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THE MAY I SEE IT

Consider yourself lucky
Sometimes, college s tud en ts  get caugh t in limbo betw een  ado 

lescence and  adu lthood , and  w e forget to look at how  fortunate 
w e are.

Feb. 11-13, The N ew s A rgus ed ito rs a t tended  the 13th A nnual 
N ational HBCU S tuden t N ew s M edia 
Conference. W e learned a lot about other 
colleges and  universities and  the w ay they 
are perm itted  to w rite  their new spaper.

The first thing I learned about journalism  
is the First A m endm ent. Every citizen of the 
U nited States has the right to free speech, 
am ong  o ther freedoms. That is the most 
im portan t aspect of journalism.

There are m ore than 100 HBCUs in the 
U nited States and only 21 have printed 
s tuden t new spapers.

1 learned H am pton  University, Benedict 
College, South Carolina State and som e other schools are unable 
to fully exercise their right to free speech. Spelman College no 
longer has a s tuden t new spaper.

H am p to n 's  new spaper staff m em bers said it is an inconve
nience to not be able to do  stories on adm inistration, bu t they 
still cover w ha t the s tudents  w an t to know.

But I definitely unders tand  their challenge because if I w ere 
told that 1 w o u ld n 't  get m y degree if 1 w rote a particular story, 1 
w o u ld n 't  w rite it either.

O ther  colleges and universities get their funding directly from 
adm inistra tion  or SGA and therefore, cannot cover things that 
shed bad light on those sections of their university.

S.C. State said that, in the past, their staff has been prohibited  
to en ter events that SGA does not w an t them  to cover.

At meetings, they get the age-old excuse of "W e are d iscuss
ing a personnel matter."

Essentially the s tuden t new spaper  becomes.a public relations 
newsletter. The stories are only topics that will m ake the un iver 
sity look good. In som e instances, s tudents  have to subm it their 
new spaper  to SGA and adm inistra tion  for review  before it is 
published.

We, the N ew s A rgus consider ourselves very lucky. We have 
the privilege to have a truly free press. W e can criticize our 
adm inistra tion , SGA or cam pus facilities w ithou t hav ing  to 
w orry  about being shu t dow n.

We have to consider how  lucky w e are to have the th ings w e 
have. There are schools w ithou t strong academic program s, 
accreditation, athletic p rogram s or a s tuden t new spaper.

W e have to celebrate the fact that we, the students, have a 
voice. If there is a problem , w rite about it or m ake sure  the con
cerns of s tuden ts  are acknow ledged.

We have a voice. Use it.

HOW DID WE
HISS THAT?

As a matter of 
policy, The News 

Argus will publish 
corrections for 
errors in facts. 

The corrections will 
be made as soon 
as possible after 

the error has been 
brought to the 
attention of the 
Argus Editor In 

Chief at 
thenewsargus@yahoo.com

A rg u s  Letter P o licy
The News Argus is a student publication of Winston-Salem State 

University. The News Argus encourages written comments to the edi

tor and guest columns, bu t some rules apply;

□  A signature, address and phone number must accompany all let

ters. Letters should be double-spaced and no more than 250 words.

□  Letters will be verified by T)ie News Argus by a phone call prior to 
publication. If The News Argus is unable to contact the writer of a letter, 

the letter will be held until contact is made. Letters intended as adver

tising will not be published.

□  The News Argus does not publish "form letters"or letters sent to 

multiple newspapers outside the Triad unless the issue discussed in 

the letter is of importance to the WSSU community.

□  The News Argus reserves the right to edit letters and guest columns 

for clarity, length and libel. The Neu^s Argus will edit letters that are 

grossly inaccurate or cross the boundaries of good taste.

□  The News Argus allows readers to reply to someone response to 

any earlier letter only once.

□  Guest columns may be no more than 400 words. The News Argus 

will accept endorsements of candidates, but only one per writer per 

candidate. The letter may challenge a candidate's record, but no 

intensely personal attacks will be printed. The News Argus permits 

candidates to write letters to the editor to specifically respond to 

another letter.

CAMPUS CREW
W SSU students, faculty and staff selected randomly to 

answer a provocative question from The News Argus. 

Com ments do not represent the opinions of the Argus staff. 

To hear the complete responses visit www.thenewsargus. 

com and listen to the podcasts.

The A cadem y A w ards is a time to give praise 
to actors and actresses w ho  played strong roles 
in films for the pas t year. H owever, for the 
2011 aw ards  show  no African Americans were

Photos by Jarrett Dawkins; Interviews by Jamie Hunter

nom inated  for any of the prev ious year 's  perfor
mances.
This issue's Campus Crew asks...

Which African American would you nominate 
for an Academy Award?

RISHAWN HARRIS
SENIOR, IDS 
CHARLOTTE 

Jamie Foxx because he is a 
one m an  show . H e can do  
anything.

ANTONY HOWARD
FRESHMAN, NURSING  

DURHAM

Janet Jackson for "For Colored 
Girls" because she w as superb  
in the movie.

SARAFINA SCOTT
SENIOR, CLS 

JACKSONVILLE, N.C.

Q ueen Latifah because of her 
hard-w ork. 1 adm ire her style 
and  she represents for the big 
girls.

TANISHA TURNER
SENIOR, SOCIOLOGY  

BROOKLYN, N.Y.

Denzel W ashington because 
puts all of himself into all of his 
work.

FRANK ALSTON
GRADUATE, BUS. ADMIN. 

BLACKVILLE, S.C.

Will Smith because he know s 
exactly w here  he 's  going in 
life and  he is passing his leg
acy on to his kids.
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