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Rebellious fashion is recycled through decades

results
IfWSSUwereto 

adopt a dress code, 
which clothing 

options 
should be 

considered?

No bare feet, 
Ijajamas, sagging 

pants in public and 
orWSSU 

sponsored events
*3%

No caps, do-rags 
hoods in 

classrooms, the 
library, Ram Shack« 

the cafeteria
5%

Faculty and staff 
should dress 

professionally - no 
jeans or tee shirts 

1%

All of the above

4S%
Forget a dress 
code. This is a 

public
Universilyf

X6%

To participate 
in the poll, 

register online at 
thenewsargus.com

MARCUS
CUNNINGHAM
C o p y  D e s k  C h ie f

I am  a 22- 
year-old black 
male. My hair 
is locked. I 
w ear earrings, 

a goatee, 
sneakers and 
low riding 
pants. Some of 
m y peers don 
sim ilar styles 

of dress. We m ay tu rn  heads, 
b u t our approaches to fashion 
reflect the styles w orn  by our 
ow n critics — teachers, bosses, 
and yes our parents "back in 
the day." O ur fashion state
m ents are nothing m ore than 
recycled styles from decades 

ago.
In the 1950's the so-called 

rebellious you th  w ore tight 
jeans, black leather jackets 
w ith tu rned  u p  collars, and 
w ore a hair cut know n as the 
"ducktail" -  m en  w ould  
grease their hair to m ake it 
point upw ards. Some of the 
m ore m ature m en  during  that 
time, preferred to w ear crew 
cuts, pullover sweaters, dress 
slacks and penny  loafers.

The 1960's paved  the w ay

Op-Ed

for m any m en to w ear their 
long hair (sometimes covering 
their eyes). In response,
African A m ericans also wore 
their hair long and  bushy 
(afros and  naturals). The 
clothing options in troduced 
included bell-bottoms, tie-dye, 
skinny jeans, platform  shoes 
and of course mini-skirts.

The defiant punk  and disco 

styles of the 
1970's featured 
w om en w ear
ing shorter 
hairstyles.
Popular culture icons such as 
the Sex Pistols em braced p u n k  
styles like torn denim , nose 
piercing, dyed  hair, M ohaw ks 
and stressed leather.

In the 1980's m en felt com 
fortable w earing 5 o'clock 
shadow s, earrings, suit jackets 
w ith  casual t-shirts undernea th  

and  loafers. Socks were 
optional. M adonna pushed  
boundaries w earing short 
skirts, fishnet stockings and 
leggings. Teenage girls and 
young  w om en im itate her style 

to this day. A nd you can 
believe tha t M adonna 's  contro

versial style w as no creation of 
her own; w ho  once said she 
w as influenced by  M arilyn 
M onroe, N ancy Sinatra [These 
Boots Are M ade for Walkin 
song], and  The Supremes.

Michael Jackson w ore tight 
pants, w hite  socks, leather avi
ator jackets and  sunglasses day 
and  night. M en and w om en 
are still sporting  the "Thriller" 

look.
A pair of sneak

ers like Air Jordan 
's  once banned  in 
the NBA have 

becom e a fashion accessory for 

both  sexes.
Skateboarding itself has a 

rebellious undertone, and  p o p 
ular skaters such as Terry 
Kennedy, Paul R odriguez and 
Ryan Sheckler are often seen 
w earing  baseball caps and  slim 
fitting low riding pants.

As of late, locks have 
becom e a p o p u la r  hairstyle. 
Locks are w orn  across a w ide 
spectrum  of people from hip- 
hop  singer Lil W ayne to base
ball p layer M anny Ram irez 
and  m any NFL players.

P erhaps m y hair  has been

inspired  by Bob M arley or 
m aybe even the Beatles.

M aybe I w ear earrings 
because of their popularity  in 
the 70's that accom panied the 
pu n k  m ovem ent and  becam e 
m ainstream  during  the 80's.

O r m aybe I like to "sag" 
because of its popularity  
am ong skateboard and 90's 
h ip-hop  culture. Or I like 
N ike 's because Jordan w ore 
them. Or A didas because Run
D.M.C. said it w as ok to w ear 

"M y A didas."
The fashion trends of every 

generation  are un ique and p ro 
v ide an insight of that time. If 
w e w ere to restrict dress, we 
w ou ld  erase our generation 's 
ind iv iduality  and  ultim ately 

our legacy.
My poin t is this: Some of us 

m ay have to renounce our 
attire and replace it w ith a 
dress shirt and tie. But that 
does not m ean  w e should 
dow nplay  their significance in 
our culture because w hen  it 
com es to fashion and  style we 
all have m ore rebellious simi
larities than  w e think.

Letters to the Editor A gallery trip to remember

Reader says RAMble Online, 
dress code good ideas for WSSU
I like the idea of this [about 

a dress code at WSSU] poll 
because the fact tha t this is a 

public un iversity  has 
absolutely  no th ing  to do  w ith  

a dress code. O u r s tudents 
are asp iring  to becom e full- 
f ledged adu lts  and  are p repar 

ing  for their chosen careers.
Therefore, the s tuden ts  

shou ld  m irror those asp ira 

tions. The faculty and  staff, 
w ho  do no t p resen tly  dress in

business and  business casual 

attire, shou ld  im prove their 

"dress" as well!
By the way, the concept of 

hav ing  an online poll for 
w hatever question(s) is a 

great idea!

Vicki S. Miller 
Reference & Collection 
Development Librarian

C. G. O ’Kelly Library

Way to go News Argus
The hom ecom ing  issue of 

The News Argus w as aw e
some! From  the front page to 

the back page, the A rgus 
show s tha t WSSU has a lot of 

ta len ted  artists.
The A rgus show s that even 

a sm aller paper (size and  cir

culation) can be packed  full of 
eye-catching graphics and 
valuable inform ation.

Keep u p  the good work!

Sharrod Patterson 

Senior, History Major

I grew  u p  in  a hom e tha t 
h oused  our family, an d  the 
"room ." The m agical space I 
dared  n o t en ter w ithou t pe r 
mission. I knew  no t to touch 
anyth ing  un less specifically 

asked to do so. M y voice 
becam e softer w hen  I entered  
the room, and  u p o n  exiting I 
w as am azed  tha t I found  m ore 

beau ty  than  I rem em bered 
from the tim e before. At 
W inston-Salem State w e have 
a magical room, D iggs Gallery. 

W hile it is m uch  larger and  
less com fortably furnished, it 

has the sam e respect-com- 
m and ing  aura  tha t I rem em ber 
from tha t "room " in m y child 

hood.
I am  a s tu d en t in Ms. A lthea 

B radford 's  class an  instructor 

in the English an d  Foreign 
L anguage D epartm ent.
M s.Bradford took u s  to the 
gallery. She w an ted  us to gain 
exposure to the gallery and  to 
review  the w orks  of C harles 
Searles, and  Mrs. D ara Silver.

The Visitor Services and  
Installation M anager, advised  
u s of the ru les,w hich  were 
rem iniscent of the ones from 
m y childhood. M y classm ates 

and  I v iew ed  the w orks of 
Searles w hich  w ere com prised 
of p ain tings and  sculptures. 
A ccording to Mrs. Silver, the 
exhibition w as extrem ely well 
received. She said  visitors 
enjoyed the colors an d  variety. 
M ore than  1,000 peop le  visited 

the exhibit to view  a show ing  
called "C harles Searles: 
U niversal Reflections of Color 
and  Rhythm : A Retrospective 

Exposition.."
M ake a po in t of find ing  the 

"m agical room " on  o u r  cam 
pus, and  see if there are not 
reflections of y o u r life d is 

p layed  th ro u g h  art.

Evelyn Anderson Freeman 

Freshman, Psychology and 
justice Studies

To read the entire report go to 

wurw. thenewsargus.com
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