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THE HAY I SEE IT

Black history made every day

With Black H istory M onth up o n  us, I w an t to take the time 
to apprecia te  som e of the m ost influential African A m ericans in 
m y life.

Ida B. Wells w as  a w om an  I learned about at a young  age
because she co-founded the NAA CP. Later 
in m y life 1 learned of her contribution to 
journalism.

M ary A nn Shad Cary, the first black 
w om an  journalist founded  The Provincial 
F reem an in C anada in 1854 and  cam paigned  
for w om en 's  rights after becom ing the first 
female law s tuden t at H ow ard  University. 

Katherine D unham  founded  the first 
major black m odern  dance com pany. A nd 
N ina Simone, a N orth  Carolina native, was 
one of the biggest voices of jazz.
Yes, several fam ous people including 

Stevie W onder and  G w endo lyn  Brooks have im pacted  my life 
bu t the ones that have had  the biggest im pact w o u ld n 't  be 
know n outside  of Raleigh. My family.

My dad, a m an  that g rew  u p  in a single-parent hom e in a 
tow n near Detroit w ith  three siblings, has always m ade  sure  my 
sister and  I had w hat w e needed  to succeed. He w as the first 
m an in his family to earn a college degree and  pu rsu ed  his m as­
ter's as well. We m oved  from Michigan to N orth  Carolina so he 
could better provide. 1 know  how  lucky I am to have a father 
that is in m y  life and  that, th rough  u ps  and  dow ns continues to 
encourage m e to pu rsue  every single one of m y dreams.

My m om  is the strongest w o m an  1 know. She also grew  up  
in a single-parent hom e because of the loss of her father. After 
later losing her b ro ther and  mother, she never quit. She got a 
good job ou t of college. A nd while raising two girls, decided to 
go back to school and  get her nursing  degree, som eth ing  she 'd  
alw ays w an ted  to do. She never stopped  pursu ing  her dream.

My sister has show ed  me that life is, if nothing else, a roller­
coaster. She is a person that never gives up. In every instance 
w here  she cou ld 've  or should 've , she always has hope. She 
rem em bers that life can be hectic bu t there are alw ays people 
that will have her back. There is always a w ay  to climb to the 
top of a deep, dark  hole.

This m onth  and every m onth, d o n 't  rem em ber and appreciate 
just the big figures of Black History, like M artin Luther King Jr., 
Rosa Parks and  M alcom X, bu t also the ones that im pact your 
life directly.

W hile the official Black H istory M onth  lasts just 28 days, as 
black s tuden ts  at a HBCU w e are the fu ture of black history.
O ur  history is m ade every day.

I  CAN TEACH YOU A FEW 
THINGS ABOUT CHANGE.
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HOW DID ME
HISS THAT?

As a matter of 
policy. The News 

Argus will publish 
corrections for 
errors in facts. 

The corrections will 
be made as soon 
as possible after 

the error has been 
brought to the 
attention of the 
Argus Editor In 

Chief at 
thenewsargus@yahoo.com

A rg u s Letter Po licy
The News Argus is a student publication of Winston-Salem State 

University. The Neivs Argus encourages written comments to the edi­

tor and guest columns, but some rules apply:

□  A signature, address and phone number m ust accompany all let­

ters. Letters should be double-spaced and no more than 250 words.
□  Letters will be verified by The News Argus by a phone call prior to 
publication. If The Neivs Argus is unable to contact the writer of a letter, 

the letter will be held until contact is made. Letters intended as adver­

tising will not be published.

□  The News Argus does not publish "form letters"or letters sent to 

multiple newspapers outside the Triad unless the issue discussed in 

the letter is of importance to the WSSU community.

□  The Ne^cs Argus reserves the right to edit letters and guest columns 

for clarity, length and libel. The News Argus will edit letters that are 

grossly inaccurate or cross the boundaries of good taste.

□  The Nezcs Argus allows readers to reply to someone response to 

any earlier letter only once.

□  Guest columns may be no more than 400 words. The News Argus 

will accept endorsements of candidates, but only one per writer per 

candidate. The letter may challenge a candidate's record, but no 

intensely personal attacks will be printed. The Neu’s Argus permits 

candidates to write letters to the editor to specifically respond to 

another letter.

CAMPUS CREW
WSSU students, faculty and staff selected randomly to 

answer a provocative question from  The News Argus. 

Comments do not represent the opinions o f  the Argus staff. 

To hear the complete responses v is it www.thenewsargus. 

com and listen to the podcasts.

February is Black History Month. We often learn 
abou t and honor fam ous African Americans such 
as Garre tt Morgan, w ho  invent the traffic light and  
Benjamin Banneker because of his contributions

Photos by Jarrett Dawkins; Interviews by Jamie Hunter

to the nation 's  capital and astronom y. W e w an t 
to honor the everyday African A m ericans you  sel­
dom  hear about. This issue's C am pus Crew  asks...

Which African American has had an innpact on your life?

JARVIS CHEEK
SENIOR, BUS. MGMT. 

SILER CITYN.C.

My great g randm other  
because she never let any ­
thing get her dow'n. 1 try to 
live m y life as she lived hers.

CHRISTY JOHNSON
FRESHMAN, ELEM. ED. 

YANCEYVILLE N.C

My aun t because she is a 
pas tor  and  talks a lot about 
church and  God. She is a big 
inspiration to me.

KAMERON BROCK
SENIOR, PSYCHOLOGY 

NEW YORK

M y m other because she w as a 
single m om  w orked  tw o jobs 
toraised m e in NY. She taught 
m e about m y Jamaican roots.

JASMINE RICHARDSON
SENIOR, CHEMISTRY 

GREENSBORO

My older sister because I 
see her as competition and 1 
wanted to be just like her and 
the further she goes I have to 
surpass her.

UNDOLAND HUNTER
JUNIOR, JUSTICE STUDIES 

CHARLOTTE

My m om  because she w orks 
hard  at a school to m ake ends 
m eet and  she is very  smart.
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