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Due to budget 
cuts, which areas 

should get less 
funding?

Cut programs and dept, 
with history of 

low graduation rates

16%
Delay new construction 
on campus indefinitely

27%

Reduce the number of 
WSSU administrators

38%

Decrease funding to 
the Athletic Dept.

19%

To participote 
in the poll, 

register online @
fhenewsaiyus. com
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Fall is the season w here  the m aturation  

of the year begins to set in.
As the leaves change color, birds 

change flight patterns and the w eather 
changes dram atically from w arm  w inds 
to cool breezes, the expectation of au tum n 
brings about festivities reserved only for 

the culm ination of a year.
Since the holiday season has begun, 

m any  of us are hard  at w ork  preparing  
for the quality time spent w ith  family and 

friends.
H opefully  in the spirit of the season, 

those w ho  have a w arm  place to lay their 
heads w o n 't  forget the plight of the less 

fortunate.
The "Black Friday" experience has 

becom e a highly anticipated event every 
year around  this time, so m uch  that m any 
retail stores use the num ber of sales for 
that day to m ake — or b reak  —  their 

quarterly  num bers.
Shoppers hit shopp ing  malls in droves

at obscure hours in o rder to find a b a r 
gain or get the best "deal" on m erchan 

dise.
Yes, it's all in the spirit of the season, 

bu t  I can 't help b u t w onder  if the essence 
of it has som ehow  been  tainted.

Are w e joyful for the fact that w e are 
able to bless som eone else th rough  the 
gift of giving, or are w e m ore ecstatic 
about feeling a sense of achievem ent 
w hen  w e are able to buy  som ething on

the cheap?
Do w e shop for our  loved ones ou t of 

the generosity in our hearts, or do  w e 
purchase m erchandise in hopes that that 

person  will re tu rn  the favor?
Sometimes it feels as though  this holi

day season, w hich once carried so m uch 
substance, has now  been reduced  to just 

that — substance.
A nd it 's evident by the w ay society has 

continued to place m ore em phasis on 
after-Thanksgiving-day sales than on the

day  of T hanksgiving itself.
This holiday season, 1 u rge all of us 

come out of w ha t has becom e the societal 

norm.
As you m ake your w ay  to one retail 

store after another, consider the folks that 
seem ed to be displaced d u r ing  this time 

of year.
For every article of clothing that you 

buy  for yourself or som eone else, go into 
your closet and  give an o lder article of 
clothing to a donation  station.

Pay it forw ard. Treat it w ith  a sense of 

urgency.
This m ay seem a bit extreme, b u t so are 

the situations that som e of the u n fo rtu 
nate will experience this time of year.

The light that you  shine th rough  your 
genuine generosity m ay very well lead 
som eone into a b righter new  year.

jaye  Cole 
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