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Sports

WSSU shows its stuff at 
2007 Wake Forest Open
Steven J. Gaither
SPORTS EDITOR

Both m en 's  and  w om en 's  
track  and  field team s recently- 
fin ished the Wake Forest O pen  
Track & Field m eet w ith  strong  
perform ances for W inston- 
Salem State University.

"I am  so p ro u d  of ou r kids. 
They really show ed  u p  this 
w eekend ,"  sa id  WSSU track 
and  field h ead  coach H alcyon 
Blake.

"Yesterday, G errod  [Sidbury] 
s ta rted  u s  off run n in g  as aw e
som e as he  did , b u t today  had  
to go to the w om en."

The w o m en 's  4x400m relay 
team  h igh ligh ted  the day, fin 
ish ing eleven th  ou t of 24 team s 
in a tim e of 3:57.50. The time 
qualified the Ram s to com pete 
in the even t at the Penn  Relays.

"The w o m en 's  4x400m relay 
team  cam e back  to day  and  
really set it off," Blake added . 
"Every leg w as fantastic."

The w om en  h a d  som e great 
perform ances b o th  on the track 
and in the field  events. 
Freshm an Jessica Peaks h a d  the 
best ind iv idual finish a t the 
meet, finishing th ird  in section

NCAA/BCA 
pushes for 
expansion of 
Confederate 
flag ban

Christopher Ratliff
STAFF REPORTER
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WSSU athletes earned high marks at Wake Forest Open.

B of the w o m en 's  h igh  jum p 
w ith  a heigh t of 5'3" (1.60m), 
just 3 inches shy of the w inner. 
Junior Irene JeptolO finished 
eleventh  in the w om en 's  
3000m steeplechase w ith  a 
tim e of 11:30.74. She also h ad  a 
great finish in the w om en 's  
3000m run  w ith  a tim e of 
10:56.04.

The m en 's  4x400m relay 
team  h ad  one of its best p e r 
form ances of the season, fin ish 
ing  eigh th  in the event in a 
tim e of 3:15.31, leaving team s

from  H ow ard , A ppalach ian  
State, W estern Carolina, and  
Coastal Carolina. The m en 's  
4x l00m  relay team  fin ished 
th irteen th  in the even t in  a 
tim e of 00:42.95.

The Ram s sp rin te rs  p e r 
form ed well on  the second day  
of the meet, w ith  sophom ore 
R ichard M arcellus finishing 
23rd in the m e n 's  200m dash  in 
a tim e of 00:22:03. Fellow so p h 
om ore sp rin te r Brock Bynum  
w as also solid, finishing 28th 
in a tim e of 00:22.16.
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A group of coaches w ithin the 
National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) is trying to 
expand the NCAA's ban of p redeter
m ined sports cham pionship gam es in 
South Carolina and Mississippi.

The NAACP has w orked to have the 
Confederate flag removed from the 
Capitol dom e in South Carolina; 
though rem oved from its position on 
the Capitol building, it is now  flying in 
front of the edifice.

This controversy over the flag's pres
ence led to the initial ban of basketball 
regionals and cross-country cham pi
onships. Now, the Black Coaches 
Association (BCA) is lobbying for an 
expansion of the ban to cover other 
sports such as baseball and football. 
Baseball, a prized collegiate sport in 
South Carolina, is a major focus and 
w ould  be a huge blow to the colleges 
that profit from the sport.

Floyd Keith, a m em ber of the Black 
Coaches Association, recently protested 
the hiring of Steve Spurrier as head 
football coach at the University of 
South Carolina. A day after former

coach Lou Holtz resigned from the 
position, Keith gave the school a failing 
grade w hen  it came to finding a succes

sor. Keith said he has seen little 
progress. In light of the state 's unw ill
ingness to rem ove the Confederate flag 
from State H ouse grounds, the NCAA's 
m oratorium  on aw ard ing  predeter
m ined postseason events rem ains in 

effect.
"You can use any explanation you 

w an t for displaying the flag, bu t that 
flag is a bad symbol," Keith told The 
Charlotte Observer. "We know  w hat 
w e're  dealing w ith so w e'll continue to 
voice our opinion on it."

According to an article in USA Today, 
The NAACP has m arched and protest
ed at several sports events since the 
ban, including the 2002 NCAA basket
ball regional at the Bi-Lo Center in 
Greenville, the WTA's Family Circle 
C up in Charleston, and the PGA Tour's 
Verizon Heritage in Hilton Head. N ew  
arenas such as the University of South 
Carolina's 5-year-old, 18,000-seat 
Colonial Center lost a b id  for an NCAA 
basketball regional because of the ban, 
form er athletic director Mike McGee 
told USA Today. The Rev. Joseph Darby, 
vice president of C harleston 's NAACP 
chapter and a form er officer at the state 
level, says it 's  appropriate for the BCA 
and NCAA to raise questions about the 
flag because of the num ber of blacks 
w ho participate in college and pro 

sports.
Michael Miller, a WSSU jurtior and 

native of Columbia, S.C., said, "The 
flag is a symbol of oppression, no  m at
ter the circumstance; and if the actions 
taken are w hat is needed for change, 
then  so be it."

QRE Test
Preparation Course

Let Winston-Salem State University prepare you to meet the challenges 

of the GRE exam. A  comprehensive 20-hour review has been designed 

to help you develop the skills needed to achieve successful test results.

P artic ipants  w ill  rev iew  th e  fo llow in g:

• V E R B A L  SKILLS -  A  thorough review of the 

reading comprehension section with ample practice 

materials. Analogies, antonyms, and sentence  

completion are explained through helpful exercise 

sets and instructor lecture. Coverage includes the 

newly required analytical writing assessnient with 

detailed lecture material and an opportunity in class 

to draft a response.

'M A T H  PRO BLEM S -  A n  overview of arithmetic,

percents, ratios, algebra, plane geometry and graphs 

with an effective combination of lecture, examples, 

exercises and practice sets.'

►PR O B L E M -SO L V IN G  and Q U A N T IT A T IV E  

C O M P A R IS O N  -  A thorough presentation of basic 

approaches and common-sense strategies for solving  

math problems. A n  in-depth analysis o f the unique 

quantitative comparison section will be explored.

Dates: April 14, 21, 28 & May 19 
Time: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 pm

259 Anderson Center, W inston 'Salem  State University

Call (3 3 6 )  750^2921  for more information
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