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DNA, fingerprinting, crime 

scene analysis and  reconstruc
tion.

It is not CSI or NCIS, famil
iar television show s that use 

these tools to unveil the nature  
of crimes, it is an in troductory  
forensic science class.

Tw enty  one s tuden ts  are 
learning how  to do the w ork 
of the professionals.

The class is cross-listed and 
team -taught by professors in 
the Life Sciences, Chemistry 
and Justice Studies d ep a r t 
ments. This is the first time 
Winston-Salem State has 
offered a forensic science class.

Denise Nation, assistant p ro 
fessor of Justice Studies and 
program  coordinator, said that 
s tuden ts  will be required  to 
view several television shows, 
including NCIS and CSI, 
to interpret the steps of the

investigations.
"The s tuden ts  will soon be 

able to identify w h a t  police 
d id  right and  w rong," N ation 
said.

The scientific m ethod  will 
p lay  a major role in this 
course. N ation  said that 
students  will evaluate the 
scientific m ethods that are 
used  to analyze physical evi
dence based on their current 
research.

Morris Clarke, associate 
professor of Life Sciences, 
said that he is surprised  and 
excited by the level of interest 
from the s tudents  so far.

"I challenged the s tudents  to 
critique a 'Dateline ' program ," 
Clarke said.

"They did a great job in 
crime scene analysis, physical 
evidence gathering, and  p sy 
chological profiling."

Nickolay Hristov, adjunct 
of Life Sciences, said that the 
course requires s tudents  to

participate in the Center for 
Design Innovation  (a m ulti
cam pus research center for the 
U N C  system] website.

"M y contribution to the class 
is the application of advanced 
digital techniques in forensics 
such as image analysis; 3-D 
surveying and  reconstruction 
w ith  m ulti-cam era arrays; 
h igh-speed videograph; long 
range laser scanning; and 3-D 
m odeling for simulation," 
Hristov said.

Each professor said that they 
have their ow n expectations of 
the s tudents  and the course.

"As a hard  scientist, I hope 
the s tudents deepen  their sci
entific literacy and  that they 
become advocates for the 
application of scientific m e th 
ods in not only forensics, bu t 
also environm enta l justice, 
health disparities, and  lifestyle 
choices," Clarke said.

"I believe that s tudents  in 
this course will ultimately

come to the conclusion that 
science and  inquiry have a 
major role in everyday life."

N ation said that she w ants 
students  to unders tand  the 
prim ary  concerns of a foren
sic scientist, to determ ine the 

exact nature  of a crime. The 
course syllabus provides an 
explanation of how  to p ro p 
erly handle  a crime scene, to 
survey and  collect evidence 
that is relevant to the case.

Guilford College and 
Forsyth Technical Com m unity  
College are the only colleges 
in the Triad that have a foren
sic science track.

N ation said tha t the long
term goal is a forensic science 
track in the justice studies 
major.

"Students will be m ore 
attractive for careers w ith  
these skills," N ation  said.

"It will m ake the major m ore 
attractive and  s tudents m ore 
m arketable in the job field."
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W hile m ost s tuden ts  head 
hom e for spring break, some 
students  from the H onors  p ro 
gram  and  the In tercu ltu ra l 
Com m unication  course will be 
enjoying sunny  skies and the 
tropical w eather  of Jamaica.

Florida A&M University fac
ulty and  s tuden ts  will join 19 
W inston-Salem State s tudents 
for a spring break s tudy  abroad 
p rogram . O v er  half of the 
WSSU s tuden ts  partic ipa ting  
are from the H onors Program.

"Last year  w e w en t w ith  
FAMU to explore  op tions  
of how  short- te rm  cultural 
s tudy  abroad w orks and  Ms. 
Patterson and  I liked it and 
decided to open  it up  to our 
s tudents,"  Sonya Melton said.

Melton is an assistant direc
tor of the H onors Program.

"I think it is a valuable learn

ing experience and  o p p o r tu 
nity to s tudy  and  travel abroad 
w hile  in college," A n d rea  
Patterson said.

"W e realize that every s tu 
den t cannot afford nor have 
the time, due  to w ork  or fam 
ily com m itm ents to spend  an 
en tire  sem ester  abroad. In 
addition, som e students  m ay 
be u n su re  abou t the s tudy  
abroad  experience."

Patterson is an  English & 
Foreign Languages instructor 
and creator of the Intercultural 
C om m unication  course.

M elton and  Patterson  will 
be the WSSU instructors p a r 
ticipating in the spring break 
program .

A ccording to the Jamaica 
s tu d y  ab road  b rochure , the 
students  will be traveling to 
various parishes of Jamaica 
and  tour ing  d ifferent sites, 
such as the U.S. Embassy and  
the University of W est Indies.

They will also be experiencing 
nightlife in Ocho Rios and  p a r 
ticipating in a cultural im m er
sion experience. In addition, 
they will com plete a service 
learning project at an  elem en
tary school in Ocho Rios.

"W e will be taking donated  
school supplies to the school 
ch i ld ren  an d  v isiting  their 
school," Patterson said.

Patterson said that the s tudy  
abroad p rogram  is referred to 
as a h igh im pact learning prac 
tice in the area of diversity and 
global learning.

"Hopefully, this will encour
age s tudents  to travel abroad to 
different countries and  to stay 
longer," M elton said.

M elton said tha t  fo llow 
ing the re tu rn  from the s tudy  
abroad program , the s tudents 
m ay do a presentation  for the 
Colleges of Arts and  Sciences 
U nderg raduate  Forum.

In the  I n te r c u l tu r a l

C o m m u n ica tio n  course, the 
s tu d e n ts  exp lo re  w o rk in g  
abroad, navigating  the s tudy  
ab road  process and  u n d e r 
stand ing  relationships betw een  
languages and cultures.

The s tudy  abroad p rogram  is 
a com ponent of the course and 
is no t required. It costs app rox 
imately $1,250 to participate. 
S tudents raised the majority of 
the funding  for the program .

"Ms. M elton and  I hope  the 
Spring Break Jamaica P rogram  
will m ake s tudy ing  abroad  a 
little m ore  affordable, m ore 
realistic," Patterson said.

M elton said that she is trying 
to do another short-term  trip 
d u r ing  the fall semester.

"I am  satisfied w ith  the p ro 

duction."
The v ideo  sh o w ed  b a n d  

m em bers ' ded ica tion  to the 
Red Sea of Sound. The video 
also included interview s from 
Dr. Michael M agruder, direc
tor of bands  and  professor of 
music.

The s tuden ts  w o n  an  all
expense paid  trip to Atlanta, a 
Flip camera, a laptop w ith  ed it 
ing software. Miles picture w as 
posted on the H o n d a  Battle of 
the Bands website.

"I felt as though  some prayers 
had  been answ ered  w h en  she 
handed  me the laptop," Miles 
said.

"I really needed  a new  one, 
and I 'm  definitely enjoying it 
so m uch."

Miles and  D eC raffenrea id t 
said that they are receiving 
recognition from  all over the 
University.

"W e are very p ro u d  of both  
Leslie an d  A nton io ,"  said 
Brenda Allen, p ro v o s t  and  
vice chancellor for A cademic 
Affairs.

They are very talented s tu 
dents. W e expect great things 
from  these s tu d e n ts  in the 
future," "It is certainly great 
recognition for Leslie and  helps 
continue to bu ild  aw areness  
of the quality of ou r s tudents 
and  ou r  p rogram s," Chancellor 
D onald  Reaves said.

"It w as especially nice since 
the Red Sea of Sound w as p e r 
form ing this year."

While in Atlanta, Miles and 
D eCraffenreaidt helped docu 
m en t this year 's H onda  Battle 
of the Bands.

"I felt so blessed to have w on 
the competition," Miles said.

"I w ish  that everyone could 
have go tten  the o p p o r tu n ity  
to be a par t  of that event in the 
w ay that I was."

D eCraffenreaidt said tha t he 
is very grateful.

"Leslie is a great partner."
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