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Jackson: HBCU students changed the world
Stephanie Douthit
N e w s  E d it o r _____________________

As p art of the installation 
of Chancellor D onald  J. 
Reaves, Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
one of America's forem ost 
political and  civil rights 
leaders, h ighlighted  the s tu 
den t forum  on  A pril 10 in 
K.R. W illiams A uditorium . 
The W inston-Salem State 
U niversity S tudent 
G overnm ent A ssociation 
sponsored  the event.

The topic, "The Role and 
Relevance of H istorically 
Black Colleges Yesterday 
and  Today," m ade  a signifi
cant im pact on the WSSU 
crowd.

Rev. Jackson and  other 
distinguished  panelists 
em phasized  the im pact 
HBCUs and  its s tudents 
have had  on A m erican soci
ety, as well as the influence 
it m ay  have in the future.

"HBCU students are 
changing the w orld  and 
these institu tions have 
helped  m ake the A m erica of 
ou r dream s," Jackson said.

"Be true to your calling," 
he said. "HBCUs produce 
bridges of h ope and  possi
bility. HBCUs are cultural 
assets to h igher education in 
America, and  those w ho 
a ttend  these institutions 
m ust fight back and  not 
becom e 'statistics.'"

Jackson expressed tha t 
p redom inan tly  w hite  insti
tutions boast the adm ission 
statistics of black students, 
versus the g radua tion  statis
tics of HBCUs.

"M arch M adness turns 
into M ay Sadness," Jackson 
said. A ccording to Jackson, 
black s tuden ts  typically 
a ttend  p redom inate ly  w hite 
institu tions because of 
sports or because of the 
"nam e." After all of the 
hype of the sports and  other

Jackson emphasized the importance of HBCUs in American society.
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accolades, typically these 
s tuden ts  fail to g radua te  or 
they are no t able to do  qual
ity w ork  after graduation.

"Strong m inds break 
strong chains," Jackson 
repeatedly  told students.
H e told the audience HBCU 
institutions also provide 
ind iv iduals w ith  a sense of 
w ork ethic, trustw orth iness, 
honesty, scientific objectiv
ity, and  pu rpose  that "wakes

you up in the morning." He 
emphasized oontinuously building 
the black universities and the 0 3m- 
munity.

The advice Jackson gives 
to the black community, 
especially at HBCUs, is to 
register to vote, stop  the 
killings, stop  the self- 
destruction  of drinking, 
sm oking, degrad ing  each 
other, and  to have a passion 
for education.

Jackson's w ords seem ed to 
resonate w ith  the 1,100 peo 
ple in attendance. Senior 
Jeanette Wallace said 
Jackson has always been 
som eone she w anted  to hear 
speak, and felt the speech 
w as great.

"I loved the fact that he 
em phasized the black com 
munity," she said. "Uplifting 
one another instead of 
bringing ourselves dow n."

Reaves: There have been challenges, suprises
Larry Williams
STAFF REPORTER

On Friday A pril 11, W inston-Salem State U niversity held 
the formal installation cerem ony of Chancellor D onald 
Julian Reaves. The cerem ony took place at the M.C. Benton 
Jr. Convention Center in dow n to w n  W inston-Salem.

A well-traveled m an. Dr. Reaves has spent the majority of 
his adu lt life w ork ing  at colleges and  universities. H e brings 
a vast am ount of experience to the job as chancellor of 

WSSU.
Reaves w as elected chancellor at WSSU in February  2007 

by the Board of G overnors of the U niversity of N orth  
Carolina System and started  his duties as Chancellor on 
A ugust 16, 2007. O n Tuesday April 7, The N ew s A rgus dis
cussed variety of topics w ith  him . H ere is a transcrip t of a 
portion  of the interview:

Argus: You were elected over a year ago and assumed  
your duties on August 16, 2007. H ow  has the transition 

progressed?
Reaves: The transition  has been going pretty  well so far. 

Things started  slowly, b u t I've been trying to get the right 
people in place and filling jobs. There have been  challenges 

just like any place.

Argus: What has impressed and/or surprised you about 
W SSU since you have been on the job?

Reaves: The quality  of the cam pus facilities, especially 
the residence halls, really surprised  me.

Argus: What are som e of the aspects you've been focus
ing on since taking over as chancellor?

Reaves: G etting to know  the s tudents and  faculty, b u t it s 
hard  w ith  the s tuden ts  because of the g radua tion  turnover.

Argus: You've had careers as a C.F.O., vice president and 
executive vice president. H ow did those experiences help
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Reaves is the 12th chancellor of Winston-Salem State.

prepare for your current position?
Reaves: Those jobs prov ided  m e w ith  an experience base. 

I like to call it "old w ine in a new  bottle." 1 tried to take 
som ething from all m y past experiences even as a faculty 
m em ber at N ortheastern  University.
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Summer 
gas prices
The government says U.S. 
drivers will pay about $3.54 for 
a gallon of regular this summer.
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The News Argus Poll
C urren t Q uestion  at thenew sargus.com
Do You Find O pen C am pus Profanity  Offensive?

Red-Yes
-No

Blue-Not Sure

This The N ew s A rgus poll is not scientific and reflects 
the opinions of only those Internet users who have chosen 
to participate. The results cannot be assumed to represent 
the opinions of Internet users in general, nor the public as 
a whole.
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