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B a c k I D a y
Activists urge school to 
let Desmond Tutu speak

VJeek o f  October 29-November 4 
Tiffany Hardy and Jamaal Richmond
ARGUS STAFF

39 YEARS A G O  T H IS  WEEK:

Richard M. Nixon w ent out today to cam paign for his 
second attem pt to become president. He was seeking an 
overw helm ing victory.
Nixon stated, “The will of

RICHARD NIXON

the American people 
m ust be expressed over
w helm ingly in November; 
it m ust not come in con
fused or tim id or halting 
or tripartite voices. That 
is w hy we ask for far 
m ore than a majority of 
the Electoral College.
That is w hy we ask for far 
more than a p lurality  of 
popular support. That is 
why we ask for a m an
date to govern."
However, according to The 
Daily N ew s (New York),
Vice President H um phrey  was leading Nixon by 4.2 per 
cent statew ide ... The general counsel of the NAACP, 
along w ith entire legal staff, resigned Monday, October 
28, due to the organization's national board 's failure to 
reinstate Lewis M. Steel, an associate counsel.

Source: The New York Times, October 29, 1968

35 YEARS A G O  T H IS  WEEK:

The Rams defeated the num ber nine Fayetteville State 
Broncos. With m any errors from both teams, 8 fumbles, 9 
interceptions, and 18 penalties, the Rams took over the 
lead at halftim e w ith a score of 9-3. The second half was 
not any better than the first; however, the Rams managed 
to increase their lead and win the game. Winston-Salem 
was ranked first, J.C. Smith second, Fayetteville third, 
Shaw fourth, and Livingstone fifth ... Six Winston-Salem 
State University professors have been nam ed Reynolds 
professors for the 1972-73 academic year. They are: Dr. 
William F. Sheppard, history; Dr. Cleveland Williams, 
political science; Dr. Jeraline Harven, business; Dr. 
Jacqueline Shepperson, biology; Dr. Charles Gray,
English; and Dr. N athan  Simms, mathematics. All were 
selected on the basis of academic achievement and teach
ing ability.

Source: The News Argus, October, 1972

25 YEARS A G O  T H IS  WEEK:

Two African Am erican wom en on opposite sides of the 
political spectrum  run  for the new  18th Assembly District 
in New York. Barbara Patton, the Democratic-Liberal can
didate, and Briding Newell, the Republican candidate, 
disagree on m any major political issues such as the death 
penalty. Mrs. Patton said that she was "opposed, unequiv 
ocally," and favored consecutive sentences, while Miss 
Newell supports the death  penalty. W hen it came to abor
tion, Mrs. Patton was "pro-choice", and Miss Newell was 
opposed to abortion. She said that she disliked the fact 
that abortion has become a political issue ... Thursdays 
are popular at the restored 31 Bank Street Restaurant, On 
this day you can get a one-pound lobster or steak dinner 
w ith salad and rolls for $10. It is suggested that you go in 
a day or two in advance to purchase a ticket. Lunch 
entrees ranged from $3.25 to $5.75. Dinner for two includ
ed three courses, a c o c k - ___________________
tail, a bottle of 1980 
Mosel w ine and coffee 
for $31; taxes and tip are 
included.

Source: The New York 
Times, October 1982
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library also has its own hom epage on the Internet. The 
cost of one of the com puters behind the circulation desk 
was approxim ately $2,500. Currently, printing is free to 
students.

Source: The News Argus, Fall 1997

Week o f  November 5 
Angel Brown, Charlene 
Wheeler and Quentin 
IVIoye
ARGUS STAFF

SHIRLEY CHISHOLM

20 YEARS A G O  T H IS  WEEK:

Students at WSSU are 
looking forw ard to new 
proposal for co-ed visita
tion. Students at the 
institution had som e
w hat of a visitation 
schedule, but the p ro 
gram  fell through because 
students were not making 
an effort to keep the program  going and the students 
were not abiding by the rules ... NCAA ruling proposi
tion 48 is a set of athletic eligibility guidelines that will 
take effect for college athletes during  the year 1986-1987. 
More than 50 percent of athletes in football and basketball 
w ould be ineligible to play, under the new rule.

Source: The News Argus, Fall 1987

10 YEARS A G O  T H IS  WEEK:

N ursing  sorority  Chi Eta Phi has received a plot. It 
was located behind the Sigma Gam m a Rho Sorority, 
Inc.'s plot. It was decorated  w ith  green and yellow 
chairs and benches. The national organization, founded 
on O ctober 16, 1932, by Ailene Ewell, is an organization 
of professional nurses and nursing  studen ts ... The 
O 'Kelly library offered two new  databases th rough the 
online catalog to Eric Education database and  PSYC- 
INFO psychology database. They provide article cita
tions and  abstracts from the professional literature of 
those fields. The library 's In ternet access com puter is 
now  able to link you to w orldw ide  inform ation. The

39 YEARS A G O  THIS WEEK:

Mrs. Shirley Chisholm 
defeats James L. Farmer 
and is elected in the House, 
becoming the first African- 
American woman member 
of Congress. A Democrat 
from New York, Chisholm 
won by about a 2-to-l mar
gin in what was then the 
newly draw n 12th 
Congressional District in 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant sec
tion of Brooklyn.

Source: The New York Times, November 6, 1968

34 YEARS A G O  THIS WEEK:

WSSU's professor of sociology, Ralph von T. Napp, 
pushed for an exchange program that would allow students 
from South America to visit WSSU during the summer, in 
exchange for students from WSSU to visit universities in 
South America. Napp, along with Rev. Cedric Rodney, 
believed that "black universities were being left out of vari
ous cultural exchange programs." Rodney held dual citizen
ship in the U.S. and Guyana, South America, which was the 
first country chosen for the new exchange program. Both 
Napp and Rodney flew to Guyana to meet with the minister 
of education and the prime minister to orchestrate plans for 
the program, and also flew to Africa to discuss plans for an 
exchange program to be set up at universities in Senegal, 
Liberia, Nigeria, and Ghana. TTie finances were not properly 
equipped at the time to begin the program, but the follow
ing year, 1974, six to 10 students from Guyana, WSSU, and 
Piedmont University Center met for a workshop that would 
prepare them for the actual exchange. "Up to now, few of 
our black universities have been really involved in cross-cul
ture exchanges," Napp said. "We hope to change this."
Napp birthed Study Abroad for WSSU, allowing students to 
have, as Napp put it, "personal contact" with diversity and 
how education influences other cultures.

Source: Winston Salem Journal, November 5,1973

25 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK:

A jury found Eddie Carthan, former Mayor of Tchula, not 
guilty of hiring two men 
to kill a political rival in 
the Mississippi Delta 
town. After deliberating 
only 45 minutes, the all- 
black State Circuit Court 
jury delivered its verdict 
in the two-week trial for 
the charge of capital m ur
der. Mr. Roosevelt 
Granderson, a basketball 
coach at the Tchula high 
school, was killed June 
28,1981, in a convenience 
store where he worked 
part-time. Two African- 
Americans testified that 
Carthan promised them 
$10,000 each to stage a
robbery and kill the Tchula alderman. Carthan told more 
than 100 supporters on the Holmes County Courthouse 
steps, "The bell has struck for liberty and justice and 
peace."

Source: The New York Times, November 5,1982

11 Y e a r s  a g o  t h i s  w e e k :

A two-time nominee for the Pulitzer Prize, Dr. Chuck 
Stone, was the featured speaker at WSSU. He is a former 
senior editor and colunnnist at the Philadelphia Daily News, 
a former White House correspondent, and the former editor 
of three African-American newspapers. He spent a day with 
aspiring WSSU Mass Communication students ...The 
Thompson Center was formally dedicated on Founder's 
Day. T^e ribbon-cutting was held in front of the Cleon T. 
Thompson Center. Hundreds of alumni, shidents and facul
ty were in attendance. Thompson served as chancellor at 
WSSU for 10 years ... The Delta Chi chapter of Kappa Alpha 
Psi was disqualified from the Homecoming step show. "We 
told them if you get other schools to help you step then all 
the members of your Chapter m ust step. All of them did not 
step," said Dr. Barbara J. O 'Neal" ... WSSU Ram Jam was 
held at the Joel Veterans Coliseum. Comedian Amez J from 
HBO, Def Comedy Jam, and BET's Comic View performed. 
He was described as a very funny act, full of energy and 
kept the crowd laughing. Other performances were by The 
Lost Boys, who performed their hits, 'Renee', 'Jeeps, Lex, 
Coupes, Bimaz, and Benz', and 'Music Makes Me High'. A 
Tribe Called Quest performed 'Electric Relaxation', 'Can I 
Kick It', and more.

Source: The News Argus. November 13,1996

Archival information for "Back in the Day" is courtesy of 
O'Kelly Library, WSSU
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O
n the University of St. 

Thomas campus 
recently, activists 

unfurled a large banner; "Let 
Tutu Speak!"

By evening, St. Thomas' 
president, the Rev. Dennis 
Dease, had received more 
than 2,500 e-mails from a 
national Jewish peace group 
urging him to reverse his 
decision not to invite Nobel 
Peace laureate Desmond Tutu 
to campus.

"There is an overwhelming 
majority of students who are 
appalled by this," said 
Stephanie Edquist, 21, editor 
of the student newspaper. 
"Students are saying, 'Who 
else is going to be restricted 
from coming to campus?'"

The dust-up is part of a 
constant tension at colleges 
nationwide, one pitting free 
speech and academic free
dom against views some find 
objectionable.

Last month, Columbia 
University's decision to allow 
Iranian president Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad to speak drew 
protesters. Speakers with 
strong political opinions — 
from Ann Coulter on the 
right to Michael Moore on the 
left— regularly draw ire on 
campuses. Many religious- 
affiliated universities have 
taken heat for speakers who 
hold positions that, some say, 
go against particular doc
trines.

WKat Kas cKetrvged of late

has been the reaction of some 
colleges and universities.
There is a growing trend, 
according to the American 
Association of University 
Professors, of schools inviting 
speakers and then un-inviting 
them after opposition groups 
turn up the heat.

St. Thomas never invited 
Tutu to speak, but declined to 
approve an invitation as part 
of the Peacejam, an event the 
school has hosted for the past 
four years. Peacejam officials 
have arranged to have the 
South African archbishop and 
activist speak at its April 
event, which wiU now be 
held at Metropolitan State 
University.

St. Thomas officials said 
that local Jewish leaders they 
consulted felt that Tutu had 
made remarks offensive to 
the Jewish people in a 2002 
speech about Israeli policy 
toward the Palestinians.

But AAUP president Cary 
Nelson, an English professor 
at the University of DUnois, 
contends that allowing speak
ers with varying viewpoints 
is essential to academic free
dom.

"If people on a campus are 
willing to stand back and tol
erate speech from groups 
they oppose, they can win 
their own freedom to invite 
their own speaker the next 
time around,"

Last month the AAUP 
issued an open letter about 
the importance of free speech 
and the marketplace of ideas 
on a university campus.

One thing that is often lost. 
Nelson said, is that inviting 
someone to speak on campus 
is not the same as endorsing 
what they have to say.

That's part of why Nelson 
called St. Thomas' decision 
"pathetic."

"I'm not in personal agree
ment with everything 
Desmond Tutu has said and 
done in his career, but a more 
distinguished figure to bring 
to a university campus is 
hard to imagine."

Gerald Rinehart, the vice 
provost for student affairs at 
the University of Minnesota, 
said the state's largest school 
has a pretty open policy

t

DESMOND TUTU

when it comes to speakers.
"When you have controver

sial people, there's going to be 
controversy," Rinehart said. 
"In general, the way to 
respond to speech you don't 
agree with is with more 
speech, not by silencing or 
trying to avoid that point of 
view."

Tutu spoke at the 
University of Minnesota in 
2003. There has been little 
controversy at the university 
since Michael Moore's 
appearance for presidential 
candidate John Kerry in 2004. 
That, however, could change 
over the next 13 months.

In 2005, the University of 
St. Thomas came under fire 
for permitting an appearance 
by conservative author and 
commentator Ann Coulter, 
sponsored by the College 
Republicans and another stu
dent group. Dease issued a 
statement afterwards, saying 
her "performance went far 
beyond the bounds of what is 
commonly accepted as dvU 
discourse."

"I think we learned a lesson 
from that speech," said Doug 
Hermes, a university vice 
president, "We need to look 
carefully at who we invite to 
be speakers on campus."

At this point, Hermes said, 
Dease is not reconsidering his 
decision but is looking "at the 
possibility of a forum to talk 
about issues that have been 
raised so far and we wiU con
sider that."

Theology professor David 
Landry said that the 
Progressive Alliance, a St. 
Thomas faculty group, 
planned to circulate two peti
tions this week, one asking 
Dease to reconsider his deci
sion, the other asking him to 
reinstate Cris Tofolo, who 
was removed as director of 
St. Thomas' peace and justice 
studies program.

Tofolo, who remains on the 
faculty, said she was removed 
because she pressed the uni
versity to allow Tutu to 
speak. Dease denies that was 
the reason but would not dis
cuss the issue.

At a recent meeting of the 
Minnesota Rabbinical 
Association, rabbis talked 
about the Tutu issue and 
expressed concern that the 
public might mistakenly 
think that St, Thomas made 
the decision based on the 
request of local Jewdsh 
groups, said Rabbi Sim 
Glaser of Temple Israel in 
Minneapolis, Glaser and 
Dease said that was not the 
case.

"I would have had no 
problem with them allowdng 
him to speak," said Glaser, 
who is not a spokesman for 
the group, "but if individuals 
had taken issue with what he 
said, or what he stands for, 
they should be given the 
right to respond publicly,"


