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Diggs Gallery celebrates 20 years with ‘Pride and Dignity’ exhibit
James Jackson
A r g u s  C o n t r i b u t o r

Diggs Gallery celebrated its 20th 
anniversary  Oct. 15.

Since Diggs Gallery opened 
its doors to the public in 1990, 
it has served as a platform  for 
African-American art and  his
tory in Winston-Salem.

Oct. 2 m arked  the Gallery's 
true 20th anniversary, bu t had 
the celebration Oct. 15 that 
featured  poetry, live music, 
and a journey th rough  time 
docum enting  some of the 
highlights from the Gallery 's 
prev ious years.

Part of the presentation cen
tered on the exhibit Pride and 

D ignity  from  the Hill, w hich 
chronicles the rich history 
of W inston-Salem 's oldest 
African-American com munity.

Ten years ago, w hen  Belinda 
Tate took over as director for 
Diggs Gallery, about 500 s tu 
dents visited each year.

Last year, about 3,500 
students visited the Gallery.
Tate said that the huge jum p 
seems to be a com bination of 
the younger generation 's  b ro ad en 
ing interests and the incorporation of 
m ore exhibits that students can relate 
to.

O ne change Tate pointed  to was 
how, in the past, students had  very

little interest in being associated w ith 
anything outside their major. N ow, 
she says there are students from all 
different majors involved.

In past years, Tate said that this 
com m unity  needed  the art to be 
b rough t to them.

Tate said she is w ork ing  on w ays 
to incorporate changing technology 
into exhibits.

She talked about the need to lever
age technology "w ithou t taking aw ay 
from the educational experience asso
ciated w ith  view ing artw ork."

Tate said, "M entioning that just 
because you  see a picture of a great 
piece of art, it 's sim ply not the same 
as seeing the art in person."

There is a certain apprecia tion  that 
comes w ith  experiencing art in per 

son.
James Punches, a local artist and 

musician, unders tands  this concept 
all too well. Punches, w ho  has taught 

art and m usic in W inston- 
Salem, perform ed at the cel
ebration.

H e has been perform ing 
since high school and has 
gained notoriety for p laying 
the saxophone.

After g radua ting  from 
WSSU w ith a degree in 
Music Education and  a 
m inor in Art, Punches 
sharpened  his skills as an 
artist, and found his niche 
in w ire sculpting, w hich he 
learned from the fam ous 
Playw ard Oubre.

Punches has been associ
ated w ith Diggs Gallery 
since the early 90s.

"I'm  excited about the 
role the gallery plays in the 
rising diversity in the art 
com m unity, som ething that 
w as not present w hen  I first 

started," Punches said.
H e has a few pieces in the 

"Pride and  Dignity from the 
Hill" exhibit, as well as one that is 
titled after him, created by his men- 
tee G regory Kimble.
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Art displayed as part of “Pride and Dignity from the HiH" exhibit in Diggs 
Gallery. The exhibit is also part of the 20th anniversary celebration.

WSSU marching band to play 
The Star-Spangled Banner’ 
for NASCAR Cup race

The Red Sea of Sound, 
W inston-Salem State's 
m arching band, will play 
the national an them  for the 
NASCAR Sprint C up race at 
the M artinsville Speedway, 

Oct. 24.
The band  will give a perfor

m ance m arch  around  the track 
and  then play the anthem, 
w hich will be show n live on 
ESPN at 1:01 p.m.

The perform ance is an 
ou tg row th  of the relation
ship  betw een  NASCAR, 
M artinsville Speedw ay and 
the U niversity 's M otorsport 
M anagem ent program .

In addition  to the band 's  
participation  in S unday 's  
race, all of the M otorsport 
M anagem ent students will be 
there w ork ing  w ith  the track 

facility operations.

Mike Smith, public rela
tions director for Martinsville 
Speedw ay, said that NASCAR 
w as excited to have the WSSU 
band  perform  at the race.

"Several of them  had  seen a 
perform ance in the pas t and 
they w en t on and on about 
how  good it was."

WSSU is the only four-year 
university  in the country 
and  the only HBCU to offer 
a Bachelor of Science degree 
program  in M otorsport 
M anagem ent.

The program  provides 
hands-on experience th rough 
out the curriculum  that p re 
pares students for entry-level 
positions in m otorsport opera 
tions, m otorsport marketing 
and event planning.
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Folk artist rocks The Garage
Jamie Hunter
A r g u s  S t a f f  R e p o r t e r  

jhunt656@wssu.edu

Angie M attson perform ed songs from her 

new  album  "Skeleton A rm " at The Garage 

in d ow ntow n  W inston-Salem Oct. 12, in a 

small bu t intim ate perform ance.
M attson 's new est album  "Skeleton Arm " 

w as released earlier this year receiving 

m uch  acclaim from critics. After seeing 

her in person it's no  w on d er  why; she is 

unbelievable. There m ay have been very 

few fans in the crowd, bu t w ith  her am az 

ing voice it felt as though  she w as singing 

to you  directly. H er sultry voice leaves you 

feeling as though  y ou 're  in a sm oky jazz 

club one m inute and then a folk festival the 

next.
H er sound  is sim ilar to that of Plorence 

and  the Machine; w ho rocked ou t the MTV 

Video M usic A w ards last m onth, Fiona 

A pple and Jewel. M usic that is very folksy 

w ith  just enough  rock and  roll to shake 

things u p  nicely.
Storm y vocals sw ay from disarm ingly  

intim ate to innocent and  elevated as she 

d isplays her pow erfu l vocal range. D ueling 

guitars, haun ting  background  vocals, and 

fierce d ru m s as well as harm onica, bells.

tam bourine and chains com plete this 

uniquely  crafted album.
M attson takes m ost of her inspiration 

from relationships bu t not always h er  own.

"The songs are mostly about rela tion 

ships pas t and  present, my heart and body  

seem to control everything 1 do, and my 

m ind  cleans up  the mess" said Mattson.

The band  is com posed of Angie M attson 

and her guitarist Jeff Mendel. The rest of 

the band  are heard  from a recording that 

is played w hile the tw o of them perform  

songs from her new est album.

"The rest of the band  is trapped  inside 

the box," laughed  Mattson.
W ritten by M attson herself and p roduced  

with Jeff M endel on M attson 's  ow n label 

"Radio N ine Records" at The Violet Room 

in Los Angeles, Ca., the album  has only 

seven songs and runs less than 35 m inutes.

"1 like to keep m y songs short" M attson 

said "people have a short a ttention  span 

and they 're  only going to dow nload  the 

songs that they like."

M attson chose songs for the album  that 

everyone loved, keeping "Skeleton A rm " 

short and  sweet. Por anyone open  to new  

music, it 's definitely w orth  checking out.
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