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Study abroad can prepare students for their careers

BRITTANI
PARKER
R e p o r t e r

Chile

Greece

W ould you  like to 
spend  a sem ester s tudy 

ing abroad?
Each year Winston- 

Salem State sends s tu 
den ts to study  abroad. 
Candace Kelly Grace 
Sturdivant, and Jennifer 
Paige all traveled  abroad.

Kelly, senior, e lem en
tary education  major, 

from Leland, N.C., traveled to Chile for 
tw o w eeks th rough  the M aym ester p ro 
gram. While there, Kelly visited artist 
Pablo N eruda 's  house, poet Cabriela 
M istral's burial site and the presiden t's  

house.
Kelly said her favorite d ish  w as the 

ham  and  cheese em panada, a stuffed pas 
try. Kelly stayed in a five-star hotel, b u t a 

highlight of her trip w as w hen  she 
a ttended  an  interactive d inner show  and 
w as pu lled  on stage to dance w ith  the 

actors.
Kelly said her experience abroad will 

assist her in the classroom w hen  she 

interacts w ith  Latino students.
"I 'm  m ore com fortable w ith  my 

Spanish, and  I can use m y  experiences 
from Chile to relate to m y students."

Sturdivant, junior, exercise science 
major from Burlington, N.C. s tud ied  in 

Wollongong, Australia.
She visited the State Capitol, the War 

mem orial, historical m useum s, and  an 

opera house.
S turd ivant's  g roup  also w en t on excur

sions to Sydney and N ew  Zealand and  

lived in several hostels.
"It w asn 't  like the hostels from the hor

ror movie "Hostel." For the m ost part, 

they w ere all nice places," she said.
S turd ivan t said she h ad  to ad ap t to the 

cultural differences.
"H ard ly  anyone used  the term  'excuse 

m e.' It w as com m on for people to b u m p  

into you and  just keep w alking."
W hile in Australia, S turd ivan t acquired 

a taste for kangaroo burgers, w hich she 
says tastes like steak. She also ate a lot at 

O utback Steakhouse.
S turd ivant said her experience will help 

her w hen  she becom es a physical thera 

pist.
Paige, senior, biology pre-m ed major, 

from Florence, S.C., spen t a sem ester at 
sea. She visited n ine countries: Canada, 
Spain, Italy, Greece, Croatia, Bulgaria, 

Turkey, Egypt and  Morocco.

Paige said she visited the Titantic 
m useum , the Sistine Chapel, the S tatue of 
David, the P arthenon  and  Greek Islands, 

Florence, Cairo, m osques and  pyram ids 
and  w en t on  an Egyptian  safari.

"The m ost interesting th ing I d id  w hile 

1 w as abroad w as w hen  1 rode a camel in 
Egypt." Paige tried a variety  of cuisine 
includ ing  shark  and  bull cheek.

Paige lived on  the ship  for the majority 

of the trip. D uring  her excursions in the 
cities, she w en t parasailing  and  jet skiing.

Paige said w hen  she becom es a physi
cian she will have a variety  of patients.

"This experience will help m e have a 
better connection w ith  them  and  to be 

culturally  aw are," she said.
"Overall, I 'm  a better person  because I 

w as able to let go of stereotypes. We are 
no t that different from  people around  the 

w orld ."
According to the Office of In ternational 

Program s, som e of the m ost popu la r  
places to study  abroad include Africa 
(South Africa, G hana, Nigeria), Europe 
(France, Spain), and  A sia (China, Korea, 
Japan). A pproxim ately  20-25 WSSU s tu 

den ts  travel abroad d u r in g  the fall, 

spring, and  su m m e r

p le te  for o n e .
TVve a lu m n i g a v e  R e a v e s  a gra d e  o f F for tVve first 

priority listed: "Im proving Retention and  G raduation  

Rates."
D uring an in terview  w ith  The News Argus, Bruinton 

said that w ith  all the things going on  today a s tuden t 
g radua ting  w ith in  four years is no t a lw ays obtainable.

"It is im portan t for the University  to keep track of 
s tu d en ts  g rad u a tin g  w ith in  four years, b u t they 
should  really focus on g radua tion  rates for those s tu 
den ts  w ho  g radua te  w ith in  six years," B ruinton said. 
"U NC-CH, NC State and  N C A&T all p u t  more 
em phasis  on  the six-year g radua tion  rate."

"Som etim es classes are only offered in the fall 
semester, and  if you  are a s tu d en t w ith  a sp ring  g rad 
uation  your g radua tion  date m ay  be changed  because 

of class availability."
Reaves said g radua tion  rates are m easures of the 

percen tag e  of s tu d e n ts  w h o  g ra d u a te  from  the 

University  w ith in  four or six years.
"I have only been  here tw o years," Reaves said. "It's 

im possible for m e to have a class u n d e r  m e that w e 

have b egun  to m easure.

The first class I adm itted  w as fall 2008. M y first 
fou r-year  g r a d u a t io n  rate will be  in  2012, a n d  2014 for 
six years. I can 't be held  accountable for the g rad u a 
tion rate."

Reaves said all this is abou t Division I athletics.
H e said people w ho  are u n h ap p y  w ith  the decision 

to m ove back to D ivision II protest about the decision, 
conjure u p  all sorts of things, and  attack the process.

"T here  w as  no  p rob lem  w ith  the A lum ni 
Association before that decision w as m ade," Reaves 
said.

Bruinton said there is still time for change w h en  it 
com es to the Division II decision.

"The Division II decision will not be finalized until 
the com m ittee comes in A pril," Bruinton said.

"There is still som eth ing  that can be done."
The a lum ni gave Reaves an  F for his ability to 

increase fundraising.
Reaves said, "Last year in a econom ic recession our 

fundra ising  total w as only d o w n  I believe four per 
cent, w hich I believe w as the best perform ance of all 
the  U N C -system s. "It 's  in teresting  they  [alum ni] 
w ou ld  raise the issue of fundraising."

Reaves continued  to explain a lum ni fundra ising  for 

athletics.
"The transition  to Division 1 is in its fifth year," he 

said.
"O ver that tim e period  the total raised for athletics 

is $942,000. Of that total only $300,000 has com e from 
alum ni, w hich  is to say the a lum ni d id  no t support 
the athletic program . It's  as sim ple as that," he added .

"T hat's  an  average of $60,000 a y e a r  There are 
som e alum ni w ho  are generous and  su p p o rt this 
University, b u t  if you  w an t this th ing  so badly  you 
have to step up, and  you  have to pay  for it, and  that 

w as no t done."
Bruinton said w h en  the a lum ni try to im plem ent 

fundra ising  initiatives they are m et w ith  opposition.
"The school will no t release iriform ation from  the 

U niversity  databases that has the year the alum ni 
graduated , their pe rm an en t address, phone num bers 
and  e-mail.

"The U niversity  sa id  they see the a lum ni as com pe
tition, w hich  does no t m ake sense w h en  all the m oney 
raised is going to the sam e place," B ruinton said.
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Tips to keep it 'fly' without breaking the bank
Bridget N. Armstrong
C o n t r ib u t in g  R e p o r t e r

Let's face it. As college students 
m ost of us have not achieved "throw  it 
in the bag" status, and for financially 
fettered fashionistas achieving and 
retaining the look can be a daunting  
task w hen  faced w ith  a limited budget.

Two Trends To Watch

Knee and  Thigh H igh Boots; Sister to 
the always fashionable calve h igh boot 
and cousin to the chic ankle boot, these 
fashionably loud footw ear have been 
m aking appearances on the runw ay 
and on the legs of our favorite celebri
ties for the past few m onths. They can 
be yours w ithou t spending  an entire 
refund check. They are extremely ver
satile and can be w orn w ith  leggings, 
jeans and dresses. N ot only do  they

keep your legs w arm  during  those 
cold w inter m onths, they also add 
spice to your wardrobe.

Military, Leather, Boyfriend Jackets 

These jackets have been on the scene 
since sum m er and  have been donned  
in m any different ways. The military 
jacket is m eant to stun, best w orn  w ith  
killer jeans or leggings and heels to die 
for; while the leather jacket is typically 
w orn  w ith  more everyday attire. The 
boyfriend jacket can be w orn  w ith 
anything from business casual attire, 
to a n ight on  the town.

Oldies But Goodies 

Skinny Jeans: Most of us have now  
discovered the w onders  of a good pair 
of skinny jeans. This trend has been 
around  for a w hile and is not going 
anyw here anytim e soon. The great 
part is a pair can cost you as low as 

$20 .

Tights-. N ot only do they keep you 
w arm  and  come cheap, they can add  a 
layer of p izzazz to a plain dress or 

tunic.
Cardigans: A dding  a cardigan to a 

pair of jeans and  a shirt or a relatively 
thin dress can help one achieve a very 
p u t together look. Also, you don 't 
have to pack those sum m er shirts up  
yet. Wearing a cardigan over a more 
sum m er them ed shirt brings your 
sum m er pieces into the fall.

Accessorize Accessorize Accessorize
This is possibly the m ost im portant 

tip. The difference betw een a great 
outfit and  a m ediocre one is acces
sories. The accessories are w hat makes 
an outfit s tandout and can sometim es 
be w hat makes the outfit. Invest in 
great staple accessories that can be 
w orn  w ith m any outfits and just wait 
for the compliments.

Most Importantly of All...
Choosing the right colors; Invest in 

neutral colors w hen  purchasing tops 
and bottoms. Save color for eye-catch
ing accessories and unique pieces that 
will add  flavor to your wardrobe.

Utilize the local thrift store. Thrift 
stores can offer unique vintage pieces 
at extremely low costs.

As history and fashion always repeat 
itself, it is not uncom m on to find 
trendy items at the thrift store. You can 
be sure that your find will have char
acter w ithou t costing a fortune.

Remain vigilant of personal style 
w hen  following trends. If one is not 
careful following trends can lead to a 
lack of individual fashion identity. 
Infuse trends w ith  staple pieces and 
rem em ber if it does not suit you, don 't 
w ear it just because its "in."


