 b r e t h r e n  4 1 - 1 4  a n d  

le a v e  m o s t  o f  th e  s t a d i u m  r e d  by  t h e  t im e  i t  w as 
over .

To g e t  a fee l fo r  t h e  m a g n i tu d e  of th i s  r iv a l ry ,  

j u s t  p i c t u r e  N.G. S ta t e  n o t  p la y in g  UNG fo r  a b o u t  

s e v e n y e a r s .  T h e  e m o t io n ,  p a g e a n t r y  a n d  p a s s io n  

w e r e  all o n  d is p la y  a f t e r  b e in g  b o t t l e d  u p  

fo r  so  long . T h e r e  w as  p l e n ty  o f  t r a s h  t a lk in g  

b e t w e e n  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  f a m i l ie s  a n d  f r i e n d s  

of t h e  tw o  h i s t o r i c a l ly  b la c k  c o l le g e s  s e p a r a t e d  

b y  le s s  t h a n  3 0  m i le s .  T h e  f e e l in g s  h a v e  b e e n  b u b 

b l in g  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  s in c e  t h e  d a t e  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  

a y e a r  ago.

T h e  i n t e n s i t y  a n d  a n t i c i p a t i o n  w as  e v i d e n t  

t h e  m i n u t e  a n y o n e  s t e p p e d  o n to  t h e  g r o u n d s  

of Aggie S ta d iu m .  O n e  g la n c e  o v e r  t h e  p a r k in g  

l o t ( o r  t a i lg a t in g  c e n t r a l )  b e f o r e  t h e  g a m e  a n d  

y o u  m ig h t  h a v e  s e e n  s e v e r a l  o ld e r  g e n t l e m e n  

w e a r in g  w o rn  a n d  a g e d  A & T h a t s .  N o t  to o  fa r

aw ay , o n e  m ig h t  a lso  s e e  c u r r e n t  s t u d e n t s ;  

o n e  m a le  w i th  a n e w  Aggie f i t t e d  c a p  o r  a y o u n g  

f e m a le  w i th  a W SSU  s h i r t  a n d  bag.

If t h e  s t a n d s  c o u ld  s p e a k ,  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  e n d l e s s  

s to r i e s  to  te l l .  T h e  l in e s  b e t w e e n  r e d  a n d  b lu e  w e r e  

v e r y  d i s t i n c t  e x c e p t  fo r  a few  p a t c h e s  of b lu e  a n d  

r e d  m ix e d  in  t h e  m id d le .  “ I t ’s d e f in i t e ly  a t r u e  r iv a l 

ry. T h e r e  w as  a w h o le  lo t  of s c h o o l  s p i r i t  o n  e a c h  

s i d e . ” T ra c e y  B o w e n ,  a ju n i o r ,  sa id .

T h e  c lo s e  p r o x im i t y  o f  t h e s e  tw o  u n iv e r s i t i e s  a n d  

t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s  e n s u r e s  th i s  r iv a l ry  w ill b e  h e a l t h y  

a n d  s t r o n g  fo r  a lo n g  t i m e  to  c o m e .  As G h r i s t a  

L o g an  s a id ,  “T h is  r iv a l ry  will l a s t  a lo n g  t im e  

b e c a u s e  [A&T] w ill  b e  f o c u s e d  o n  g e t t i n g  u s  b a c k  

fo r  a w h i l e . ”
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I F  YOU SAVE A HERO W H A T  DOES THAT MAKE YOU?

U .S. AIR F O R C E
CROSS INTO THE B IU E

More men and women on the front lines are surviving life-threatening injuries

than ever before for one reason: We have the most elite nurses in the world. As a

U.S. Air Force nurse, you receive the most advanced training and have access to the

best medical technology on the planet And whether you're treating Airmen on foreign

soil or their families on bases here in the U.S.. you can put all of that training to use. 

If you're interested in learning more about a better place to practice medicine, call or 

visit us online. 1-800-588-5260 • AIRFORCE.COM/HEALTHCARE

Bobby Collins, new Ram basketball head 
coach preaches patience and hard work

Steven J. Gaither
NEWS ARGUS SPORTS EDITOR

Before he uttered a word, the smile on 
Bobby Collins’ face let everyone know how he 
felt about being a Ram. “I am extremely excit
ed,” said Collins, who was named head coach 
of Ram basketball Sept. 5. He is the seventh 
basketball coach in WSSU history.

Collins is already making history at WSSU, 
as he will be the man to lead the Rams into 
the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference and 
NCAA Division I. Collins has experienced the 
transition from Division II to Division I with 
the Hampton University Pirates as an assistant 
coach in 1995. Collins acknowledged that 
while it will not be easy to recruit players dur
ing the transition because of restrictions 
(WSSU cannot participate in the MEAC or 
NCAA toumaments until 2011) he is confi
dent that he can get the job done.

“I had success recruiting during the transi
tion (to Division 1) and I think it can be 
done,” he said.

Collins displayed optimism in his first press 
conference as head coach of the Rams. When 
asked about the hardships that may lie ahead 
for the team he made sure that the positives of 
the transition were discussed as well.

“Our kids will get a lot of exposure (as a 
result of moving to Division 1),” said Collins, 
a North Carolina native.

Collins’ success with the Pirates during their 

transition and his coaching experience played 

a role in him being selected.

“He was an assistant coach at Hampton 

when the Pirates moved to Division 1, and he 

was also part of the coaching staff that upset 

the Big 12 champion Iowa State Cyclones in 

the (2001) NCAA Toumament,” said WSSU 

Director of Athletics, Dr. Chico Caldwell.

The youngest of 10 children, Collins played 

his college ball at Eastern Kentucky 

University. He began his coaching career at 

Old Dominion in 1994.Collins served as head 

coach for Hampton from 2002-06, after work
ing as an assistant coach for HU since 1995. 
Last season, he led the Pirates to the MEAC 

Championship. In 2002-03 he set a Hampton 

record for victories by a first-year coach with 

19. Collins was named 2004 MEAC Coach of 

the Year, and his overall record was 65-57.

He succeeds Phillip Stitt as the Rams head 

coach after Stitt resigned last month.

Coach Collins said his coaching philosophy 

puts an emphasis on defense. “Offense wins 

games, but defense wins championships,” he 

said. He went on to say that the three things 

he focuses on are attitude, class, and commit

ment.

We are gonna play hard and compete,” he 

said.
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Crib CQmforts
□  2  S h e e t S e ts. Includes Bat &

littsd  sh e e ts , psiow oase(s). 

C h o ck  witti y o ix  co llege to 

s e e  if yoii n e e d  X-long 

sheew .

□  1 C om forter o r  QiMt fC hoose

a th e r  poiy  o r aown-W iad.i

□  2  D uvot C ovors (If you  c h o s e

a  d tw n  com forter.)

□  2  B lankets {It's alw ays g o o d

to  h av e  an  extra.)

□  2 Riiovffi
□  A PiSiow P ro to c to fs  

LJ 1 M attross P ad

□  1 F ite rb e rt/F ea ih e rb e d

□  1 Inflatable A era B ed

□  1 A ccen t Rug

Hit The Show ers
□  6  Towel S e ts  

n  1 S lK w or Liner

[1  f S liow er Rir^g S e t

□  1 E lectric T oo tr* rusfi

□  1 O e r  The D oor H ook

□  1 Edow Dryer

□  S h am fx )o s  S  C ondifioners

□  1 Curling Iron

□  1 E lectric R azor

□  1 R o b e  a n d  S iippers

□  1 B ath  R ug

□  1 S how tjr R adio

n  1 C o s n e tic  O rgarii/er

□  1 C o tto n  Sw ab/B ail H oldei

□  1 M anicure Kit

Clean It
□  t T abietop lnonir>g B oard

□  1 H an d  o r S tick  Vticuum

□  1 Cylinder H am per

□  1 C o tn p a c l Iron

□  I Drying Fteck

□  2  Laundrv B aps

Crwn Tifne
□  1 Bulletin B oard

□  1 D esk  Lam p

□  1 R o o f Lam p

n  1 D esk  O rgan izer S e t

□  1 B ed  R est

□  1 L ap  D esk

□  1 Vlfestq B ask e t

( I 1 P f ^  ShredCter

□  1 Dry E ra se  B oard

□  2  F loor Piiloivs

□  1 Thn̂ w

Must Hav«a
□  1 Q o c k  R adio

□  1 Telephone

□  t  Fan

□  2  AlbrJfTis.^PtK)to

S to ra g e  B oxes

□  2  Exterision Corcte

□  2  S q u id  fwlulti-Outlet

Plug A d ap te rs

□  1 D oor l^ ^ o r  

n  B a lte o e s

□  Wall H ooks

□  F ra m e s  a n d  P o s te rs

t  -

l inens-n-things:
f f

mailto:newzargus@yahoo.com
http://www.thenewargus.com

