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THE MAY I SEE IT

Funeral protests stir debate

As a journalist, the First A m endm en t is som ething I live by 
bu t the m em bers of W estboro Baptist C hurch  in Topeka, Kansas 
have taken it to ano ther level.

Yes, freedom  of speech and the right to assem ble are p ro 
tected by the First A m endm ent so the 
Suprem e C ourt 's  8-1 decision vi^as w a r 
ranted . But "G od sent the killer", "Thank 
G od for dead  soldiers" and  a horrible com 
m ent com bining Sem per Fi, the M arine 
C orps m otto, w'ith a slur against hom o
sexual m en sh o u ld n 't be speech tha t needs 
protecting.

There is a tim e and a place to voice you r 
opinion.

A m ilitary funeral or any funeral for that 
m atter, is not it.

The problem  here is not a "narrow  deci
sion," as Chief Justice John Roberts called it, b u t na rrow -m ind 
edness.

These congregation m em bers are so narrow -m inded  tha t they 
a ren 't th inking of how  their actions affect others.

Okay, you d o n 't  sup p o rt homosexuality.
Okay, you d o n 't  suppo rt the United States m ilitary decisions. 

But those soldiers are not just soldiers. They are som eone's son, 
daughter, husband  or wife and  they died protecting  the citizens 
of this country.

W estboro Baptist C hurch m em bers got exactly w hat they 
w anted. They w anted  m edia coverage and  to get the issues that 
concern them  out there.

The First A m endm en t is supposed  to protect those tha t w an t 
to p ro test things that m atte r to them, and  w hile that is w hat the 
church m em bers are doing, it is no t m eant to defend "vicious
vert>a\ assa\i\t."

There is nothing illegal about picketing at a funeral. It's just 
morally w rong. These people call them selves religious and  one 
of the m ain  lessons 1 have learned about Christianity  is to treat 
o thers how  you w an t to be treated.

They have b rough t their children into this atrocious situation. 
They will carry on the tradition  of non  tolerance.

In a w orld  w here so m any m ore ou trageous things are going 
on, they should  not be pu tting  efforts into humiliaHng soldiers 
and their families as they m ourn.

Put the energy into som ething constructive.
P rotesting  at a funeral isn 't going to m ake anyone less dead  or 

change their sexuality. If anti-m ilitary and anti-hom osexuality  is 
their cause, find a better w ay  to get the point across.

Families shou ld  be allow ed to m o u rn  their fallen soldier p ri
vately.

HOW DID ME
MISS THAT?
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Argus Letter Policy
The News Argus is a student publication of Winston-Salem State 

University. The News Argus encourages written comments to the edi

tor and guest columns, but some rules apply:

□  A signature, address and phone num ber m ust accompany all let

ters. Letters should be double-spaced and no more than 250 words.

□  Letters will be verified by The News Argus by a phone call prior to 
publication. If The News Argus is unable to contact the writer of a letter, 

the letter will be held until contact is made. Letters intended as adver

tising will not be published.

□  The News Argus does not publish "form letters"or letters sent to 

multiple newspapers outside the Triad unless the issue discussed in 

the letter is of importance to the WSSU community.

□  The News Argiis. reserves the righ t to edit letters and guest columns 

for clarity, length and libel. The News Argus will edit letters that are 

grossly inaccurate or cross the boundaries of good taste.

□  The News Argus allows readers to reply to someone response to 
any earlier letter only once.

□  Guest columns may be no more than 400 words. The News Argus 

will accept endorsements of candidates, but only one per writer per 

candidate. The letter may challenge a candidate's record, but no 

intensely personal attacks will be printed. The News Argus permits 

candidates to write letters to the editor to specifically respond to 
another letter.

CAMPUS CREW
WSSU students, faculty and staff selected randomly to 
answer a provocative question from The News Argus. 
Comments do not represent the opinions of the Argus staff. 
To hear the complete responses visit www.thenewsargus. 
com and listen to the podcasts.

M oore and  Pegram  halls rem ain  em p ty  for the 
2010-2011 school year. U pperclassm en continue 
to m ove off cam pus. In the m ost recent in terview  
w ith  Chancellor D onald  Reaves, he asserted that
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underc lassm en — freshm en an d  sophom ores 
m ay  be required  to reside on  cam pus.
This issue's Campus Crew asks...

Do you agree with Chancellor’s decision 
to require underclassmen to stay on campus?

B

CECYIL UNDERWOOD
SOPHOMORE, BUS. ADM 

ASHEVILLE

I d o n 't  agree w ith  it, a lthough  
it m ay  be in the s tu d en ts ' best 
interest. The s tu d en ts  should  
decide w here  they live.

E.J. MORRIS
SENIOR, MIS 
BERTIE, N.C.

It's a good decision. S tudents 
can get m ore involved on 
cam pus, and  they d o n 't  have 
to w orry  abou t car trouble.

ASHLEY SHEPARD
SENIOR, THER. REC. 

DURHAM

It's not his decision. S tudents 
need  to leam  how  to be 
responsible. Living on  cam pus 
m ay  not p rov ide  that.

JONATHAN TILLERY
JUNIOR, MOTORSPORTMGT 

WINSTON-SALEM

N ot at all because some under
classmen are non-traditional 
students. It depends on the 
age and circumstances of each 
person.

SHAQUANNA TROY
JUNIOR, PSYCHOLOGY 

RIEGELWOOD, N.C.

No. It's  their decision w here 
they w an t to live. L iving on 
cam pus costs a lot.
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