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Importance, Permanence Of Transcript
B yD .H . NICHOLSON 

When an  a p p lican t is un 
conditionally admitted to Chowan 
College, the Director of Ad
missions and the Admissions 
Committee are  relatively con
fiden t th a t the p rospec tive  
student will be able to m eet 
future requirem ents for con
tinued en ro llm en t. And the 
reader will rem em ber from the 
last issue of this column that 
these requirem ents are, in brief, 
as follows: a regular student (one 
who is carrying 12 or more credit 
hours in a regular semester) 
must earn a minimum of 9 hours 
and 18 quality points (on the 4.0 
grading system ) in order to 
register the ensuing term  in good 
academic standing, this latter 
classification referring to the 
status of a student who is not on 
any form of academ ic probation 
and who is, therefore, eligible for 
honorable dismissal.

A lthough the  c lass ification  
‘good academ ic standing’ has a 
definite meaning here a t Chowan 
and although the classification 
has a g en era lly  accep ted  
m ean ing  and  tru s t  am ong 
collegiate adm inistrators a t the 
v ario u s in stitu tio n s in th is 
country, the actual mechanics of 
arriving a t such a standard will 
vary with the institutions. In 
essence, each institution will 
determine its own standards for 
continued enrollment in good 
academic standing.

Therefore, it is quite possible 
for a student to be in good 
academic standing and, hence, 
eligible for continued enrollment 
at one institution and yet not be 
e lig ib le , g radew ise , for a d 
mission to another institution, 
although both institutions are of 
co m p arab le  q u a lity  and  a re  
accredited.

Again, as has been brought out 
in earlier issues of this column, 
the general rule which most 
in stitu tio n s follow concerning 
admission of a transfer student is 
that he m ust have a t least a “ C” 
average on all work attempted in 
order to be in good academic 
standing.

The point of the discussion so 
far is that because a  student may 
be in good academ ic standing at 
one college or university and 
entitled to honorable withdrawal 
does not m ean that he will 
n e cessa rily  fully  or un
conditionally adm itted to another 
comparable institution. The best 
advice for a student in doubt 
about his chances for admission 
to a particular school is for him to 
write directly to the director of 
admissions of that school for 
specific  in fo rm ation  about 
“ transfer admissions.”

One of the most important 
indices which an admissions 
director or officer a t the senior 
institution will use to determine 
the  t r a n s f e r 's  p ro sp ec ts  for 
admissions is the transcript. 
Traditionally, a  transcript is a 
certified copy of the student’s 
official educational record a t the 
in stitu tio n  which o rig ina lly  
granted the credit. The tran 
script, therefore, along with the 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  
references, will help to form the 
best p rofile  for adm issions 
personnel use to determine the 
prospective transfer student’s 
potential for success a t the new 
institution.

When looking a t the transcript, 
admissions personnel will be 
looking spec ifically  a t  the 
d esc rip tio n  of co urses and 
grades. Generally, courses with a 
“ C” a v e ra g e  or b e tte r  will 
transfer from one accredited 
institution to another accredited 
one providing the latter has a

course “reciprocal” in nature.
“ Reciprocal” m eans here that 

a  course taught on the Chowan 
Campus and as listed in our 
catalog would have an equivalent 
on the receiving campus. For 
instance, this m eans that the 
Chowan College freshman course 
English 111, a t North Carolina 
State University in Raleigh in 
English 111 Composition and 
Rhetoric, or a t the University of 
North Carolina a t Chapel Hill in 
E nglish  Com postition and 
Rhetoric 1. Although the use of 
t ra n s fe r  a g ree m e n ts  betw een 
senior institutions and junior and 
com m unity  colleges a re

generally directed a t a partial 
w aivering  of th is ru le  of 
“ re c ip ro c ity ,”  th e  preced ing  
discussion describes the situation 
still prevalent in transfer ad
missions.

Since the basic non-terminal 
curriculum is much the sam e for 
freshman and sophomore years 
a t most accredited institutions of 
higher education, an admissions 
officer a t the four-year institution 
will be comparing, in essence, the 
ju n io r co llege non-term inal 
student’s transcript with what his 
own institution requires of its 
fre sh m an  and  sophom ores. 
Althoufih course numbers and

basic course titles could vary a 
bit with the institution, most 
institutions would accept what 
appear to be the equivalent 
courses providing the grades 
w ere  acc ep ta b le , i.e . “ C” 
average or better.

O bviously, th e  p reced ing  
paragraphs are  limited because 
the a reas mentioned or touched 
on are, indeed, broad ones. 
H ow ever, the  re ad e r  should 
understand that the transcript is 
an important and permanent 
record and one that not only is 
useful to the admissions per
sonnel of college and universities

but one which is also useful to 
prospective employers.

In the next issue of Smoke 
Signals, we will look the con
fidential nature of your records 
here a t Chowan College. We will 
want to discuss just what in
formation investigative agencies 
will want and what they can have 
with or without your permission. 
Records in the R egistrar’s Office 
a re  both confidential and for 
restricted use and readers will 
want to know something about 
the availability of these records 
to ind iv id u a ls  and agencies 
outside of this college com
munity.

All vou smokers 
who plan to quit 
someday:

Can you 
throw away that pack 
right now?

It’s not easy, is it?
In 20 years, after 146,000 more cigarettes, 

you think it’s going to be easier?
D on’t kid yourself.

Quit now. You’ll never get a chance like this again.
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