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First time since 1976

Forsyth County votes Democrat
Gas conservation needed 
regardless of lower prices

The 2008 presidentia l election w as a historic 

event an d  one that the state of N orth  Carolina 

for the first time since 1976, voted  for a 

D em ocrat for the presidency of the United 

States.

Before Democratic President N om inee 

Barack O bam a carried the state in N ovem ber 's  

election, Jim m y Carter w as the last Democratic 

nom inee to get the nod, eight term s ago.

According to the Forsyth C ounty  Democratic 

Party, the county  su p p o rted  Republican 

G eorge W. Bush in bo th  2000 and 2004.

In 2008, O bam a carried the state, and  of the 

100 counties in N orth  Carolina, Forsyth 

C ounty  w as one of his supporters.
M any young  voters and  black voters m ade 

the difference this election. O bam a did not 

cam paign  at W inston-Salem State; how ever his 

wife appeared  in April.

W inston-Salem State U niversity  has both  

black and  you n g  voters.

Senior Byron Williams w as a first time voter 

in this election. Williams p roud ly  adm itted  

that he vo ted  for O bama.

"I vo ted  for O bam a because he just m ade 

m ore sense to m e than  M cCain did. O bam a 

really talked to the people. I th ink  the s tu ­

den ts  on our cam pus p layed  a big pa r t in the 

results, " Williams said.
"A lot of people cam e ou t and  supported , 

especially w ith  the early voting."

Williams w as an  early voter at the A lbert H.

A nderson  Center on  cam pus.
The im pact of these first-time voters changed 

the county vote tally. There w ere also some 
voters w ho  w ere form er supporte rs  of the 
Bush A dm inistra tion  [in bo th  elections], w ho 
voted for Obama.

"I just lost all faith in the Republican Party," 
said D ana Alston, a W inston-Salem resident.

"There are several things that changed m y 
perspective w hen  I w en t to vote this time 
around . If M cCain gets in there, then it's going 
to be m uch of the same. I cannot afford that.
I 'm  ready for change, and  I think, no  1 know  
that O bam a is going to b ring  about that 

change."
Some of the things that changed her m ind  

w ere the state of the economy, healthcare con­
cerns, and  foreign policy.

"I've been a Republican voter m ost of m y 
life, and  the second time I vo ted  for Bush I w as 
on the fence," Alston said.

"1 voted for him  because he d id  a good job 
hand ling  adversity  after the 9/11 tragedy, and 
I though t that it w as going to get a lot better 
before it got worse. But the opposite  h a p ­
pened. I w an t the troops hom e, and  I think it's 

terrible that so m any  people, regardless of 
their race, people period, keep losing their 
hom es and  jobs. I think O bam a can stop the 
bleed ing  a lot faster than  M cCain can."

By LaTasha Miles 
Contributing Reporter

After two-game 
winning streak

My recent op-ed, published  

in Nov. 4 issue, explained m y 

reasons w h y  the W inston- 
Salem State football team  
w ou ld  no t w in  another game. 

At that time the Rams w ere 

la n d  5.
Included in m y piece, I 

stated head  coach Kermit 
Blount w o u ld  not receive the 

w ins necessary to have the 
m ost w ins in WSSU football 

history.
My bad.
Im m ediately  after m y  article 

w as published, the Rams 
started a tw o-gam e w inning 
streak against tw o very  form i­

dable opponents.
Nov. 1 the Rams defeated 

H am p to n  U niversity  35-30.

Nov. 8 the Rams beat 
defending  conference cham pi­
ons D elaw are State U niversity  

27-26. Prior to their gam e 
against the Rams, D elaw are 
w as ranked  in the top 30 in the 
Football C ham pionsh ip  
Subdivision (formerly 

D ivision 1-AA).
Both of these w ins came on

Ram fan ‘ready to 
binge on humble pie’

the road du r in g  significant 

games.
We bea t H am p to n  at their 

hom ecom ing.
The Rams defeated  the 

D elaw are H ornets  in their 
final hom e gam e of their sea­

son.
The Rams p layed  a spoiler 

in each of these gam es and 
have a great chance to w in 
their rem aining two gam es of 

the season.
I'm  no t going to give you 

five reasons w hy  the Rams 
will w in  their rem aining two 
games, b u t  I will po in t ou t the 

obvious reasons.
The Rams are on the road 

again against the Eagles of 
N orth  Carolina Central 

University.
This gam e has becom e 

alm ost a b lood  feud in the past 

years w ith  each team  holding 
their g round  in a 21 to 20 w in  
loss record in favor of the 
Rams. The Rams defeated  the 
Eagles 35 to 10 last season.

The Eagles are having a hor­

rible season only w inn ing  two

UWIRE- W hile the decrease 
in oil prices is no t purely  
based  on a low er d em an d  for 

crude oil, it does p lay  a part.
As d em an d  goes dow n, 

there is a larger supply. W ith a 
larger supply, the price goes 
dow n.

With peoples ' wallets 
stretching as $4 p er  gallon 
seem ed im m inent, the drop  
has probably  been a w elcom e 

relief.
But w h en  the price is low, 

people becom e m ore com fort­
able falling into old habits.

W hether it 's stocking u p  on 

gasoline in case the price sky­
rockets or being m ore casual 
about how  m uch one drives, 
people a ren 't  as conscious of 
h o w  m uch they purchase or 
use.

W hile it 's obvious that peo ­
p le 's  d riv ing  habits have 
changed.

Some predic t gas prices will

d rop  to below  $3, b u t  h o p e ­
fully that will no t deter people 
from purchasing  sm aller cars, 
d em an d in g  m ore fuel effi­
ciency and  seeking alternative 
m odes of transporta tion  w h en  
available.

G reenhouse gases m ight not 
be an  incentive to change 
driv ing  habits for everyone, 
b u t  m oney  definitely is.

For the sake of the env iron ­
ment, people ough t to con­
tinue decreasing their d em an d  
and  use of gasoline.

H istory exists so people can 
learn from their mistakes, and 
relying on SUVs and  cheap 
gasoline for all ou r  needs w as 
not the w isest decision.

Let's decide w h a t 's  best for 
us  and let the m arke t feel the 
effects, rather than  rely on 
w h a t the m arket dictates to us.

By Cathy Wilson 
The Post, Ohio U.

gam es this season against 
N orth  Carolina A&T, and  little 
know n  HBCU, E dw ard  Waters 
College in Florida.

O ur  last gam e is against the 
Spartans of N orfolk State 
University.

They are 4-6 on the season 
and  have lost all b u t  one gam e 
on the road this year w ith  that 
victory com ing against the 
Bison of H ow ard  University.

The Rams have no t lost at 
hom e against the Spartans 
since 1975 w hich w as the year 
before coaching great William 
"Bill" H ayes took over for the 
ailing Rams.

With the Ram s looking to 
finish the season on  a h igh 
note and  a 5-6 record I w ou ld  
feel remiss by  no t apologizing 

to m y Rams.
W hen the final w histle 

b low s I will be seated, napk in  
in lap, fork an d  knife in m y 

h an d s  ready  to b inge on  m y 
heap ing  help ing  of hum ble  pie 
and  crow.

By Sharrod Patterson

Contributing Reporter
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