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Sebrina Brunson gives MEAC officiating a ‘woman’s touch’
LaTasha Miles
S p o r t s  E d it o r

The M id-Eastern Athletic 

Conference has s tepped  aw ay 

from hav ing  the typical offi
cials w o rk  the sidelines du r in g  

football games.
Sebrina B runson is a full

time felony probation  officer 

in G w inett County, Ga, bu t 
every w eekend  she travels to 

officiate college football 

games.
She is originally from 

Florida and  resides in Georgia. 
Brunson is a g radua te  of 
Florida A tlantic U niversity  in 

Boca Raton.
Brunson w as the only 

female referee d u r ing  tw o of 
Winston-Salem State's hom e 

gam es earlier this season 
against N C A&T and  Florida 

A&M.
"Last year, I w as the first 

female to officiate a gam e in 

the SIAC [Southern 

Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference]," B runson said.

"This year, I w as given the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to w ork  a gam e 

in the SWAC [Southw estern  

Athletic Conference].
B runson  got into the officiat

ing  profession tKrougK her ex- 
husband , Jerome Philpart. It 

w as a w ay of spend ing  quality  
time w ith  him  and  their chil

dren. H er son also played

you th  football.
"M y officiating career 

sta rted  in you th  football and  

ex p an d ed  into h igh  school, 
sem i-pro an d  then  the colle

giate level," B runson said.
H er start cam e in 1996 w h en  

she began  officiating junior 

varsity  and  you th  level foot

ball games.
A fter a ttem pting  to officiate 

gam es on the varsity  level.

B runson finally convinced 

h igh  school officials to allow 
her to do  so three years later. 

Shortly after, she began  to 
come into her ow n and  devel

o ped  the craft of officiating.
In 2001, B runson a ttended  

football cam ps w ith  the 
M EAC and  SIAC.

She focused on the rules and 

m echanics of the gam e and  
said once she g rasped  the con

cepts, the m ore she liked it.
B runson m oved  u p  to a 

reserve official in 2006. She is 
n ow  a par t  of the regular offi

ciating crews w ith in  the

MEAC.
W hen  officiating, the feed

back she receives serves as the 
m ost interesting m om en ts  for 

Brunson.
"The look on  peop le 's  faces 

w h en  I show  u p  to officiate a

gam e all dolled up ,"  Brunson 
said in response to the specta

tors' reactions.
"A nd  they m ake the com 

ment, 'She 's  a girl.'"
In a recent in terview  w ith  

ncaafootball.fanhouse.com  

B runson said  that som etim es 

kids have called h er  sir. Then 
they change it to m a 'a m  once 

they find ou t she is female, 
bu t she said she is no t chal

lenged.
"As an official I am  accepted 

and  d o n 't  feel any th ing  differ

ent," B runson said.
"They treat m e like m e and  

still carry on as tho u g h  I am  

one of the guys.
"A nd  being a female official, 

I d o n 't  get treated like royalty, 

b u t  som etim es it is difficult 

try ing  to find a dressing room  
close to m y crew m em bers, 
b u t  o ther than  that, no thing 

m ore or less."
B runson said she aspires to 

officiate in the NFL, a league 

tha t has no  female referees.
"M ost people are no t fully 

aw are of the strides females in 
general are m ak ing  in this 

arena," B runson said.
"But I am  p ro u d  to be able 

to set exam ples for o ther 
y ou n g  African-A m erican 

females and  be a positive role 

m odel."

Above: Sebrina 
Brunson away from 
officiating.

Right: Brunson in uniform 
officiating a football game.

Photos courtesy of 
Sebrina Brunson

Chancellor Reaves chooses experienced Hayes as AD

Bill Hayes

LaTasha Miles
S p o r t s  E d ito r

After a n ine-m onth  search to fill the 

A th le tic  D irector posit ion  at W inston- 

Salem  State, C hancello r Reaves 

ann o u n ced  in late 
O ctober that form er 

WSSU h ea d  foo t
ball coach  Bill 

H ayes  w o u ld  
occupy the vacancy.

I am  very h ap p y  
ab o u t Bill com ing  
on as the 
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  
A th le tic  D irector," 

Reaves said.
"I am  looking  

fo rw ard  to hav ing  a good, solid w ork ing  
relationship w ith  him ."

H ayes has been associated w ith  college 

sports  for m ore than 36 years. A long w ith  
a form er football coach and  three-tim e 
CIAA C ham pion  at WSSU for 12 years 
until 1987, H ayes w en t on to serve as head  

coach at N C  A&T for 15 years.
H is ex perience  in  college a th letics 

e x p a n d e d  to A th le tic  D irec tor at NC 

Central for five years, and  m ost recently, 

he has held that sam e position at Florida 

A&M since January  2008.
"The Tallahassee Democrat" reported  that 

H ayes resigned from his post at FAMU 

Oct. 3. His last day  at FAMU is set for Dec. 

31.

H ayes will beg in  h is  tenure  as AD at 

WSSU Jan. 1, 2010.
"The p rim ary  factor [in h iring  Hayes] 

w as that he h ad  a lot of experience that 
w as directly related to the job," Reaves 

said.
"A long  the way, he has established a 

t rem endous  track record of ou ts tand ing  
p erfo rm ance. H is experience w as the 

m ajor de term in ing  factor."
H ayes agreed to a three-year contract at 

WSSU, for abou t $130,000 a year. Reaves 
said in a recent "Winston-Salem Journal" 

article.
H ayes w as m ak ing  a reported  $175,000 a 

year  at FAMU.
U n d er  state law, H ayes is required  to 

give u p  his retirem ent s tipend  from  the 
state of N orth  Carolina before he  can begin 

to receive pay  from  WSSU.
"As a form er athlete and  coach, I have 

an  ab id ing  passion  for athletics an d  the 
b e tte rm en t of our you n g  people th rough  

sports," H ayes said in a recent WFMY-2 

interview.
"Also, hav ing  w orked  at WSSU u n d e r  

the legendary  Clarence 'Big H ouse ' Gaines 

years ago, I have a true appreciation for 

the great tradition  of Rams' sports."
H ayes could no t be reached for com 

m ent to The News Argus at press time.
Reaves said the earliest situation Hayes 

m ust address  in his n ew  position will be 

the transition  to rem ain  in Division-II.

"T hat's  the m ajor activity going on in

athletics r ight now," Reaves said.
"I feel very  good  abou t the fact that I 

have an experienced athletic director at the 

helm  there."
U pon  m aking  his selection. Reaves also 

took into account H ayes ' relationship w ith  
the W inston-Salem area. In add ition  to his 

connection w ith  WSSU, H ayes also served 
as an  assistant football coach at Wake 

Forest U niversity  for three seasons, from 

1973-1975 en rou te to becom ing the first 
African-Am erican assistant coach in the 

Atlantic Coast Conference.
"Obviously, his pas t experience p layed  a 

role here," Reaves said.
"I looked at his ability to interact w ith  

the Winston-Salem com m unity  and  I cer

ta in ly  took  tha t in to  consideration . 
M em bers of the com m unity  are excited. 

I 've talked w ith  students. They 're excited. 

I 'm  excited."
Reaves has no t yet established a w o rk 

ing relationship w ith  Hayes, b u t  he said he 

expects that H ayes will be a good m a n 

ager.
"[I expect] H e will ru n  a solid program , 

that he will run  a clean program , and  that 

he  will ru n  a p rogram  that operates in the 
bes t in terest of o u r  s tu d e n t  ath letes," 

Reaves said.
"I do  w an t to com pete and  I w an t h im  to 

be com petitive. We'll be in a different 
league. We'll be in the CIAA, b u t I w an t a 

com petitive athletic p rogram  and  he and  I 

have talked abou t that."
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