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Sports
To go, or not to go

Gaines Center versus LJVM Annex: Does it affect attendance?
Grant Fulton
PHOTO EDITOR

Eric Price is a faithful Winston-Salem 
State basketball supporter. H e goes to 
all of the gam es, w hether  they are 
located at Joel-Coliseum, the LJVM 
Annex, or on cam pus.

U nfortunately, Price appears  to be in 
the minority. The average a ttendance 
for gam es this season is abou t 980 peo 
ple per g a m e —a drop-off of about 
1,600 a ttendees from last season's aver
age. Since the start of the season, the 
Rams have played five gam es in the 
A nnex and  five gam es in the Joel- 
Coliseum. In contrast, the team  has 
played only two gam es at Gaines 
Center, and  this m ay account for the 
decline in attendance.

Some studen ts  feel that the gam es 
w ould  have a better tu rn o u t if they 
w ere played on cam pus at the Gaines 
Center.

Price is one of them.
"I th ink that until w e can prove that 

w e have a s trong  s tu d e n t su p p o r t  for 
gam es, w e shou ld  no t p lay  [off-cam- 
pus]. If we p lay  o u r  rivals such  as 
N orth  C aro lina  A&T or N orth  
C aro lina  C entral then w e shou ld  go to 
the A nnex," said  Price, d u r in g  a 
recent w om en 's  gam e against 
Lonogw ood. The gam e w as held in 
the G aines C enter and  m ore than 
1,300 attended .

Jun ior D ekeila Perry  th inks tha t the 
concessions at the A nnex are a lot be t
ter than  those offered at the G aines 
C enter and  says tha t the A nnex  offers 
m ore  space. The A nnex seats a p p ro x i
m ately  4,500 people. The G aines 
C enter has  less space and  seats 
app rox im ate ly  3,500 people.

"We sh o u ld  hav e  m ore  gam es in- the 
A nnex o p p o se d  the G aines C enter 
because  w e will hav e  m ore  people 
there  to su p p o r t  o u r  team. The gam e 
will no t sell o u t  as fast, and it could 
ho ld  m ore  people. They have better 
concessions over there [at the 
Annex]," Perry  said.

This is WSSU's second year  as a
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Top: Students cheer on the women’s basketball team held in the C.E. 
Gaines Center during the “Think Pink” women’s game on Feb. 12. 
Bottom; The Rams have been playing to small crowds at home this sea
son in the annex.
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m em b er  of D ivision I. Last year, the 
R am s p layed  ju s t six ho m e gam es 
and  had  an  average  a t ten d a n ce  of 
2,615 people . By contrast, the M EAC 
(w hich the R am s will officially jo in  in 
2020-2011) h ad  an average a ttendance  
of 1,774 people.

M any s tuden ts  feel that the incon
venience of p lay ing  hom e gam es 
across tow n is one factor that is h u r t 
ing attendance.

"I th ink  there w ou ld  be m ore a tten 
dance if gam es w ere held in the Gaines 
C enter because it is m ore  convenient 
for students,"  said junior Tamara 
Grayson.

Junior G innerfra D aniels likes the 
Annex, b u t  she also apprecia tes the 
convenience of a ttend ing  on-cam pus 
games.

"I like hav ing  gam es in the Annex 
because it has m ore  room," said she 
said. "But the G aines Center is more 
convenient for m e because of w here  I 
[live in] G leason-H airston  Terrace."

Eagles top Rams 
in women’s tennis

WINSTON-SALEM

N orth  Carolina Central's w om en's tennis team  defeated 
W inston-Salem State on Feb. 17 by w inning  a decision in 
the sixth singles flight as N CCU's C om esha H ickm an 
earned  a 6-4, 5-7, 7-5 victory over WSSU's Jade H eggins 
that propelled  N CCU to a 4-3 victory at the WSSU Tennis 
Com plex in Winston-Salem.

The Rams started  ou t by securing the doubles po in t as 
the Rams' Terese Lavan and  Johanna N unez  defeated 
N CCU's C om esha H ickm an and  S tephanie Lee 8-4 at sec
ond doubles and  WSSU's Gabrielle Benjamin and  Jade 
H eggins defeated NCCU's A m bra M ason and  A ntionette 
Spain 8-6 at th ird  doubles as WSSU earned  the tw o m atch 
victories necessary to receive the doubles po in t in the con

test.
W ith the doubles po in t in h an d  the Lady Rams fell just 

short to the Lady Eagles as N CCU  w on  four of the six sin
gles m atches en route to the 4-3 m atch  victory.

With the m atch tied at three points each, the Lady Rams 
could only w atch as H eggins d ro p p ed  a three-set m atch to 
C om esha H ickm an in the final singles m atch  of the 
evening.

After d ropp ing  the first set 6-4, H eggins earned  a 7-5 vic
tory in the second set to tie the m atch  before d ropp ing  the 
third, and  deciding, set 7-5 as N CCU  earned  the final point 
of the evening and  secured their first w in  of the season.

The loss d ropped  the Rams to 0-9 overall w hile the 
Eagles im proved  to 1-4 overall w ith  the victory.

WSSU returns to action on Thursday, Feb. 24 at 10:00 am  
as they face the W ildcats of Bethune-C ookm an University 
at the MEAC Tennis R ound-U p. The m atch is part of a 
four-day event that will take place in O rangeburg, SC.

Results
NCCU 4, WSSU 3 
Singles competition

A. Rogers (NCCU) def. S. Loughnan (WSSUW) 6-1,6-0;

T. Velasquez (NCCU) def. L. Joyce ( WSSUW) 6-1, 6-0;

T. Lavan (WSSUW) def. S. Lee (NCCU) 7-5 (11-9), 6-1;

J. Nunez (WSSUW) def. A. Mason (NCCU) 6-0,6-0;

A, Spain (NCCU) def. G. Benjamin (WSSUW) 6-0, 6-3;

C. Hickman (NCCU) def. J.Heggins (WSSUW) 6-4, 5-7,7-5..

Doubles competition
Velasquez/Rogers (NCCU) def. Loughnan/Joyce (WSSUW) 8-6; 

Johanna Nunez/Terese Lavan (wssuw) def. Hickman/Lee (NCCU) 8-4; 
Benjamin/ Heggins (WSSUW) def. Mason/Spain (NCCU) 8-6.

Records: North Carolina Central 1-4, Winston-Salem State 0-9.

WSSU alums and family donate $12,000 to Athletic Department i n s u r a n c e , from page 4

WINSTON-SALEM
Four Winston-Salem State alum ni and  their 

spouses donated  $12,000 to the WSSU 
D epartm ent of Athletics on Feb. 13 at the 
WSSU Bow m an Gray Fieldhouse to h.md a 
technology u p g rade  initiative that will be 
used  to purchase flat-panel m onitors for 
coaches' offices within the Bow m an Gray 
Field House. With this technology u pg rade  
initiative, the D epartm en t of Athletics seeks to 
enhance the recruiting and scouting needs for 
WSSU head coaches and  their coaching staffs.

Associate Director of Athletics, Tonia Walker 
accepted the donations from Eugene and 
Wilma Weeks, Class of 1964; John Sigers, Class 
of 1967; Edna Sigers, Class of 1993; and William 
and Juanita Bowman Tatum, Class of 1964.

2008 Winston-Salem State University Football Schedule

DATE O PP O N E N T SITE TIM E

A ugust 30 O pen  Date N /A N /A

Septem ber 6 N.C. A& T U niversity G reensboro 6:00 PM

Septem ber 13 Savannah  State U niversity W inston-Salem 6:00 PM

S eptem ber 20 M organ  State U niversity W inston-Salem 6:00 PM

S eptem ber 27 S. C. State U niversity W inston-Salem 6:00 PM

O ctober 4 H o w ard  U niversity W inston-Salem 6:00 PM

O ctober 11 Florida A&M U niversity T allahassee, FL 6:00 PM

O ctober 18 O pen  Date N /A N /A

O ctober 25 Bethune C ookm an 
H om ecom ing

W inston-Salem 2:00 PM

N ovem ber 1 H am p to n  University H a m p to n , VA 1:00 PM

N ovem ber 8 D elaw are State University D o v e r , DE 1:00 PM

N ovem ber 15 N. C. Central University D urham 1:00 PM

N ovem ber 22 N orfolk State U niversity W inston-Salem 1:30 PM
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Bowman Gray Fieldhouse

E ugene and  W ilma Weeks, and  John and  
Edna Sigers each donated  $5,500 for the 
technology u p g ra d e  w hile  W illiam and 
Juanita  B ow m an Tatum  dona ted  $1,000 for 
the initiative.

grace period after g raduation  in which 
they are still covered by D illard 's in su r 
ance. S tuden ts  covered u n d e r  Koster's 
S tuden t A ccident and  Sickness Insurance 
P lan are eligible to continue coverage 
u n d e r  a separate  C on tinuation  Plan. A 
s tu d e n t can enroll in this C on tinuation  
Plan p rio r  to g radua tion .

A su rvey  of U.S. insurance consum ers 
by the N ational A ssociation of Insurance 
C om m issioners (NAIC) ind icated  nearly 
a fifth of young  singles w o u ld  go w ith 
ou t hea lth  insu rance to save money.

"It is vital for recent g rad u a tes  to 
rem em ber tha t forgoing hea lth  in su r 
ance is a dan g e ro u s  decision," said 
D oug O m m en, d irector of the M issouri 
D ep a rtm en t of Insurance, Financial 
Institu tions & Professional Registration. 
"P urchas ing  hea lth  insurance prov ides 
financial security  and  peace of m ind  to 
g rad u a tes  as they m ake life-altering 
changes an d  responsib le transitions into 
adu lthood ."

If a s tu d e n t is unab le  to m eet any  of 
the qualifications for the insurance 
op tions s ta ted  earlier in this article, they 
m ay  app ly  for a short- te rm  plan. Short
te rm  policies are generally  good  for six 
m o n ths  to a year. You have  to reapp ly  
for coverage each tim e y ou r  policy 
expires, m ean ing  you m u s t be hea lthy  
eno u g h  to qualify.

■ Howe Games at Bowman Gray Stadium noted RED FO NT  

' Game times subject to change

Some sta tes are ex tend ing  coverage 
b ey o n d  g rad u a tio n . C olorado,
D elaw are, M assachusetts , N ew  Jersey, 
N ew  Mexico, R hode  Island, and  U tah  
have  such  law s in w hich  they allow  a 
s tu d e n t  to stay  on their p a re n ts  in su r 
ance after g radua tion . Some law s 
requ ire  ad u l t  ch ild ren  to live w ith  their 
p a re n ts  or to be  u n m a rr ie d  in o rd e r  to 
rem ain  on  a paren t 's  policy. O thers 
allow  in su re rs  to charge a h igher p re 
m iu m  for the add itiona l coverage.

In the  first half of 2006, nearly  35 p e r 
cent of 19- to 24-year-olds w ere  w ith o u t 
hea lth  insurance, accord ing  to a June 
2007 rep o r t from  the A gency for 
H ealthcare  Research and  Quality.

"M y concern  is tha t I 've alw ays been 
lucky and  b lessed  to have  hea lth  in su r 
ance," said  Franklin  Brown, a senior 
physical th e rap y  major. "But it's going 
to be really h a rd  to pay  for it by  m yself 
because it's d ifficult to find  a job that 
offers hea lth  insu rance  benefits any 
m ore."

Some s tu d e n ts  at D illard  are no t con
cerned  abou t in su rance  after g rada tion . 
Some s tu d e n ts  have p u t  m ore  focus into 
to pass ing  classes an d  g radua ting .

"I am  no t w orr ied  abou t m edical 
in su rance  post g radua tion . I am  just t ry 
ing to focus on w h a t is im p o rta n t  to m e 
presently . I will get insu rance  b u t no, it 
is n o t  a priority," said  Jona than  Bryant, 
a sen ior b io logy  major.
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