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Rams open season with back-to-back losses
By Steven J. Gaither
S p o r t s  E d it o r

S tarting  the 2008 season  by losing 

b ac k - to -b a ck  g a m e s  to tw o  of the 

Football C h a m p io n sh ip  S ubd iv ison 's  

(Division I-AA) w o rs t  p ro g ra m s is no t 

w h a t  WSSU h e a d  coach K erm it B lount 

had  in m ind.
The R am s scored just 22 po in ts  in 

their  first gam es  and  cam e u p  sho r t in 

losses aga inst N.C. A&T (14-8) and  
S avannah  State (16-13). D espite  the 

slow  start, B lount rem ains  optimistic.

"W e're 0-2 and  could very  easily  be 

2-0/' he  said. I 'm  go ing  to take every  

negative  and  tu rn  it into a positive. I 

believe in do ing  tha t and  th a t 's  the 

w ay  o u r  football team  has  to go."
M uch  of the R am s' p rob lem s can 

likely be a t tr ibu ted  to youth .
G one from  last y e a r 's  team  is cu r ­

ren t Tennessee Titans defensive  en d  

W illiam H ayes, as well as offensive 
m a ins tay  Jed Bines an d  quar te rb ack  

M onte  Purvis.
Prior to the  s ta rt of the  season, red- 

sh ir t  f reshm an  Tienne Jefferson w as  

tabbed  to replace P u rv is  over  redsh ir t 

jun ior  Jarrett D unston . H ow ever, in 

b o th  of the R am s' first tw o  gam es, 

D u n s to n  h as  rep laced  Jefferson in the 

second  half.
D u n s to n  led the R am s d ow nfie ld  on

the  te a m 's  final possession  in  b o th  

gam es, only  to com e u p  short. Still, 

B lount said tha t there will be no q u a r ­

te rback  controversy.
"W e're  looking for edges, a n d  w e 're  

look ing  for w ay s  to ju m p s ta r t  o u r  

team ," he said.
"It just so h a p p e n s  tha t w e  gave 

Jarrett the o p p o r tu n ity  to play, an d  w e 

w ere  able to p u sh  to football d o w n  the 

field an d  score.
"W e're gonna  play w h o  w e  feel is 

ready  tha t w eek  to play, the guy  that 

gives us the bes t o p p o r tu n ity  to w in."

O n e  of the few offensive b righ t spo ts  

on the offensive side of the ball has 

been  redsh ir t- f reshm an  ru n n in g  back 

N ic Cooper. A  w eek  after tak ing  his 

first college handoff, the 6-foot, 230- 
p o u n d  ru n n in g  back  from  C lin ton , 

N.C. m a d e  his h o m e  d e b u t  by  ru sh ing  

for 144 y a rd s  an d  tw o  to u chdow ns .
C ooper  said h e  w as  h a p p y  to  get 

back  on the  field after sitting o u t last 

year  b u t  ad m its  tha t the team  h as  a lot 

of w o rk  ah ead  of them.
"I k n o w  tha t w e 're  a better  team  

than  w h a t  peop le  p re su m e  w e  are an d  

w h a t  w e 'v e  s h o w n  on th e  field ," 

C o o p e r  said.
"It 's  all abou t us com ing together, lis­

tening to coach and  do ing  w hatever  he 

says do."
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Running back Nic Cooper escapes the grasp of a Savannah State 
defender. Cooper ran for 144 yards in the Rams’ 16-13 loss.

WSSU Rams Football 2008 Schedule
D ate O p p o n en t Site Tim e

Sept, 6 N o rth  C arolina A&T G reensboro, N.C. 6 p.m.

Sept. 13 SAVANNAH STATE HOME 6 p.m

Sept. 20 M O R G A N  STATE HOME 6 p.m.

Sept. 27 SOUTH  CAROLINA STATE HOME 6 p.m.

Oct. 4 HOW ARD HOME 6 p.m.

Oct. 9 F lorida A&M 
T elevised  on E S P N U

Tallahassee, Fla. 6 p.m .

Oct. 25 BETHUNE-COOKM AN
H om ecom ing

HOME 2 p.m

Nov. 1 H a m p to n H am pton , VA. 2 p.m.

Nov. 8 D elaw are  State Dover, Del. 1p.m.

Nov. 15 N o rth  C arolina Central D u rh am 1:30 p.m.

Nov. 22 NORFOLK STATE HOME 1:30 p.m.

Volleyball Match 
vs.

Wofford College

Home games at Bowman Gray Stadium

Gaines Center 
Sept. 24 at 7 p.m.
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